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PREFATORY NOTE TO THE AMERICAN 

EDITION 


White Book No. 5, entitled Further Documents Concerning the Anglo- 
French Policy of Extending the War , was issued in German and in English 
by the Foreign Office in Berlin. Owing to the blockade of the mails im- 
posed by Great Britain in violation of international law, neither edition 
is available in the United States. The present edition, prepared for the bene- 
fit of historical students in America, is an authorized translation of the 
German original and a faithful reproduction in facsimile of documents 
which fell into the hands of the German troops in their swift advance 
through Holland and Belgium. It includes in addition the statement of the 
German General Staff of May 4, 1940, and the German Memorandum to 
the Dutch and Belgian Governments of May 10, 1940. The evidence pre- 
sented in the White Book itself corroborates and supplements the allegations 
of the German Government and the General Staff. 

Long before the actual invasion, comprehensive investigations by the 
General Staff had revealed the connivance of Dutch and Belgian Government 
authorities with Allied espionage centers and the Allied High Command. 
The object of the conspiracy was the overthrow of the German Government 
and the perpetuation of the intolerable condition existing on the Continent 
due to the incessant interferences of Great Britain. Observations on German 
troop movements, military maps and secret data circulated freely between 
military authorities of the Lowlands and the Anglo-French Allies. 

These intrigues had been going on, in one form or another, for a consider- 
able time. Finally the day came when England advised the Belgian and 
Dutch Governments to expect the immediate landing of British troops on 
their territory in accordance with the prearranged plan. But the German 
High Command was not asleep. The day after the advices in question were 
received, German armed forces entered the Lowlands and occupied the vital 
points through which the Allies intended to make their thrust. Joachim von 
Ribbentrop, the German Foreign Minister, in a statement to the press, 
explained the action taken by the German Government to protect its own 
interests and the neutrality of the Low Countries. 
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“The German Government,” the Foreign Minister announced, “has di- 
rected a Memorandum to the Royal Dutch and the Royal Belgian Govern- 
ments in which the German Government asserts that it is in possession of 
evidence and news which carry incontrovertible proof that an Anglo- 
French attack on Germany is immediately imminent and that this attack 
will take place against the Ruhr over Belgium and the Netherlands. 

“Therefore, the command has been given German troops to insure the 
neutrality of these countries with all the Reich’s military means of power. 

“Another memorandum has been sent to the Luxemburg Government by 
the German Government. 

“The German Government sets forth therein that it is reliably informed 
that England and France, in pursuit of their policy of extension of the war, 
decided to attack in the near future by way of Belgium and Holland.” 

Herr von Ribbentrop then recapitulated the substance of the identical 
notes to the two governments. 

When the German troops actually occupied the Lowlands, they proceeded 
with such speed that it was impossible for enemy forces to destroy all 
damning evidence. The documents found fully justified the German action 
and yielded many additional clues. It is now clear beyond doubt or cavil 
why British violations of Dutch and Belgian sovereignty were either ignored 
or evoked only the gentlest of protests. It is also clear why both countries 
concentrated troops and fortified strategic positions in the territory facing 
Germany, while leaving almost unprotected the approaches from England 
and France. If Belgium and Holland had been truly neutral, they would 
not have confined their negotiations to the British and French, but would 
have effectually safeguarded their countries by simultaneous consultations 
with the German General Staff providing for the contingency of an Allied 
attack. 

British, French and Belgian military orders, discovered by the German 
Army of Occupation and supported by testimony from many witnesses, 
demonstrate the success of the plot of the Western Powers to enlist the aid 
of the Low Countries for their contemplated attack upon the Ruhr Valley. 
Even tiny Luxemburg played a part in the Allied design. 

The orders published in the ensuing pages were issued by the Allies 
between November, 1939, and April, 1940. Several of the papers contain 
detailed information for establishing connections between Anglo-French 
troops and the Belgians. Others call for Belgian petroleum for French 
motorized units. Timetables for transporting French troops had been care- 
fully prepared. Officers were advised to complete the study of Belgian roads 
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along which the advance was to proceed by the end of February. French 
staff members were inspecting Belgian dispositions. Some Allied forces were 
on Belgian soil even before May 10. 

The Summary of the White Book forcibly brings out two points of vital 
importance: 

(1) In spite of pretensions of neutrality on the part of Belgium, discus- 
sions between the French and the Belgian General Staff had never ceased 
since the World War and there never was a complete lapse in Anglo-Belgian 
military relations. Irrefutable documents had convinced the German High 
Command of these facts, which poisoned the relations between the two 
countries, long before Belgian Government officials openly flaunted their 
military commitments to the Allies. 

(2) The documents discovered by the German troops on their advance 
through Belgium and Holland, conclusively prove that after September, 
1939, combined Allied and Lowland General Staffs had prepared to the 
minutest detail an Anglo-French attack on the Ruhr through the Lowlands. 
Fighting units had been apprized of these plans long before May 10, when 
Germany nipped the conspiracy in the bud. 

To anyone familiar with the web woven by British diplomacy and British 
espionage, there is nothing surprising in these revelations. Allied plans to 
extend the war were pursued simultaneously in every corner of Europe and 
in Asia Minor; from Scandinavia to Turkey, from Holland and Belgium 
to Rumania and the Caucasus. British plans included designs to inveigle 
Italy and Russia. Some of these plans have been exposed in previous White 
Books. Still others will be revealed in White Book No. 6, which is based, 
in the main, on the secret minutes of the Allied High Command. The Allies 
were eager to set the whole world on fire, with utter disregard for neutral 
states and the remnants of international law which still govern the rela- 
tions between belligerents. 

The specious aid for Finland proposed by the Allies failed to entice 
new belligerents. Sabotage plots in Rumania and in the Caucasus were 
exposed and prevented before much material damage was done. The Nor- 
wegian misadventure ended in a British debacle. In this perplexity, the 
Allies recalled their pleasant arrangement with Holland and Belgium. 
But the Fuhrer, striking with the rapidity of lightning, frustrated their 
scheme to stab the industrial heart of the Reich by invading the Ruhr. 
Germany acted in time and the Allies once more, in the phrase immortalized 
by Mr. Chamberlain, ‘‘missed the bus.” 
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The secret plans of the Western Powers to extend the war to the smaller 
neutral countries were exposed to the public for the first time on April 14, 
1940, by the German Foreign Minister, in his address to the Diplomatic 
Corps and the domestic and foreign press in Berlin. 

On the very day of the German Minister’s revelations, Norway was 
being prepared as a theater of war through Britain’s long laid schemes. But 
the well-conceived policy of the Western Powers was not limited to this 
Norwegian adventure, because not much later — early in May, 1940 — the 
German Government heard of Franco-British plans for an advance into the 
German industrial district of the Ruhr. This advance was to be made pos- 
sible through the connivance and cooperation of Holland and Belgium. 
Preludes to this move were the threatening notes and speeches the Allies 
directed to neutral countries, particularly Holland and Belgium. The 
Western Powers found in the rulers of these countries and their political 
organs, willing tools to carry out this policy of invasion and attack. 

On May 10, 1940, the Memorandum addressed to the Belgian and Dutch 
Governments was published by the German Government, together with a 
report from the High Army Command. 1 This report furnished documentary 
evidence of General Staff conversations between Britain and France on the 
one hand and Belgium and Holland on the other hand. The primary object 
of these conversations among the General Staffs of the aforementioned 
countries was to perfect plans for an Allied advance across Belgium, Dutch 
and Luxemburg territory into the German Ruhr district. 

Obviously these conversations of world-shaking import were held in 
secrecy and, as obviously, they were never intended to become general 
knowledge. But even high military secrets have a way of leaking out. As far 
back as March 6, 1936, as was later disclosed, the Belgian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and the French Ambassador to that country stationed in 
Brussels, confirmed that their respective governments were determined to 

1 Although not a part of the official While Book No. 5, the Memorandum and the Statement 
of the General Staff have been inserted after the Summary for the benefit of the American 
reader. 
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maintain the letter and the spirit of the old Franco-Belgian Military Alli- 
ance, i.e. contact between the two General Staffs. 2 

Early in 1939, when the British policy of war against Germany was 
already being actively pursued, consultations were held in the Belgian 
Senate Committee for Foreign Affairs in which military contacts between 
Belgium and Britain and France were discussed in great detail. In the early 
part of 1940 no effort was made to deny that these secret General Staff 
conversations were taking place. Thus, on February 7, the Belgian War 
Minister declared that “no factor had been left unaccounted for by re- 
sponsible Belgian authorities to enable the Powers guaranteeing the inde- 
pendence of Belgium to fulfill the obligations which they have solemnly 
undertaken.” These guarantor powers were Germany, Britain and France. 

2 The note transmitted by the Belgian Foreign Ministry of that time, dated March 6, 1936, 
reads as follows: 

To His Excellency Monsieur van Zeeland, Prime Minister, Foreign Minister and Minister 
for Foreign Trade. 

Your Excellency, 

By the exchange of correspondence of September 10 and IS, 1920, between the French Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister and the Belgian Prime Minister, the French Government 
and the Government of His Majesty the King of the Belgians gave their assent to the 
military agreement signed on September 7, 1920. According to the wording of the correspond- 
ence which passed between the two Governments in 1920 and was recorded in Geneva, the 
object of the agreement of 1920 was to reinforce the guarantees of peace and security resulting 
from the League of Nations Pact. The agreement establishes the technical directives for military 
cooperation between France and Belgium in the event of an unprovoked attack by Germany. 

In 1925 a treaty was concluded at Locarno which embodied the guarantees provided for in 
1920 in a more complete and precise form. The treaty was signed by the President of the Re- 
public and received the assent of the Chambers. 

This treaty represents one of the most essential elements of Belgium’s international status, 
and the obligations therein laid down, together with the obligations resulting from the Pact of 
the League of Nations, are the only ones which bind France and Belgium in respect of guar- 
antees and assistance. 

It is self-evident that the two Governments are more than ever determined to remain true 
to these obligations. 

As far as military matters are concerned, the agreement of 1920 contains, in addition to 
general arrangements relative to contact between the General Staffs, special measures in regard 
to a common occupation of the left bank of the Rhine. 

The two Governments, who clearly understand what portions of this agreement are no longer 
of current importance, have recognized the value of retaining only the one clause which holds 
good today, namely the understanding existing between them— which they now desire to confirm 
—relative to the continuance of General Staff contacts both for the purpose of carrying out 
the provisions of the Locamo-Rhincland Treaty and also of studying the technical conditions 
connected with a possible application of the said undertakings. 

It remains agreed that military contacts of this nature cannot involve, for either of the parties 
to the treaty, any political obligation nor any undertaking relative to the organization of national 
defense. 

I have the honor to confirm to Your Excellency that the above carries the assent of the 
French Government. 

I take this opportunity of again assuring Your Excellency of my high esteem. 

(signed) Laroche. 
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However, since Germany had never been approached by Belgium in regard 
to General Staff agreements, the guarantor powers referred to by the 
Belgian War Minister consisted of Britain and France exclusively. The fol- 
lowing day, February 8, 1940, brought a further confirmation of this 
Belgian policy. When Grammens, a Deputy of the Belgian Chamber, de- 
manded that fortifications also be erected along the southern frontier of 
Belgium, he was immediately interrupted by the War Minister and the 
Speaker on the grounds that “he should say nothing which might be preju- 
dicial to the defense of the country or could be interpreted in a malevolent 
sense.” Briefly, the Belgian General Staff, in its efforts to avoid exposing 
its one-sided military policy against Germany, exercised great care to con- 
ceal from the world at large that Belgium had erected fortifications only 
along the German border. 

The Army High Command report attached to the German Memorandum 
has already adduced a number of individual facts showing that this Belgian 
policy directed solely against Germany had in all respects been pursued for 
some time. Further proof of this is furnished by a 1937 decree of the 
Belgian War Ministry relating to the evacuation of civilians.* 


3 The decree reads as follows: 


Ministry of National Defense 
Territorial Civil Guard 


S.Div.S.S.P.A.P. 

No. 1 889/57. 7.37. C.M. 
Attached: 1 map 
EM. 


(Translation! 


Confidential 


Evacuation of the Civilian Population 

Art. I. Women, children, invalids and the aged will be conducted by the Territorial Civil 
Guard in conjunction with local Red Cross formations. 

Art. II. In deciding upon the route to be taken, the instructions issued by Army General H. Q. 

as information is received will be strictly observed. 

Art. III. None of the main roads or approach roads marked on the accompanying plans are to 
be used for the purpose of evacuation. 

(Art. IV to XV contain technical details in regard to carrying out the evacuation.) 

Certified correct copy 
Transmitted by order 
(signed) Lt.-General Termonia. 


(The ministerial decree includes the following supplementary instructions.) 

Our extract from the map: 

The following are reserved for the British Army: 

Furncs to Ostend, 

Fumes to Bruges via Ghistelles, 

Fumes to Dixmude, 

Railway line from Adinkerke to Thielt and Ghent— Adinkerke to Dixmude, Thourout and 
Bruges, 
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This decree was a comprehensive plan for evacuating women, children, 
old people and invalids, etc., from those areas regarded as the scene of 
future military operations. Characteristic of the plans for a concentration 
of the Belgo-Franco-British Armies is a note in this decree stating that 
certain roads and approach-roads should not be employed for the evacuation 
because they were “reserved for the British Army.” From this it will be 
seen that the area on which the British Army was to deploy had been 
decided upon in all details between the General Staffs, and these plans 
were brought to the attention of the local Belgian authorities to enable 
them to carry out measures of organization. 

There is therefore no doubt that General Staff arrangements were made 
years ago between Belgium and France and Britain — and also with Holland. 

Due to the rapid advance of the German troops, a vast quantity of fresh 
evidence has fallen into German hands. This evidence, consisting of orders, 
service instructions, maps, etc., affords clear proof that not only were Gen- 
eral Staff agreements reached between the High Command of France, 
Britain, Belgium and Holland, but, on the basis of these agreements, orders 
for all military units were drawn up and handed out to them for study. 

The evidence proves beyond doubt that the whole advance of the Franco- 
Belgian Army was planned on the basis of intimate cooperation with the 
Belgian General Staff. From the wealth of material at its disposal, the 
German Foreign Office herewith publishes, as a preliminary example, a few 
documents, to reveal in detail the concentration of a portion of the vanguard 


Road, from Proven to Poperinghe and Ypres, Hooglcde, Thourout, Bruges, 

Mcncn to Courtrai and Ghent, 

Aelbekc to Courtrai and Ghent, 

Tournai to Courtrai and Ghent, 

Routers, Thourout, Bruges, 

Routers, Thielt, Acltre, Ecclos, 

Courtrai, Deinze, Ghent, 

Tournai, Antoing, 

Tournai, Leuze and Baisieux to Ath, Enghicn, Brussels, 

Tournai, Haequeies, Renaix, Audenarde to Ghent, 

Tournai, Lessincs, Crammont, Ninove, Brussels, 

Renaix, Ninove via Nederbrakel, 

Leuze, Ath, Enghien, Brussels, 

Peruwelz to Mons, 

Mons to Ath, 

Mons to Brussels, 

Road from La Louvierc to Brussels via Nivellcs, 

Road from Charleroi to Nivellcs, to Waterloo, Terveuren, Nosscghcm and Louvain, 

Charleroi to Nivellcs. 

All high roads from La Louviere, Charleroi, Namur and Dinant in the direction of the 
French frontier arc military roads when they allow for traffic in both directions regardless of 
whether they arc asphalted or paved; only narrow roads are free for evacuation. 
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of the French and British Armies and to disclose what plans were made for 
its cooperation with the Belgian, Dutch and British armies. 

Document No. 1 

This document shows that the plans of operation made by the British and 
French General Staffs from the very outset included the territory of Luxem- 
burg. It deals with the orders issued by the Commander of a French force 
detailed for operations in Luxemburg. These orders, dated May 2, 1940, 
contain a modification of previous instructions which were to have been 
followed upon receipt of the obviously anticipated command: “Enter Lux- 
emburg immediately.” 


Document No. 2 

This is a Regimental Order, dated April 2, 1940, which orders the 4th 
French Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Regiment to proceed to the Meuse 
on the first day of the invasion, and instructs its advance detachments to 
reach the Belgian village of Marche, as well as Durbuy, 30 km south of 
Liege. The order further contains exact details of the manner in which 
the regiment is to establish contact with the French units advancing in the 
neighboring territories as well as with the Belgian troops in the fortified 
region of Namur. The direction of sudden advance prescribed for this regi- 
ment is to extend south of the Meuse, once the Meuse is crossed between 
Namur and Dinant. The division to which this regiment belongs was thus 
assigned the task of reaching the German frontier near Aix-la-Chapelle. 

Document No. 3 

This reveals in full detail how far the preparation for the entry of Franco- 
British troops into Belgium had already advanced. This order, issued by 
the 4th French Light Division mentioned in Document No. 2, deals with 
the reinforcement of the troops during the first days of the advance. Typical 
of the exactitude of the Belgian-French agreements, orders were issued 
even for the supply of petrol to the French army from Belgian petrol 
stations and for the manner and method of payment. Thus the order of the 
4th Light Division states literally that vouchers, specially prepared for the 
entry and provided with the stamp “French Army,” would be valid for 
the Belgian civilian as well as for the army gas stations. Paragraph 5 of 
this Divisional Order affords further proof of the agreements reached be- 
tween the two General Staffs, since it clearly shows that motorized units 
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were to be detrained at Belgian stations on the very first day of the advance 
of French troops into Belgium. 


Document No. 4 

Document No. 4 is an order issued by the French High Command on 
April 16, 1940, which likewise shows that the use of the Belgian railway 
system was provided for in the advance into Belgium and that an extensive 
plan was already prepared for this purpose. This order was found among 
the divisional papers, together with the instructions, also printed here, for 
the entrainment of the 21st French Infantry Division. In these instructions 
for entrainment, as well as in a written note attached to them, entrainment 
stations situated south of Dunkerque not far from the Belgian frontier are 
clearly indicated for the individual units of the above named division, as well 
as the exact times of departure and the destinations lying to the west of 
Antwerp. This proves that a timetable drawn up with exact details had 
been prepared for the railway transport of French troops to Belgium, all 
of which clearly indicates close cooperation with the Belgian railway 
administration. 

Document No. S 

In this Document, there is particularly striking proof of most minute 
preparations for the French advance into Belgium. It shows that special 
sketches had been issued for the routes of advance on Belgian territory 
and that these were to be duplicated by the squadrons. This was to ensure 
that every independent subordinate commander down to the lance-corporal 
memorize exactly the routes of advance into Belgium. This measure was to 
be carried through by February 8, 1940. 

Document No. 6 

From the sixth document, it is evident that this reconnoitering of Belgian 
territory was not only being done on the map but that the French officers, 
as the German General Staff had known for a long time, considered it a 
matter of course that they should be entitled to visit Belgian territory per- 
sonally in order to view matters on the spot. This document is the diary 
of a French officer, Lieutenant Ed. Dollfuss. On January 16, 1940 we find 
the entry: “Reconnoitered positions in Belgium.” It is obvious that such 
reconnoitering carried out by French officers on Belgian territory could not 
have taken place without the consent of the Belgian Government. 
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Document a Nos. 7 and 8 

These documents reveal that not only did individual French officers occa- 
sionally visit Belgian territory, but that entire French units had actually 
entered Belgium some time before May 10, that is to say, had been sta- 
tioned there. From the numerous fresh proofs which we have of this, we 
here publish two depositions referring to observations made to this effect 
in the Belgian village of Bertrix, about 25 km distant from the French 
frontier. A subject of the State of Luxemburg living there, testified (Docu- 
ment No. 7) that he had noticed a French armored unit in Bertrix on 
May 3 or 4 and had recognized it with absolute certainty, also that it had 
come from the south, that is, from the French frontier and had proceeded 
in a northeasterly direction. This statement is supplemented by the informa- 
tion given by a soldier from a French tank detachment, captured a few 
kilometers northeast of Bertrix, in Recogne, during the German advance, 
who declared that his unit had been in Belgium since April 15 (Document 
No. 8). 


Document No. 9 

This is a memorandum by the General Staff of the 9th French Army 
respecting instructions for the planned Belgian move east of the Meuse. 
This secret “report,” which was intended only for the General Staff of the 
9th Army, includes a criticism of the Belgian plan of operation. This criti- 
cism shows that exact detailed directions had been given both regarding the 
foremost lines of the Belgian Army and the individual units that were to 
occupy these positions, and concerning the measures which were to be 
taken by the Belgians if the foremost line could not be held. It is 
obvious that such secret information could only be given directly by the 
Belgian High Command. All of this furnished incontestable proof of the 
close cooperation between the French and Belgian General Staffs. 


Document No. 10 

Document No. 10 is an order issued by the 2nd Belgian Grenadier Regi- 
ment on April 13, 1940. The order shows that the regiment had been 
ordered to improve an already existing fortified position between Ninove 
and Hal, in particular to construct wire entanglements, clear the field of 
fire, build up parapets, prepare camouflage, etc. It is especially significant 
that the very beginning of the order contains the heading “Particulars about 
friendly troops,” and that the places mentioned in it which lie along the 
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French frontier, partly on French and partly on Belgian territory, show 
that these words can only refer to the French Army. This proves that mili- 
tary cooperation between the French and the Belgian Army was already 
so far advanced in April that the two were beginning to regard themselves 
as allies, and that even in orders intended for the lowest units the French 
troops were described as “friendly.” 

Document No. 11 

This document is an order issued by the 2nd British Division and dated 
April 19, 1940. It shows clearly what preparations had been made for close 
cooperation with Belgian authorities, in particular with the police, for the 
impending advance into Belgium. It contains the information that repre- 
sentatives of the Belgian State Police would be attached to British Head- 
quarters and to the individual corps, and directions are given for coopera- 
tion with the Belgian police. Attached to the order is a list of persons who 
were to be arrested in various places in Flanders immediately upon entry. 
These arrests were not to be carried out by British military but by the 
Belgian police. 

Document No. 12 

Document No. 12 is a rough map giving a clear impression of the French 
aims. The entries on this map, found on an officer of the 1st French Light 
Division, show that this division, stationed in the Valenciennes sector, was 
to cross the Belgian frontier on three separate routes obviously to advance 
without interruption as far as the Brussels-Charleroi Canal, between Tubize 
and Seneffe. The town of Soignies lying to the west of the Canal is detailed 
as the first Belgian Staff Headquarters of the division. The sector allocated 
to this division for its further advance toward the German frontier is 
marked on the map as far as St. Trond, a few kilometers south of the 
Albert Canal near Hasselt. Other markings on this map show that the ter- 
ritory north of this sector was reserved for the British Army. It is clear 
that such a plan of operation could only have been drawn up in agreement 
with the Belgian General Staff. 

Document No. 13 

In this document, the information which the rough map gives regarding 
the advance of the 1st Light Division is supplemented. It is an order of 
the same division, is dated December 18, 1939, and states what contacts 
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were provided for the advance. Side by side with British forces (2nd 
British Division or Hotblack Group) marching on the left flank of the 
division, would be the Belgian Army. Contacts were to be established not 
only with the Belgian field troops in this sector of the division but with 
the Belgian General Staff in Brussels. Contact with the General Staff was 
to be established from Soignies to Brussels by a motorized unit of French 
Cuirassiers. 

Document No. 14 

A map of roads for the British advance printed, as the imprint shows, 
in April, 1940, which proves that the British advance through Belgium had 
been settled in all its details as early as that time. 

Document No. IS 

This document also shows that on the advance through Belgium, contact 
was to be established with the British and Belgian troops. Mention is made 
here of the 3rd British Division which was to advance from its quarters 
near Lille via Audenarde and Louvain, and of a Belgian division which 
was stationed at Turnhout. Contact was also to be established with Belgian 
Headquarters, the exact position of which is stated in the order. Contact with 
the Dutch troops is similarly provided for. They were to be reached, in 
accordance with the marching orders given, in the Tilburg sector. 

Document No. 16 

The sixteenth document is an operation order issued by French Lt.-Col. 
Lestoquoi, commander of a special group commissioned with the task of 
advancing from their garrison near Dunkerque on a forced march through 
Belgium to occupy and safeguard the islands of Walcheren and Beverland. 
Paragraph XIII of this order expressly emphasizes cooperation with Belgian 
and Dutch troops during this operation. 

Document No. 17 

Document No. 17 is an operation order, dated November 15, 1939, and 
issued by French Lt.-Col. Astafort, in command of the Subsection west of 
the Lestoquoi group mentioned in Document No. 16. This French detach- 
ment was instructed to proceed as rapidly as possible from their head- 
quarters in the neighborhood of Dunkerque to the Dutch village of Breskens 
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on the south bank of the Scheldt estuary and thence to cross by ferry to 
Flushing in order to safeguard the aerodrome situated there. 

Document No, 18 

An order, dated April 17, 1940, and issued by the leader of a French 
reconnaisance detachment, with reference to the advance through Belgium 
via Bruges and Antwerp to the Dutch town of Breda, this document, like 
the three preceding it, unmistakably reveals the full extent of the Franco- 
British intentions which aimed at occupying positions not only in Belgium 
but also in Holland, whence an attack could be launched against Germany. 
This document, moreover, shows especially clearly to what a large extent 
Franco-British plans of operations were based upon cooperation with 
the Belgian and Dutch armies and that they were preceded by a previous 
communication to the General Staffs concerned. 

Document No. 19 

This furnishes indisputable proof from another quarter that such General 
Staff conferences actually took place. It is a memorandum from Commander 
in Chief Winkelman of the Dutch forces, dated March 23, 1940, and was 
handed to the Belgian Government by the Dutch Minister in Brussels, and 
found in the Belgian Foreign Office during the advance of the German 
troops. This memorandum not only proves that military negotiations took 
place between Holland and Belgium, but it also shows clearly that these 
negotiations were based on the most detailed cooperation with the British 
and French General Staffs. 

The memorandum states in detail how many divisions were expected 
from Britain and France and what measures were to be adopted in North 
Brabant in order to enable the Dutch to bring “into action a portion of their 
army side by side with the Belgian or the British and French forces in 
these provinces. ,, In the course of the negotiations conducted to this end 
with the French and British Governments, General Winkelman — as the 
most important section of this memorandum states — emphatically pointed 
out that a withdrawal of the Dutch troops from the Grebbe Line to the 
Vesting Holland would be most regrettable from the Dutch as well as from 
the international point of view. For what reason? Because “a defense of 
the Grebbe Line leaves open the possibility of advancing from this line 
at any given moment in order to proceed to an attack.” Although the 
memorandum — in keeping with the customary form of such documents — 
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refers chiefly to defensive measures, this sentence clearly shows that the 
negotiations were conducted solely with the intention of discovering how 
the Dutch position could best be incorporated in the far-reaching offensive 
plans of the Western Powers. 

Our deductions may be summarized thus: 

(1) Since the end of the Great War, General Staff talks have continued 
without interruption between Belgium and France. The same applies to 
cooperation between the Belgian and the British General Staffs. The Ger- 
man High Command possessed indisputable proof of all this. In the end, 
the Belgian Government no longer refrained from frank public references 
to this cooperation. Detailed military agreements were similarly concluded 
between the Dutch Government and Britain and France. 

(2) Documents captured by German troops on their advance into Bel- 
gium — of which those published here are only a small first installment — 
irrefutably prove that the Franco-British advance on the Ruhr territory 
via Belgium and Holland was prepared in every particular by the General 
Staffs of the hostile powers as early as September, 1939, and that not only 
the General Staffs but the fighting forces of all the countries involved were 
informed of every detail of these orders. 

In all probability, British and French authorities in their embarrassment 
will attempt to counter these incontrovertible proofs with the same excuse 
they made following the disclosures of German White Book No. 4 in 
regard to British intentions to land in Norway, namely by stating that their 
plans only concerned a counterstroke. Although there is absolute proof that 
the British expedition to Norway was in progress as early as April 7, they 
asserted that the British plans were drawn up only when German ships 
were on the way to Narvik. 

How unfounded the British excuses are was demonstrated by Joachim 
von Ribbentrop, German Minister for Foreign Affairs, in his statement to 
the Diplomatic Corps and representatives of the home and foreign press, 
regarding Britain’s mine-laying in Norwegian territorial waters on April 8 
in order to safeguard the landing of her expeditionary force in Stavanger, 
Bergen, Trondheim and Narvik. He further pointed out that orders to sail 
for the North had been issued to the German fleet only when information 
of the full details of this British plan had reached Germany. Germany’s 
counterstroke, launched on April 9, only succeeded at the last minute in 
frustrating the British plan of landing in Norway. Further striking proof 
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of British intentions in Scandinavia is a document that fell into the hands 
of the German troops during their operations in Norway and provided 
truly sensational disclosures about the real aims of the British plans at 
that time. It concerned the plan of operation for the Avonforce detachment, 
originally ordered into action at Narvik, an order issued by the British 
War Office on April 6 (Document 20). 

Document No. 20 

In paragraph 2 of this order it is explicitly stated that the Swedish iron 
ore territory is to be the objective of this British enterprise. It says that at 
a moment to be fixed by the commander of the group an advance of British 
troops into Sweden to occupy the iron mines at Gallivare is to be launched. 

Not a word is to be found in the order about the presence of German 
troops which, if credence is to be given to the statement of British ministers, 
were to be driven out of Norway. True, item 2 of the order reckons with 
possible enemy action, but in terms which show that it was expected at 
the beginning of May at the earliest, that is long after the intended British 
coup against Sweden. 

This order clearly shows that the sole object the British Government 
had for its projected invasion of Norway was the occupation of the Swedish 
iron mines. The assertion that the British expedition to Scandinavia was 
merely a countermeasure is thus refuted once and for all. From the outset 
of the war declared by them, the Western Powers concentrated on counter- 
balancing the moral and military weakness of their position by endeavoring 
to enlist other, especially smaller, states to assist them in their aims. Scan- 
dinavia was to come first, then Holland, Belgium and Luxemburg. But the 
German sword put an end to their dastardly schemes. 
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The Reich Government for a long time has known of the main aim of 
British and French war policy. It consists of the expansion of war to 
other countries and the misuse of their peoples as auxiliary mercenary 
troops by England and France. The last attempt in this direction was a plan 
to occupy Scandinavia with the aid of Norway in order to establish a new 
front there against Germany. 

This attempt was frustrated at the zero hour through Germany’s inter- 
ference. Germany gave the world public documentary proof of that. 

Immediately after the failure of the British and French action in Scan- 
dinavia, England and France resumed their policies for the expansion in 
other directions. 

Thus, during the flight-like retreat of the British troops from Norway 
the English Prime Minister announced that England, because of the changed 
situation, was now in a position to transfer the main force of her fleet to the 
Mediterranean and the English and French units were already on the way 
to Alexandria. 

The Mediterranean now became the center of the Anglo-French war 
propaganda. Partly this was intended to conceal the defeat in Scandinavia 
and the great loss of prestige thereby suffered in the eyes of their own 
people and of the world, and partly to make it appear as if the Balkans 
now had been selected as the next theater of war against Germany. 


Mediterranean Ruse 

In reality , however, the ostensible shifting of Anglo-French war policy 
to the Mediterranean served an entirely different purpose: it was nothing 
more than a large-scale maneuver to divert attention in order to deceive 
Germany as to the actual scene of the next Anglo-French attack. 

xriii 
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For some time it has been realized by the German Government that the 
true object of Britain and France is this: a carefully prepared and now 
imminent attack on Germany in the west with the view of advancing toward 
the Ruhr district across Belgian and Dutch territory. 

Germany has recognized and respected the integrity of Belgium and Hol- 
land on the natural supposition that the two countries would preserve the 
strictest neutrality in the event of war between Germnay on the one hand 
and Britain and France on the other. 

Belgium and Holland have not complied with this condition. 

It is true that so far they have tried to retain the outward appearance of 
neutrality, but the countries have favored Germany’s enemies with com- 
plete partiality and have even supported them in their intentions. 

Basing their views on documents in their possession and particularly on 
appended reports of the Reich Ministry of the Interior of March 29, 1940, 
and of the German High Command of May 4, 1940, the German Govern- 
ment desires to draw attention to the following facts: 

First, since the outbreak of the war the Belgian and Dutch press have 
shown an anti-German attitude in excess even of that taken by British and 
French newspapers. In spite of continual protests on the part of the Reich 
they have not up to the present time changed their attitude. 

In addition to this, leading personalities in public life in both countries 
have to an increasing extent in recent months expressed the view that the 
place of Belgium and Holland was at the side of Britain and France. Many 
other incidents in the political and business life of Belgium and Holland 
emphasize this tendency still more. 

The Lowlands Join in the Allies 9 Plot 

Second, Holland, in conjunction with certain Belgian circles, has lent 
herself to giving support to attempts of the British Secret Service to bring 
about a revolution in Germany, which amounts to a flagrant breach of her 
most elementary obligations as a neutral. 

The organization built up by the secret service on Belgian and Dutch 
soil, which enjoyed the fullest support of the Belgian and Dutch authorities 
reaching as far as the highest circles of officials and of the General Staff, 
had no other object than the removal of the Fuehrer and of the German 
Government by all the means at their disposal and the setting up of a gov- 
ernment in Germany which would be ready to work for the destruction of 
the unity of the Reich and would agree to the formation of a powerless fed- 
eration of individual German states. 
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Dutch and Belgian Military Operations 

Measures taken by the Belgian Government and the Dutch Government 
in the military sphere make the position even clearer. They provide incon- 
trovertible proof of the true intentions of the policy pursued by Belgium and 
Holland. 

They are in marked contrast to all declarations made by the Belgian Gov- 
ernment and the Dutch Government to the effect that they would, with all 
their power and in every direction, oppose any attempt to make use of 
their sovereign territory for the passage of troops or as a base for operations 
on land, at sea or in the air. 

Thus Belgium, to give an example, has fortified itself on its German 
border exclusively. Facing France no fortifications of any kind have been 
built. The repeated urgent representations of the German Government were, 
it is true, answered each time by the Belgian Government with assurances 
that care would be taken to put an end to this state of affairs, which 
operates against Germany only. In actual fact, however, nothing was ever 
done and all promises in this direction remained unfulfilled. 

On the contrary, Belgium up to this very moment continued exclusively 
and unabatingly to perfect her fortifications against Germany. The Dutch 
coast represents an equally open and unguarded means of entry for the 
British Air Force. The German Government has furnished the Dutch Gov- 
ernment, by a series of communications, with proof of the violation of 
Dutch neutrality by British aircraft. 


Winking at Frequent Violations of Dutch Neutrality by British Planes 

Since the outbreak of the war, British airmen have been appearing almost 
daily over German territory coming from Holland. There are 127 cases in 
which British military aircraft have crossed over Dutch territory. It has 
been indisputably proved in every detail, the Dutch Government being duly 
notified. 

In reality, however, the number is far greater, being many times the 
number of cases noted. In all these additional cases there is likewise no 
doubt that the British planes were involved. The large number of cases in 
which Dutch territory has been flown over and the fact that the Dutch 
Government took no effective measures of any kind against this action prove 
without a shadow of doubt that the British Air Force has been using Dutch 
sovereign territory systematically as a base for operations against Ger- 
many with the knowledge and consent of the Dutch Government. 
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Concentration of Entire Armed Forces at German Border 

Still more striking proof of the real attitude of Belgium and Holland is, 
however, the concentration of the entire mobilized Belgian and Dutch 
troops which is directed against Germany. While at the beginning of Sep- 
tember, 1939, Belgium and Holland had their troops distributed fairly 
evenly along their frontiers, some time later and as collaboration between 
the Belgian and Dutch General Staffs and those of Britain and France 
intensified, the western frontiers of these countries were completely denuded 
of troops and the entire Belgian and Dutch forces concentrated against 
Germany on the eastern frontiers of these two countries. 

This massing of Belgian and Dutch troops on the German frontier took 
place at a time when Germany had concentrated no troops on her Belgian- 
Dutch frontiers, but when Great Britain and France, on the contrary, had 
assembled strong mechanized attacking forces on the Franco-Belgian 
frontier. 

In other words, at a time when the neutrality in the west appeared more 
and more menaced by the attitude of Great Britain and France, and by a 
massing of British and French troops, and when Belgium and Holland 
would consequently have had every reason to strengthen their protective 
measures here, they withdrew their own troops from the endangered western 
frontier to the east, where no German troops at all were stationed. 

German Counter-measures Inevitable 

It was not until that moment that Germany adopted her counter-measures 
and now also stationed her troops on the Belgian and Dutch frontiers. 
However, the Belgian and Dutch General Staffs by these sudden measures, 
entirely contrary to every rule of strategy, disclosed their true attitude. 

Their action becomes understandable when it is realized that these meas- 
ures were taken only because Belgian and Dutch troops have never con- 
sidered themselves as anything but the vanguard of the Anglo-French Army. 

Documents in possession of the German Government prove that prepara- 
tions made by Britain and France on Belgian and Dutch territory for their 
attack on Germany have already reached an advanced stage. 

T hus some considerable time ago all obstacles on the Franco-Belgian fron- 
tier which might have impeded the advance of the Anglo-French forces 
were secretly removed. Airdromes in Belgium and Holland were inspected 


Digitized by 


Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



GERMAN MEMORANDUM 


XXVll 


by British and French officers and improvements were duly carried out. 
Means of transport were stationed in readiness on the frontiers in Belgium 
and recently advanced stag and troop units of the British and French armies 
arrived in various places in Belgium and Holland. 

These facts, as well as additional reports which have become more fre- 
quent in the last few days, are undeniable proof that an Anglo-French attack 
on Germany is imminent and that this envisaged attack on the Ruhr will 
take place through Belgium and Holland. 

An impression of the Belgian and Dutch attitude as gained from these 
irrefutable facts is incontestible and clear. From the very outbreak of the 
war, contrary to the declaration ostensibly made by their Governments, 
both countries have secretly sided with Britain and France — that is to say, 
with the very powers who had determined to attack Germany and had 
actually declared war. 

German Warning Disregarded 

Although the attention of the Belgian Foreign Minister has on more 
than one occasion been earnestly directed by Germany toward this attitude, 
no change whatsoever has ensued. 

On the contrary, the Belgian Minister for Defense recently made a state- 
ment in Belgium tantamount to admission that the General Staffs of 
Belgium, France and Britain had come to an agreement on all measures 
necessary for concerted action against Germany. If, in spite of this, Belgium 
and Holland still persist in making a pretext of a policy of independence 
and neutrality, this cannot explain away these indubitable facts, and the 
attitudes of the two governments cannot be regarded as anything but an 
attempt at deception as to the real intentions of Belgian and Dutch policy. 

In view of this state of affairs, the German Government can no longer 
doubt that Belgium and Holland are determined not only to tolerate the 
impending Anglo-French attack, but support it in every direction, and that 
agreements reached between the General Staffs of the two countries and 
those of Britain and France can serve only this purpose. The objection 
advanced by Belgium and Holland that this development does not conform 
with their intentions, and that their helplessness in the face of Britain 
and France simply compelled them to adopt this attitude, we cannot accept 
as valid. 

In any case, as far as Germany is concerned, it has no bearing on the 
situation. 
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A Life and Death Struggle for Germany 

The struggle for life and death was thrust on the German people by 
Britain and France. The German Government does not intend to await an 
attack by Britain and France , nor to allow the war to be carried through 
Belgium and France to German soil. 

They have , therefore , issued orders for their troops to safeguard the neu- 
trality of the countries with all the military means at the disposal of the 
Reich. 

The German Government desires to make the following supplementary 
announcement: German soldiers are not entering Holland and Belgium as 
enemies , for the German Government neither desired nor brought about this 
development. The responsibility rests with Britain and France and with the 
Belgian and Dutch Governments , who tolerated and favored them. 

The German Government further declares that Germany does not intend 
by these measures to attack the integrity of the Kingdom of Belgium and 
the Kingdom of Holland or their possessions or property in Europe or in 
their colonies , either now or in the future . 

It is still in the power of the Belgian and Dutch Governments today 
to safeguard the welfare of all their people at the last moment by insuring 
that no resistance to the German troops is offered. The German Government 
herewith requests the two governments to issue the necessary orders without 
delay. Should the German troops encounter opposition in Belgium or Hol- 
land, it will be crushed with every means. The Belgian and Dutch Govern- 
ments alone would bear the responsibility for the consequences and for the 
bloodshed, which would then become unavoidable. 
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First, contrary to the statement made by the Belgian King to the effect 
that Belgium would pursue a policy independent jrom the grouping oj the 
great powers , Belgian defenses on land were solely directed against Germany. 
Liege was turned into the mightiest fortress in Western Europe, while 
Namur was fortified only against the east. The frontier with France re- 
mained unfortified. 

These facts were established beyond a doubt by German reconnaissance 
planes flying along the Belgian border. 


The Belgian-Polish Agreement of 1937 

Second, documents found in Warsaw prove the cooperation of Polish and 
Belgian military authorities , especially as far as the exchange of informa - 
tion, material and news concerning Germany goes. 

On May 1, 1937, the following agreement was made between the Belgian 
General Staff and the Polish Military Attache in Paris: 

“The Belgian General Staff with the consent of the Belgian War Office 
agrees to cooperation with the Second Division of the Polish General Staff 
concerning the exchange of information concerning the German Army. 

“The Polish Military Attache at Brussels will be entrusted with the task 
of acting as the liaison officer. 

“The Polish Military Attache reported to the Polish Government that to 
the best of his knowledge the Belgian Foreign Ministry had been informed 
of this cooperation.” 

The Belgian General Staff offered to Poland , Belgian information con- 
cerning the German Army, Navy and Air Force. 

The Poles promised corresponding material to the Belgians for the middle 
of June, 1937. 

xxix 
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Belgian Troop Concentration on German Border 

Third, the distribution of Belgian military forces and the deployment of 
Belgian troops was exclusively directed against Germany. 

Since the end of October of 1939, of a total of twenty -one mobilized 
Belgian divisions fourteen were stationed along the German border while 
three divisions were kept in reserve near Brussels. Only four reserve divi- 
sions were drawn up along the coast and the French border. 

On the occasion of military leaves suspended in Belgium on Nov. 11, 

1939, further strong Belgian forces were sent to the German border, while 
the coast and French border were left almost entirely unprotected. This 
one-sided deployment of Belgian troops was not changed, even when strong 
Anglo-French motorized units were placed along the Belgian-French frontier 
up to the coast. 

This distribution of Belgian forces was followed up on Jan. 14, 1940, 
by an order to Belgian troops at Belgium’s southwestern border and in the 
Ardennes forbidding them explicitly to fire on French troops. 

Fourth, other technical measures taken by Belgium fully correspond 
with the attitude directed against Germany. 

While since the beginning of the war military obstacles on roads leading 
into Belgium from Germany were intensified and multiplied, since January, 

1940, all military precautionary measures taken by Belgians along the 
French border were canceled. Moreover, evacuation orders for important 
military establishments were given only in the vicinity of the German border. 

The same holds good as far as evacuation of the population is concerned. 
Significantly enough, Belgian evacuees were sent to districts near the French 
border. 

Belgian Military Arrangements 

Fifth, since October , 1939 , indications were growing that Belgium had 
made military arrangements with England and France. 

A decree issued by the Belgian Defense Minister as early as 1937 con- 
tains detailed instructions of the distribution of various main roads in the 
event of an Anglo-French march into Belgium. 

Belgian police along the French border received orders on Nov. 11, 1939, 
to clear the ways for French marching into Belgium and to remove all 
civilian vehicles from the roads. 

To facilitate the transport of Anglo-French troops through Belgium, rail- 
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way material, especially engines and empty trains, were kept in readiness 
near the French border. 

For the same purpose motor cars and lorries were concentrated near the 
French frontier. 

A telegram to the chief office of the Belgian railways dated the night of 
the 13th to the 14th of January underlined the importance of these meas- 
ures. The telegram reads: 

" No more objections need be raised to use oj Belgian railway material 
by Franco-British troops ” 

On Dec. 12, 1939, Mayors in the Ardennes district received orders to 
make necessary preparations for the accommodation of French troops. 

Belgian Cooperation with Allied General Staff 

During November and December of 1939 a special French detachment 
appeared near Liege and in the Ardennes district making, without the 
knowledge of the Belgian authorities, preparations for the marching of 
French troops into Belgium. 

Since December , 1939 , at various places in Belgium , French military en- 
gineers supervised the construction oj fortifications and British engineers 
constructed concrete platforms for heavy artillery. 

On April 20, the British steamer City of Simla arrived in Antwerp with 
arms, ammunition and tanks for British troops. War material was unloaded 
in Antwerp. 

These facts show beyond doubt that twice in the middle of October, 1939, 
Belgium openly prepared assistance to be given Allied forces. 

The task allotted to the Belgian Army was to intercept the German coun- 
ter-attack against British and French troops pushing forward in the direction 
of the Ruhr district and to hold Germans back until Anglo-French troops 
had found time to close up with the Belgians. 

Sixth, all reports on hand about the Anglo-French lining up of troops as 
well as the results of aerial reconnaissance show unmistakably that the left 
wing has been set aside for attack through Belgian territory. 

Practically all motorized infantry divisions as well as tank and cavalry 
divisions lined up on the Belgian frontier. They include a large number of 
North African divisions which are regarded as explicit shock-troop divi- 
sions. 

Despite this, complete opening of the Belgian southwest frontier and the 
one-sided lining up of Belgians against Germany was not recalled. 
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Cooperating with the Allied Air Force 

Seventh, in the field of air force , military cooperation between Belgium 
and the Western powers against Germany has been proved. It extends to 
the supply of material, active support in the manufacture of airplanes and 
the establishment of airports and air bases for Britain. 

Violations of neutrality of Belgian territory by airplanes of Western 
powers without sufficient defensive measures on the part of Belgium are 
further proof of this unilateral attitude. 

Eighth, Belgium supports the Western powers in the field of naval war- 
fare by not carrying out the Belgian decree that ships entering the port of 
Antwerp must unload explosives of more than 300 kilograms. However, 
for the benefit of the armed merchantmen of the Western powers this decree 
was not enforced of late. 

Ninth, especially grave are recent reports not only that Britain has been 
long prepared for marching into Belgium but that British advance com- 
manders were already stationed in Belgian official quarters and have already 
occupied important airdromes. 

These reports prove that the marching in of British and French troops 
into Belgium was imminent. 

Dutch Violations of Neutrality 

The change of deployment of Dutch troops since the beginning of 1939 
absolutely contradicts frequent Dutch assurances that Holland would de- 
fend her neutrality against whoever was likely to threaten it. 

While in September, 1939, five Dutch divisions were stationed in Western 
Holland, which fronts against England, only two divisions were drawn up 
along the Grebbe Line and the Dutch eastern border. Deployment was 
entirely the reverse early in 1940. 

Almost eight divisions were lined up along the Grebbe Line and south 
thereof, while in the Maastricht corner, only one regiment was stationed 
and a new division was formed in Peel Heath. 

Later another two newly-formed divisions were sent to the Grebbe Line 
facing east, while in the interiors of Holland only parts of two divisions 
remained, and Hollands defense against the west was safeguarded solely by 
a regiment of marines, regiments of second and third line and a battalion 
of recruits. 

Since then no material change occurred in this deployment of Dutch 
troops directed against Germany. 
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Simultaneously Dutch interior fortifications were built along the German 
border, while no such measures were taken in Western Holland or along 
the Dutch coast. Jan. 12, 1940, discussions took place in Breda between 
Dutch, Belgian, French and British staff officers. 

One-Sided Defenses 

In October, 1936, the King of the Belgians declared that Belgium would 
in the future avoid leaning on any great power and would pursue a policy 
independent of groups of powers. 

As a consequence of this independence policy it could be expected that 
from now on military preparations would be taken for the defense of her 
independence not only against Germany but also against France and Eng- 
land. 

It must be stated, however, that Belgian fortifications were directed 
one-sidedly against Germany since the World War; that Liege was made 
the most powerful fortified base of Western Europe and that the strengthen- 
ing of fortifications at Namur was carried out only on the Eastern Front. 

On the frontiers of Germany, Luxemburg and the Netherlands a deep 
and dense net of strong frontier fortifications came into existence. On the 
other hand the frontier toward France remained completely unfortified. 

That this fortification system was incompatible with the newly initiated 
independence policy was admitted in the Summer of 1937 by the Chief of 
the Belgian General Staff, General von den Bergen, when he declared that 
at the moment — as was quite natural — the entire fortification system of 
Belgium still faced the east. 

He added that before long, however, Germany would have the occasion 
to observe that the new political situation being taken into account by 
Belgium would mean security measures against all on all sides. 

These Belgian declarations were not carried into effect in the ensuing two 
and one-half years. 

On March 2, 1938, the Belgian Minister of Defense, Lieut. Gen. Henri 
Denis, declared in the Chamber that “Belgium retained a free hand regard- 
ing the execution of plans to fortify the country with the reservation, how- 
ever, that she could follow foreign counsel or pay attention to eventual 
necessity of cooperating with other States.” 

According to the situation existing at that time this intimation referred 
to the cooperation of Belgium with France and England. 

The budget for 1939 contained an item of 1,000,000 francs for the forti- 
fication of the southern frontier. 
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The sum of 270,000,000 francs was to be expended for the perfection of 
fortifications on the eastern frontier, which was already heavily fortified. 
Thus the disproportion existing between the two frontiers was further in- 
creased. 

French Frontier Left Unfortified 

German air reconnaissance over the French fortifications at the Belgian 
frontier ascertained beyond doubt that the Belgian frontier against France 
was still completely unfortified. 

Through other reliable reports it is known that only a small number of 
light field fortifications were constructed south of Brussels on the line of 
Ninove-Hal-Waterloo. 

This weak line, however, cannot be valued as a fortification along the 
frontier against France. It represents rather an extension of the “reduit 
national” that is, the area of retreat for the Belgian Army in case of war 
against Germany. 

The southern portion of the country on both banks of the rivers Sambre 
and Maas are still open to the French advance toward the German-Belgian 
frontier. 

On Feb. 8, 1940, this fact led to a sharp dispute in the Belgian Chamber 
between the Belgian Minister of Defense and a Belgian Deputy. 

In view of the lack of activity at the French frontier, it is all the more 
significant that not only at the end of the Summer of 1937, but even at the 
present time, fortifications directed against an allegedly projected German 
attack were being rushed to completion. 

Visit* of High French Officiate 

The French General Dosse, then the inspector of French training of 
reserve officers, inspected in January, 1939, an army school for the further 
education of French reserve officers living in Belgium at Brussels. 

It is not known to what extent Belgian officers participated in this affair 
— but Belgian generals, including the Minister of Defense as the official 
representative of the Belgian Army, participated in the dinner following 
the inspection. Official speeches were exchanged. 

Such French activity on Belgian territory with the consent and participa- 
tion of Belgian officials did not conform with the policy of independence 
announced by the Belgian King. 

Belgium did nothing to prepare the ground for a really neutral attitude 
of the population, particularly against the German Army. 
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While the closest contact was being maintained between the Belgian and 
French and English Annies, while, even as late as 1939, crack French com- 
panies visited Belgian troops units and public fraternization scenes occurred, 
agitation against the German Army was tolerated and may even have been 
promoted. 

It is still further significant that in 1937 notorious atrocity pictures were 
hung in the Citadel of Namur , a building owned by the army , and that they 
were used for systematic agitation against Germany . 

Documents Seized in Warsaw Corroborate German Charge 

Documents of the Polish General Staff seized in Warsaw gave irreproach- 
able proof for the Belgian-Polish cooperation in the exchange of information 
concerning Germany. 

The following can be ascertained from a letter of the Polish Military 
Attach^ in Paris, a colonel of the General Staff, Colonel Fyda, to the chief 
of the secretary of the department of the Polish General Staff dated May 
7, 1937: 

“On May 1, 1937, following the agreement concluded between the chief 
of the Belgian General Staff and Colonel Fyda: 

“The Belgian General Staff consents with the approval of the War Min- 
istry to cooperate with the Polish General Staff regarding the exchange of 
information on the German armed forces. 

“Information will be exchanged through the Polish Military Attach^ at 
Brussels. 

“Colonel Fyda reports that it could be assumed that the Belgian Foreign 
Ministry was informed regarding the cooperation. 

“The Chief of the Belgian General Staff ordered the immediate exchange 
of Belgian elaborations of March, 1937, regarding the disposition of the 
German Army, Air Force and Navy. 

“Colonel Fyda rejects this under pretext and requests a decision by tele- 
gram of the Chief of the Second Department in Warsaw. 

“A telegram from the Chief of the Second Department in Warsaw was 
dispatched to Colonel Fyda: ‘Agreed. — Polish material will be sent in the 
middle of June.’ ” 

This proved beyond doubt that Polish-Belgian cooperation existed until 
the beginning of the German-Polish war. 

Distribution of forces and deployment of the Belgian Army were directed 
against Germany. 
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In peacetime the Belgian frontier in the East was occupied by troops to 
a considerably stronger degree than along the southwestern frontier. 

Basic Change in Belgian Army Formation 

To this must be added that at the German frontier troops for an emer- 
gency were stationed but not at the French frontier. 

At the outbreak of the war the Belgian Army was still concentrating a 
majority of its divisions along the southwestern frontier. 

At the end of September, nine infantry divisions and two cavalry divisions 
were stationed at the fronts to the southwest and west. However, on the 
eastern front there were only three divisions, and one division in reserve 
and two divisions in the vicinity of the training ground at Beverloo. 

However, after October 2, 1939 , a basic change in the formation of the 
Belgian Army took place and the largest part of the Belgian Army units was 
shifted to the northeastern frontier. 

Since the latter part of October out of twenty-one mobilized divisions of 
the field army about fourteen divisions were placed in position at the north- 
ern and eastern frontiers between Antwerp and south of Liege; three divi- 
sions stood as reserve units in the Brussels area and about four divisions 
stood at the southwest frontier and along the coastal area. 

All night-leaves of November 7 and 8 were canceled for the entire Bel- 
gian Army, and numerous omnibuses and trucks were called in for army 
duty. 

It is confirmed that on November 8 a transportation movement started. 
Thereby strong forces were shifted from the area around Brussels, from the 
coastal area and from the southwest frontier. This shift led to an almost 
complete military evacuation of the coast and the French frontiers. 

Over two-thirds of the Belgian Army troops are stationed at the eastern 
frontier and behind the Albert Canal. The remainder is stationed around 
Brussels as reserve and in the coastal area. 

Only the weak protective units without artillery remained at the French 
frontier and in the coastal area. 

On April 10, 1940, about forty small troop detachments were shipped from 
the Albert Canal to the interior of the country. This, however, did not imply 
a strengthening of the forces at the Belgian southern frontier or at the coast 
against the Western powers, but simply meant the intention to keep certain 
reserves behind the front lines. 

During the next few days part of these forces was shifted again to the 
northeastern frontier. 
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Resistance was not supposed to be made , since irrefutable proof exists 
that on the morning of Jan. 14 all Belgian troops stationed on the southwest 
border and in the Ardennes area were forbidden to shoot at advancing Eng- 
lish and French troops. 

Technical preparations for safeguarding the frontier were one-sidedly 
directed against Germany. 

At the outbreak of the war a dense net of prepared and guarded obstacles 
existed at the German frontier, while at the French frontier there were only 
a few light obstacles. 

Obstacles at the French frontier, as far as could be ascertained, were 
removed in October, 1939, and in January, 1940. Blasting charges were 
removed also from overhead structures. 

Evacuation of military establishments and manufacturing centers impor- 
tant for war production and evacuation of the population was prepared only 
in areas along the German frontier. 

It is significant that the destinations for the evacuated are the towns along 
the French frontier. 

Since October, 1939, evidence has accumulated that Belgium not only 
favored England and France by a one-sided military and political attitude 
but also concluded military conventions with both powers. 

Belgium reserved, by a declaration of the foreign affairs committee of the 
Senate on June 22, 1939, the right for her General Staff to hold consulta- 
tions with the General Staffs of other countries. 

In a debate in the Chamber on March 7, 1940, the Belgian Minister of 
Defense stated with regard to the military guarantees of certain powers 
that the guarantee “in order to be effective” must operate immediately. 

“In regard to this necessity I can give assurance that no factor has been 
neglected that will enable those powers guaranteeing our independence to 
fulfill obligations voluntarily assumed by them.” 

Use of Roads Provided 

This statement clearly shows that consultations had taken place between 
the Belgian General Staff and the General Staffs of Western powers, for no 
such consultation had taken place with the German General Staff. 

It must be observed that consultations of this sort that formed the basis 
for the immediate putting into effect of the guarantee obligations assured 
by France and England must have been carried on with the approval of 
the highest quarters. 
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Regulations issued by the Belgian Ministry oj Defense in 1937 contained 
precise details regarding the use of roads in the event of a Franco-British 
advance. 

The following observations prove also that measures had been taken 
by Belgium in view of the entry of Franco-British troops and that consulta- 
tions between the General Staffs of Belgium, France and England had taken 
place that were directed unilaterally against Germany. 

On November 11, 1939, gendarmes on the French frontier received in- 
structions to make the roads clear in the event of the entry of French troops 
and to bar all civilian vehicles from those roads. 

However, in the neighborhood of the German frontier all road signs were 
removed. In the vicinity of the French frontier they either remained or 
were replaced. 

Similar observations were made on Jan. 13 and 14, 1940. 

Railways Kept Ready for Allies 

In order to facilitate the transport of French and British troops, railway 
material, including numerous locomotives, were kept in readiness at the 
French frontier. 

Similar facts were observed on Jan. 23 and Jan. 24, 1940, and at the 
beginning of April on the Franco-Belgian frontier stretching from Mons to 
Maubeuge and from Roubaix to Charleroi. 

For the same purpose French automobile columns were assembled on the 
French frontier. 

During the night from Oct. 13-14, 1939, the administration of Belgian 
railways in Brussels sent out a telegram ordering that Belgian trains must 
be kept empty and at the disposal of the French and British troops. 

The telegram read as follows: 

“No objection to utilization of Belgian railway material by French and 
British troops ” 

According to a report, a French motorized column on Jan. 15 stood ready 
with full equipment to march on the French sector of the road from Steen- 
voorde to Poperinghe at the spot where the road in question marks the 
border line between France and Belgium. 

The French commanding officer proceeded to a distance of about 200 
meters within Belgian territory with the object of ascertaining whether 
advance into Belgium had been ordered, and had conversation on the sub- 
ject with the Belgian officer. Since no such orders had been given, the 
French officer withdrew to his detachment. 
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No attempt was made to intern the French officer. 

On Jan. 15, 1940, a French motorized column crossed the Belgian fron- 
tier and marched some kilometers into the country in the direction of 
Poperinghe. The local Belgian commander authorized the French column 
to return without further ado. 

French Office™ at Liege 

The Burgomasters (Mayors) in the Ardennes region received instruction 
on Dec. 10, 1939, to provide for the accommodation of French troops. 

In connection with the reports received from France it has been ascer- 
tained that in December , 1939 , Belgian intelligence troops were attempting 
to establish information quarters for the French High Command. 

In November and December, 1939, French officers charged with the duty 
of preparing the French advance were staying in the environs of Li6ge and 
in the Ardennes region with cognizance of Belgian officers. 

The French officers in question were camouflaged as soldiers on leave 
and had their uniforms with them in their trunks. 

The fortified positions near Liige and on the Albert Canal , construction 
on which required the service of a great number of men and engineers , were 
clearly destined from the very beginning for utilization by the British and 
French forces since the extensive nature of those positions was not adapted 
to the means at the disposal of the Belgian Army. 

In December, 1939, it was observed that the work of fortifying the 
district of Dinant as well as the region northwest of Mons was being super- 
vised by French engineers. 

For this purpose French engineers daily crossed the frontier in French 
motor cars and drove to Dinant whence they were brought to their respec- 
tive stations in Belgian military cars. 

Work carried out in the district of Ervelde in Flanders for digging the 
auxiliary canal and for the construction of positions for anti-aircraft bat- 
teries, artillery and wide-range guns was directed by British engineers. 

On April 4, 1940, a report from Antwerp said that the steamer City of 
Simla, 11,000 tons, had arrived from London with a cargo of arms, muni- 
tions and tanks for British troops and that the cargo in question had been 
discharged. 
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ORDERS ISSUED BY THE COMMANDER OF THE FRENCH 
DETACHMENT OPERATING IN LUXEMBURG, MAY 2, 1940 

[Translation] 

Secret 

204th Inf. Rgt. 

The Commander of the 
Detachment Operating in 
Luxemburg. 

No. 3264/C 

SERVICE INSTRUCTIONS 

CHANGE IN THE ORDER FOR WITHDRAWAL 

The 2nd Battalion of the 204th Inf. Rgt. will occupy the farm of 
AIRSAIN on receipt of the order: 

“Enter Luxemburg, move immediately.” 

The motorcycle scout section of the 334th Inf. Rgt., which was to have 
occupied this farm, will not do so. 

A motorcyclist will be sent by the battalion commander in charge of the 
detachment to convey the withdrawal order to the Lieutenant commanding 
The Motorcycle Scout Section of the 334th Inf. Rgt., who will take the 
RODANGE LONGLAVILLE route and place himself at the disposal of 
his corps commander. 

H.Q. May 2, 1940. 

FEUILLATRE, Battalion Commander in 
charge of the Detachment operating in 

Luxemburg. 

Distribution: 

Motorcycle Scout Section of the 204th Inf. Rgt. 

Motorcycle Scout Section of the 334th Inf. Rgt. c/o Commander. 
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The Colonel in command of the 334th Inf.Rgt. 

Shock troop detachment of the 204th Inf.Rgt. c/o Commander of 11/204. 
Shock troop detachment of the 227th Inf.Rgt. c/o Regimental Commander. 
Shock troop detachment of the 334th Inf.Rgt. c/o Regimental Commander. 
Commander of the 7th Comp, c/o Commander 11/204 Inf.Rgt. 
Commander of the 9th Comp, c/o Commander III/204 Inf. Rgt. 

Leader of the two motorized sections of C.A.3, c/o Commander 1 11/204 Inf. 

Rgt. (2 copies). 

File (2 copies). 


DOCUMENT NO. 2 

REGIMENTAL ORDERS REGARDING OBJECTIVES IN BELGIUM 

ISSUED BY THE 4TH FRENCH CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE 

CAR REGIMENT, APRIL 2, 1940 

[Translation] 

H. Q. April 2, 1940. 

4th Light Division 
14th Light Brigade 

4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Regiment 

OPERATION INSTRUCTION NO. 1 
Maps used: scale 1/50.000,° “Michelin” 

A. Task Assigned to the 4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Rgt. The 4th 
Light Division Covers the 2nd Army Corps (Left Wing of the 9th 
Army). 

The 4th C.R.C.Rgt. (less the 3rd Tank Squadron) reinforced by a 
section of 25 mm anti-tank guns, one M.G. section of the 14th Motor- 
ized Rifle Rgt. and a motorcycle pioneer section under the command of 
the Lt. Col. commanding the 4th C.R.C.Rgt., cooperating toward the 
south with the scout detachments and the advanced protective detach- 
ment of the 1st Cavalry Division, and to the north with the same units 
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of the reconnaissance group of the 2nd Army, as well as with the 

Cavalry Corps, is ordered: 

1. To take possession of the crossings over the Meuse, between DAVE 
and ANHEE inclusive, to occupy protective positions on the SART 
— BERNARD — MAILLEN — CRUPET — DORINNE line, and to 
send out scouts in the direction of DURBUY and MARCHE. 

2. To thrust advanced protective detachments beyond the line men- 
tioned, as soon as the advance guards of the 14th Motorized Rifle 
Rgt. have arrived, and after completing reconnoitering from 
MARCHE toward STRAVELOT. 

B. Intentions of the Lt.-Col. Commanding the 4th Cavalry Reconnaissance 

Car Rgt. 

1. To proceed as rapidly as possible to the Meuse, to occupy and hold 
its crossings and to take special defensive measures on the BIOUL- 
GODINNE — YVOIR line. 

2. To reconnoiter as quickly as possible beyond the above-mentioned 
line, with principal points of attack in the southern part. 

3. To establish advanced protection along the line decided upon, such 
protection first of all offering resistance in the southern part of 
the section (CRUPET — DORINNE). 

4. To repulse small enemy detachments which might have crossed the 
Meuse, and in any case to assure possession of the LESVES — 
BIOUL line of observation posts, to keep possession of the fringe 
of the woods to the west of the river. 

C. Operation Area of the 4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Division and 

Roads of Advance 1 1 and I a , See Maps. Movement Toward the Meuse. 

A) The regiment will proceed in two columns using the routes 1 1 and 

1 2 , each column in three sections: reconnaissance, protection, first- 
line transport 1. 

1. Northern Group. Commander: the Commander of the second 
group of squadrons. Route I *. 

Reconnaissance Unit 2 (one section of armored reconnais- 
sance cars, one section of motorcycle riflemen), two sections of 
the 4th Squadron of motorcycle riflemen, one 25 mm anti-tank 
gun. 

First-line transport 1 of this group. 
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2. Southern Group. Commander: the Lt.-Col. and Regimental 
Commander. Route I x . 

Reconnaissance Unit 1 under the command of the Squadron 
Leader commanding the first group of squadrons (two motor- 
cycle sections of the 2nd Squadron — two sections of armored 
reconnaissance cars). Regimental staff: one motorized section 
of engineers, one section of armored reconnaissance cars, and 
one section of motorcycle riflemen (protective reserve under 
the command of an officer to be detailed by the Squadron 
Leader commanding the first group of squadrons). 

2 sections of motorcycle riflemen of the 4th Squadron, 3 
25 mm anti-tank guns, 1 M.G. section of the 14th Rifle Rgt. 
(motorized) under the command of the Captain commanding 
the 4th Motorcycle Squadron. 

First-line transport 1 of the group in command of the of- 
ficer in charge of execution of service details. 

The anti-tank gun section, the M.G. section and the motor- 
ized section of engineers are to reach EPPE — SAUVAGE, as 
soon as alarm has been given. 

B) Section Limits: cross-roads south of EPPE — SAUVAGE — FOUR- 
BECHIES — DAUSSOIS — GOMEZEE — BOIS DU PRINCE 
GRAUX— BOIS DE NEFFE— BOIS MARLY-RIVIERE, all 
these points to the Southern Group. 

C) Protection: advance guard columns will be protected by one sec- 
tion of armored reconnaissance cars and one section of motor- 
cycle riflemen each. 

D) Objective No. 1: line GERPINNES— MORIALME— FLOR- 
ENNES. Contact to be established by advance guards on the line 
MORIALME— FLORENNES. 

Objective No. 2: advance guards reach heights or cross-roads to 
the east of the Meuse. Main body: the Meuse. 

E) Immediately on arriving at the Meuse, the advance guards must 
immediately establish contact in a northerly direction with the 
reconnaissance group of the 2nd Army and with the fortified 
region of NAMUR; in a southerly direction with the 1st Light 
Cavalry Division near DINANT. 
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F) Demarcation of Sectors: to be carried out by the group comman- 
ders by means of motorcyclists. 

G) Starting Points: the Belgian frontier for both groups. Starting 
times will be stipulated in accordance with alarm orders. 

H) Destinations for Northern Group, to be ordered by the Squadron 
Leader commanding the respective group. For Southern Group, to 
be ordered by an officer to be detailed by the Captain command- 
ing the 4th Motorcycle Rifle Squadron. 

I) Workshop Train: at end of first-line transport l. 1 

K) Anti-Aircraft Defense: by means of automatic arms, each group 
provides anti-aircraft defense at the intervals between the march- 
ing columns, and at the end of the groups by a motorcycle rifle 
group of the 4th Squadron. 

L) Anti-Tank Defense: by means of armored reconnaissance cars 
and anti-tank guns; for the Southern Group by means of a 25 mm 
anti-tank gun at the head of first-line transport 1. 

M) Lighting: when marching off at night: one vehicle with dimmed 
lights at the head of each section or corresponding unit, all other 
vehicles show parking light. 

N) Distance between units on the march: 50 meters between vehicles, 
100 meters between sections or corresponding units, 400 meters 
between groups of two sections or corresponding units. 

P) Composition and Movement of Groups and Baggage: see Appen- 
dix. 

Q) Squadron Commanders will give all detail orders necessary for 
the composition of the groups (first echelons of supply and first- 
line transport 1) in their quarters, further for the movement of 
these units in the region of EPPE — SAUVAGE, as well as for the 
alignment of the columns on the respective lines of march, in the 
direction of the starting points. The staff commander must deter- 
mine rallying points for first-line transport and for the regimental 
transport. In any event the road from MOUSTIER— EPPE to 
SAUTIN or RANCE must be cleared of vehicles immediately 
after the alarm is given. 

1 J ) is omitted in the original document. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 3 

MAINTENANCE INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING FUEL SUPPLIES 
IN BELGIUM FOR THE 4TH FRENCH LIGHT DIVISION 

[Translation] 

4th Light Division 
14th Light Brigade, Motorized 

4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car RegL 2nd Squadron 

EXTRACT FROM INSTRUCTION NO. 202 S/4 OF THE 4TH 

LIGHT CAVALRY DIVISION. 

I. Initial allotment of transport means, and preparations for the start: 

a) At the disposition of the Corps within the tactical groups: 

First-line transport 1: ration lorries 

field kitchens 
fuel tank wagons 

munition lorries to move with the Corps. 

b) With the Division: 

First-line transport 2 (remainder). Regimental transport col- 
lected separately for the different corps. Movement to be decided 
by the Division. 

c) Sent forward to the repair bases: 

Workshops for the motorized units (except Maintenance). Move- 
ment to be decided by the Division. 

II. Supplies for the troops: 

On JI and J2 (time), in the morning: 

Rations, replenishment of fuel and ammunition to be provided by 
the groups according to orders issued by the groups, and from the 
supply of first-line transport 1 on the march with the groups. 
Commencing on J2, in the morning: 

Remainder of first-line transport 2, distribution commands of first- 
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line transports of groups, and, if required, ammunition must, as a 
matter of principle, be advanced to the following first points of 
destination: 4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Rgt. up to cross-roads 
1 km east of ARBRE. 

III. Allotment of maintenance commencing at J2, in the evening: 

During J2, the distribution sections return to the base empty, to- 
gether with the Corps vehicles. They will be included in the supply 
columns. 

First-line transport 2 will be regrouped and remains at the disposal 
of the group leaders. 

IV. Deployment behind the Meuse: 

Base: Regimental transport: CHATELET 
Fuel: CHATELET 

Ammunition: PESCHE 

Corps Workshops: 

4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Regt: FALISOLLE 
First-line transport 2 : 

4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Rgt.: region east of ARBRE. 

V. Traffic Regulation: 

a) Control: 

Up to the road connecting CHARLEROI and PHILIPPEVILLE 
(R. 19) control by the Army. 

Between connecting road R. 15 and the Meuse, by the Division. 
After the arrival of the advance guard of the 5th Inf. Div. 
(motorized) on the Meuse, by the 2nd Army Corps. 

b) Traffic Regulation: 

Traffic may proceed day and night until further orders in all the 
divisional zones, except the following restrictions: it is prohibited 
during the nights of Jl, J2, J3, J4; from 8.00 P.M. to 6.00 A.M. 
on the days when the motorized units are unloaded; and for 
columns of more than ten vehicles unless specific permission is 
given by Division H.Q. 

All columns must maintain a minimum distance of 100 meters 
between vehicles both moving and stationary. 
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VI. Fuel: 

Organization of fuel supply: 

During the day of J 1 : supply from civilian Belgian filling stations 
against special vouchers is regulated by the group leaders and by 
the independent detachment commanders. 

Vouchers 112, stamped “ARMEE FRANCAISE” will be for- 
warded to the Corps before moving; they are valid for both the 
private Belgian filling stations and the Army filling stations. 1 


DOCUMENT NO. 4 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF FRENCH 

TROOPS TO BELGIUM BY RAIL 


[Translation] 


High Command of the Army. 
General Headquarters. 
General Staff. 

4th Bureau. 

2nd Division. 

No. 7.813 — 4/F.T. 


General H.Q., April 16, 1940. 


Instructions 

for transportation by rail 
according to Plan “Y” 


A railway transport plan, in the event of operations on Belgian territory, 
has been set up at the request of the armies, for the units allotted to them 
which will move automatically according to the events of day Jl. 

This plan has been worked out on the understanding that the day Jl 
will be fixed by an order given the previous day before midnight, where- 
upon the first departures can be made as from 18.00 o’clock on day Jl. 

It appears that the system of entrainment prepared on the basis of the 
events of a certain day is too rigid. If the decision were taken during the 

1 Here follows a list of Belgian civilian filling stations. 
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morning of a given day, the rail transports would not start until the fol- 
lowing day from 18.00 o’clock on, which in this case would mean a con- 
siderable delay in the rail transports. 

It has, therefore, been decided that the entrainment plan shall remain un- 
changed, provided decision is made between 18 and 24 o’clock the day 
previous to day Jl; that, however, if the decision is given before 18.00 
o’clock, the whole plan of automatic transport shall be advanced by six 
hours, twelve hours or eighteen hours, as the case may be, it being under- 
stood that the minimum notice at present provided for the notification of 
the troops shall remain unchanged. 

The commanders of the units whose transportation by rail is effected 
automatically in the event of operations in BELGIUM are, therefore, re- 
quested to maintain close contact with the offices of the Rail Transport 
Officer which have arranged for their transportation. 1 

These authorities will specifically advise each unit at the proper time 
whether the original plan is to be advanced and by how many hours, or 
whether it shall operate as provided for. 

For the General in Supreme Command of the Army. 

For the Major-General: 

(signed) HANOTEAU, 
Major-General, attached. 

Distribution: 


7th Army 


Secret 

Staff Headquarters, April 18, 1940. 

7th Army 
General Staff. 

4th Bureau. 

No. 9280— S 1/4. 

COPY TRANSMITTED 

1. To 21st Inf.-Div. 

for execution as far as contacting the Field Railway Office is concerned 
which has made preparations for transportation from there. 

1 Sec facsimile, p. A8, for footnote. 
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2. For information to: 


The instructions for putting into effect the plan contained in Table V 
of instruction No. 7.996 Sl/4 of April 7, 1940, will be communicated to 
the large units, to the commands, as well as to the authorities mentioned 
under 2. by the Army Commander (General Staff, 4th Bureau). 

The General in Command of the 7th Army. 

By Order 

(signed) 

Colonel and Chief of General Staff. 


R. Z. Hazebrouck. A 1 


April 13, 1940. 


DOCUMENT NO. 5 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE STUDY OF MARCH ROUTES 

INTO BELGIUM 


[Translation] 


INSTRUCTION NO. IV 
ROUTES 

I. MARCH ROUTES (2 sketches attached) 

Should the Light Motorized Division halt on the CHARLEROI 
Canal or on the contrary proceed without break to the transverse 
line WAVRE — GEMBLOUX, the routes allotted to the various 
groups on the move remain the same as far as the Belgian frontier. 

Across the Belgian frontier the plan of march will change according 
to the situation offered. 

II. STARTING POINT AND TIME OF CROSSING THE FRON- 
TIER 

The units forming part of the various groups will commence their 
march from the starting point at the time stated below. 2 

1 Charts follow. See facsimiles, pp. A9 and A 10. 

2 Here follows a table. Sec facsimile, p. All. 
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III. RECONNAISSANCE AND STUDY OF ROUTES 

The reconnaissance of routes I s — I 2 — L as far as the frontier, must 
have been previously carried out by all Captains and Section Leaders. 
N.C.O.s for direction finding, workshop staff, baggage-train group 
leaders, etc., in short, all the officers responsible for the direction of 
the smallest formations or by N.C.O.s who have to proceed alone 
(workshop, staff, direction-finders, detail). 

The study of march routes beyond the frontier will have to be 
made by map. The sketches of routes hereby attached, which have 
been distributed down to sections of squadrons, are to be reproduced 
in the form of tracings by the subordinate units mentioned in the 
above paragraph. This work must be completed by February 8th. 


DOCUMENT NO. 6 

EXTRACT FROM THE DIARY OF FRENCH LIEUTENANT 

DOLLFUSS 


[Translation] 


11th November 

9.30 

Fight in a clearing. 

(illegible) — sleep. 


11.00 

Return. The Colonel informs me of my 
promotion to N.C.O. 

17th December 

9.00 

Leave for Vressincourt. 

Duty in Verdun. 

21st December 


End of duty. 

15th January 40 

2.30 

Alarm. 

16th January 


Reconnaissance of the positions in Bel- 
gium. 

17th January 


Leave for Pure. 

11th February 


Proceed on leave. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 7 

STATEMENT OF A LUXEMBURG SUBJECT ON THE PRESENCE 
OF FRENCH TROOPS IN BELGIUM BEFORE MAY 10, 1940 

[Translation] 


Report of proceedings 

taken down before Dr. Richter, General Consul in the presence of Captain 
Ruppert and the specially appointed officer v. Gareis, Army Command 12. 
Statement taken from Mr. Josef Grandjenet. 

Personal details 

My name is Josef Grandjenet, born in Harlange, Luxemburg, on Decem- 
ber 28, 1866 (correctly, December 27,66), a merchant by calling. I am no 
longer in business and have lived for the past six months in Bertrix, 98 rue 
Burhaimont. I own a house in Libramont, rue Faubourg, and my permanent 
residence is there. For the present I am remaining here in Bertrix. I am a 
subject of Luxemburg, Catholic, widower. I can verify my statements by 
showing my identity card issued by the Commune Aubange. 


Statement 

I voluntarily declare on oath as follows: 

About 7 days before the outbreak of the German-Belgian hostilities, that 
is to say, if I am not mistaken, Sunday May the 4th, or possibly the day 
before, about 200 French soldiers in uniform drove through Bertrix in the 
afternoon in armored cars coming from the south, and drove off in the 
direction of Libramont. I definitely recognized that they were French 
soldiers because I know the uniform exactly. Apart from that I recognized 
the soldiers by their language when they conversed with me. 

Bertrix, May 15, 1940. 
concluded : 


(signed) Grandjenet J. 

Richter, General Consul 

Ruppert, 

v. Gareis 
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DOCUMENT NO. 8 

STATEMENT OF A FRENCH PRISONER OF WAR ON THE 
PRESENCE OF FRENCH TROOPS IN BELGIUM BEFORE 

MAY 10, 1940 

[Translation] 


Report of Wireless Operator Walter Dick. 


0. U. May 16, 1940. 


Re Statement of a French prisoner of war. 

On May 12, 1940, I traveled with a motorcycle dispatch rider from 
Bertrix to Bastogne. At Recogne a destroyed railway bridge stopped us. 
Five French prisoners of war belonging to a tank unit were standing at the 
bridge. One of these prisoners addressed me in German and told me that 
for a whole day they had been encamped in a house to the left of the bridge 
and that no one had worried about them. In the course of the conversation 
and in reply to my question, how long they had been in Belgium, he 
answered: “Since the 15th of last month.” Two infantry and anti-aircraft 
Lieutenants were witnesses to this conversation from time to time. I can- 
not say definitely that both officers took full notice of the remarks of this 
French prisoner of war. Besides August Picker, the motorcycle dispatch 
rider, one other German soldier was present, who expressed his astonish- 
ment at the statement made. 

I am prepared to confirm the above statement on oath. 

(signed) Walter Dick, 

Wireless Operator. 

August Picker, the motorcycle dispatch rider, Unit 18330, declared: 

I have heard the statement made by the French prisoner of war and am 
also prepared to confirm same on oath. 

(signed) August Picker, 

Senior Wireless Operator. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 9 

MEMORANDUM BY THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE 9TH 
FRENCH ARMY ON THE INTENDED MOVEMENT OF BELGIAN 
TROOPS EAST OF THE MEUSE, MARCH 28, 1940 


[Translation] 

Secret 


CE/BA 
9th Army. 
General Staff 
2 Office 


This draft must not leave 
the Offices of the General 
Staff of the 9th Army. 


No. 1748/2 


Headquarters, March 28, 1940. 


Memorandum Covering the Intended Belgian Movements 

East of the Meuse 


The intended Belgian movements east of the Meuse (Note No. 634/2 
S. of March 19) give rise to the following remarks: 

I — Retardative movement 

1) Withdrawal of the Chasseurs Ardennais 

— 3rd and 2nd Chasseurs: Mobility possible on condition that the 
work of demolition in the sector of the 3rd Chasseurs Ardennais 
is carried out completely. 

—1st Chasseurs: Withdrawal to NEUFCHATEAU and LIBRA- 
MONT possible, where in fact preparations for receiving them 
have been made. Further withdrawal to HUY (70 km as the 
crow flies, at right angles to the enemy march-route and in the 
normal direction of the withdrawal of the civilian population) 
appears to be more than problematical. 

It is probable that the retiring units of the 1st Chasseurs 
would be compelled to retire in the direction of SEMOY. 
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2) With drawal of the detached units of the 2nd Lancers from the 
direction of FLORENVILLE 

— Same remarks as above. 

3) Defense of the “Bridgehead of HUY.” The 1st Cav. Div. (rein- 
inforced by 2 battalions of Chasseurs Ardennais) has to defend a 
front of 30 — 40 km in length 

These defense operations can be based on: 

— In the east, the OURTHE valley. 

— In the center, an anti-tank trench. 

— In the west, the HOYOUX valley. 

Considering the extension of the front, the defense operations should not 
be prolonged more than 24 hours provided that the chain of the old LIEGE 
forts has not been previously pierced. 

4) Command of Group K 

Situated at St. HUBERT in a very advanced position, this group 
will have to withdraw 60 km at right angles to the enemy, in order 
to reach the MEUSE. 

The group will be constantly in motion and not in a position to 
issue orders. 

II — Supporting units on the river Meuse 

1) Fortified position at LIEGE 

Numerical units weak: 2 infantry divisions, reinforced by light 
units along a front of approximately 40 km. 

Notwithstanding the support offered by the fortifications, this 
arrangement does not make allowance for the formation of reserves. 

2) Sector of the 1st Division of the Chasseurs Ardennais 

Normal sector of 8 km with the use of the MEUSE Valley, but 
the Division runs the risk of not being able to be regrouped. In any 
case, one cannot count on serious resistance of units, who have car- 
ried through an extensive and difficult retardative action despite 
the cover and despite the support which they may have obtained 
from the OURTHE and from the deployed 1. Light Cavalry Divi- 
sion at the “Bridgehead of HUY.” 
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3) Sector of the 1st Light Cavalry Division 

The 1st L.C.D. is to hold a front of 7 km, with a force not 
exceeding four regiments. 

The extent of this front does not appear excessive in view of the 
importance of the obstacle. But it seems hardly probably that this 
division can become reengaged on the MEUSE after having held 
the “Bridgehead of HUY” for any length of time. 

Its use as part of the reserve unit would have been advisable. 

4) Sector of the 2nd Div. of the Chasseurs Ardennais 

This division, which from the first is to operate in the MEUSE 
valley will be capable of offering serious resistance along its front 
of 5 km. 

5) Fortified position of NAMUR 

This position appears to be better defended than that of LIEGE: 

1 Division supported by the fortifications on an effective front 
of approximately 15 km on the right bank of the MEUSE. 

6) Meuse, south of NAMUR 
— Undefended. 

DEDUCTION 

If we disregard the undefended sections up-stream from NAMUR, it 
would appear that the weak point of the Belgian MEUSE defenses is the 
sector lying between the HUY and the fortified position of LIEGE, because 
the troops charged with the defense of this sector would be exhausted, and 
would go into action at the last moment. 

It furthermore appears that no reserves of any serious account seem 
to have been provided in the rear of the rallying position of LIEGE — 
NAMUR. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 10 

ORDERS CONCERNING INFORMATION ABOUT FRIENDLY 
TROOPS AND ERECTION OF A FORTIFIED POSITION, ISSUED 
BY THE 2ND BELGIAN GRENADIER REGIMENT, APRIL 13, 1940 


[Translation] 


2nd Grenadier Regiment 

In the Field, April 13, 1940. 

Regimental Staff 
Secret 

No. 2463/567 


The Commander of the 2nd Grenadiers to: 

the Battalion Commanders (5 copies) 

the Commander of the Staff Company 

the Regimental Surgeon 

the Wireless Officer 

the Intelligence Officer 

the Commander of the Reconnaissance 

Section 

ORDER FOR CONSOLIDATING AND DEFENDING THE 
POSITION HAL— CASTRE— PAMEL 

(Supplementary to my order No. 2453/565 of April 12, 1940) 

I. Information concerning friendly troops — 

Friendly forces will occupy a general front in the direction of 
TOURNAI — ANTOING — CANAL FROM MONS TO CONDE— 
ST-GHISLAIN — BINCHE. 

II. Task of the 7th Inf. Div. 

In conjunction with the VI. A.C., the 7th Infantry Division, which 
at the left joins with 2nd Infantry Division, has orders to prepare for 
the occupation of the NIOVE — CASTRE — HAL position. 
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Note: 1. Cyclist units of the 7th Inf. Div. have reconnoitered the 
crossings over the river DENDRE between OKEGEM 
(excluded) and ALOST (included). 

2. Occupation of the dug-outs and the placing of anti-tank 
guns 47 has been completed since April 11. 

III. Frontiers 

Of S — Sector: see sketch accompanying Order No. 2453/565. 
Between battalions: the same. 

IV. Structure 1 . . . 

V. Directions for carrying out work 

a) Work in the field will be carried out in the following order of 
urgency: 

1) — Preparing a field of fire; camouflage; 

2) — Obstacles; 

3) — Erection of protected positions for riflemen. 

As far as possible, use must be made of all facilities already 
available. 

b) Contingent improvements to the already existing position. 

It has been established that in consequence of the construction of 
tank-traps after the establishment of the position, certain points 
on its fringe no longer coincide with the conditions bearing on 
firing distances (200 — 300m) and flanking. 

Furthermore a few of the trenches dug in low-line areas have 
become flooded and useless. Therefore, it is necessary, before this 
work is undertaken, that an investigation be held for the purpose 
of ascertaining these details and correcting the contours of the 
line which no longer conforms to present requirements. 

c) The work. 

1. Clearing the field of fire. 

Preparations for an uninterrupted and clear field of fire 
capable of giving utmost efficiency, must be strictly limited 
to absolutely necessary work. Camouflage must not be over- 
looked. 

It should not be overlooked that national camouflage is the 
better. Special attention should, therefore, be given to this 
work in wooded areas. 

1 See facsimile p. A16. 
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2. Wire-entanglements. 

A wire-network 4.30 m wide, must be put in place; any 
existing net work must be made use of or supplemented. 
Isolated dug-outs, or such projecting from the position must 
be enclosed by a 4.30 m wire-entanglement. 

3. Protected infantry positions. 

All available infantry positions, if suitable, must be im- 
proved. Breast-works must be erected at first, and on their 
completion, trenches must be built. 

Trench walls must be lined in the first place with the fol- 
lowing materials: 

—Cut turf 

— Revetments from material found on the spot 

— Wire netting 

On erecting the parados and covering same attention must 
be paid to sufficient slope, which however should not exceed 
8:1 with revetments, 6:1 with turfs. 

4. Light Dug-outs. 

Light trenches are at present not being reinforced except 
that those already built can be used. But during the course 
of field work sufficient space must be reserved. 

5. Listening and observation posts. 

Certain parts of the tank-obstructions are placed near 
houses or other places of cover which give easy access; 
on the other hand, there are certain points of importance 
the occupying of which, if not during day time, are at least 
esential to guard by night. Near such points outlying posts 
(listening or observation posts) may be built, places for which 
should be prepared; special instructions will immediately 
settle this question, 
d) Execution of work. 

Work will commence on the morning of April 13. Due to their 
late arrival, the 2nd Grenadiers will only execute the work already 
planned and prepared in the course of the 12th. Until further 
orders work will be carried out daily including Sundays. Sec- 
tional leaders will be held responsible that all ranks are given the 
opportunity of attending Divine Service. 

Report of work done must be submitted to me at 14 hours by 
April 15th (enclosed form to be used). 
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e) Supplies 

— See Order No. 2456/566 re maintenance and withdrawal as 
from April 12, 1940. 

VI. Security. 

(a) On alarm being given, regimental reconnaissance units will post 
guards at the following places: 

— The 2nd Grenadiers towards STEENHAULT (milestone 9 
road from NINOVE to ENGHIEN); guarding the district of 
ENGHIEN. 

— The 2nd Mounted: toward HAUTE-CROIX; guarding the 
district of ENGHIEN. 

(b) In order to make themselves acquainted with the battle area, 
the reconnaissance party of the 2nd Grenadiers will daily send 
patrols to the neighborhood of the aforementioned posts and 
will explore the possibility of withdrawal. 

Commander of the 2nd Grenadiers 
(sgd) HERBIET 
Colonel on General Staff 


DOCUMENT NO. 11 


ORDER CONCERNING PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES IN BEL- 
GIUM ISSUED BY THE 2ND BRITISH DIVISION, APRIL 19, 1940 

Secret 


2 Div 202/1/G/l 
19 Apr 40. 

4 Inf Bde (1) 

5 Inf Bde (1) 

6 Inf Bde (1) 

4/7 D.G. (1) 

R.A. (1) 

RE. (1) 

R.A.S.C. (1) 

Pro (1) 

F.S.P. (1) 

F.L.O. (1) A/Q (letter only). 
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1. Contact with Belgian civil authorities. 

(a) The first contact in any Belgian village should be with the Burgo- 
master, the second with the local Brigade de Gendarmerie the 
headquarters of which will be found in the chef-lieu of the canton. 

The Gendarmerie, as in France, are in possession of information 
on all inhabitants of the canton concerned. 

Their duties and organization correspond with those of the 
French Gendarmerie; they are responsible for all matters regarding 
the recruitment of personnel into the Army, and for all questions 
of mobilization affecting the civil population. In co-operation with 
the civil police, represented in country districts by the Gardes 
Champetres, under the Burgomaster, they are also responsible for 
the maintenance of law and order. 

(b) At the earliest opportunity, arrangements will be made for repre- 
sentatives of the Surete Publique (the central Polico Intelligence 
Office) to be attached to G.H.Q. and Corps N.Q. The officials to 
be attached will be members of the State Police (Police Generale 
de l’Etat) who deal with internal security, subversive propaganda, 
and surveillance of foreigners entering the country. 

(c) Further details of Belgian Police and Gendarmerie organization are 
given in Chapter XV of “Notes on the Belgian Army 1937”. 

2. Pigeon Lofts. 

The doors of all pigeon lofts will be opened and kept open. Pigeon 
racing is a national sport in Belgium and F.S.P. will ensure that this 
instruction is carried out over as wide an area as possible, irrespective 
of whether the Belgian authorities have issued an order to the same 
effect or not. 

3. Belgian Identification papers. 

Specimens of Belgian identity cards are enclosed (distribution as 
above). The cards enclosed are only approximate reproductions of the 
originals both as to colour and print. At the earliest opportunity after 
crossing the frontier, information should be obtained from Belgian 
sources on the following points: 

(a) That other permits, if any, are in current use. 

(b) The scope of the specimens enclosed. 
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4. Suspect cars and persons. 

(a) A list of suspect cars giving the owner’s name and the number of the 
car is given in Appx A. 

(b) A list of persons whom the authorities should be requested to place 
under arrest is given in Appx B. 

Lt. Col. 


G.S., 2 Div. 


DOCUMENT NO. 12 

ROUGH MAP OF MILITARY ROADS FOR THE FRENCH 1ST 

LIGHT DIVISION IN BELGIUM 

[See facsimile in last section of this book, p. A20.] 


DOCUMENT NO. 13 

ORDERS CONCERNING LIAISON WITH BELGIAN AND BRITISH 
ARMY COMMANDS, ISSUED BY THE 1ST FRENCH MOTORIZED 

LIGHT DIVISION, DECEMBER 18, 1939 


1st Motorized Light Division 
General Staff 3 0 Office 
No. 407 3 S. 


[Translation] 

Secret 


Staff Headquarters, Dec. 18, 1939 


Special Orders for General Operation Order No. 17a 

I. Liaison with Army Commands 
1. Advance up to the Canal. 

a) In the vanguard with Belgian troops 

By means of Reconnaissance Section with the General Staff 
of the fighting force in the fighting sector of the 1st M. L. Div. 
By means of the Commander of the 2. Section of the General 
Command with the Belgian General Staff in BRUSSELS; 
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from SOIGNIES (Town Hall) accompanied by a patrol of the 
6th Cuirassiers. (1 unit Armored Reconnaissance Cars, 1 unit 
Motorized Infantry). Transmission of reports to advanced 
Divisional Command (at Headquarters of the Reconnaissance 
Commander), by means of dispatch rider, wireless, or if pos- 
sible telephone. 

b) On the flanks. With the 2nd. M.L.Div. through the Liaison 
Officer of the 1st L.Div., Lt. HUET, at Headquarters of the 
2nd M.L.Div. 

With the British Forces (2nd British Division or Hotblack 
4/ 7th Dragoons) . . . l 

If necessary, with the Belgian Forces operating in the south 
or western part of BRUSSELS, by flank guard. 

In the rear with the General Command: Liaison Officer of 
the General Command . . . 

c) Internal Liaison 

2. At the Canal . . 

II. Tactical Laiason 

Assure all echelons from right to left. 

1. Advance up to the Canal. 

a) Canal reconnaissance in conjunction with the British; between 
reconnaissance section and patrols on roads li and 1* accord- 
ing to the judgment of the Commander of the 6th Cuirassiers. 

b) 1st Squadron between the marching columns in the MONS- 
BINCHE connecting sector. 

Between the marching columns and the flank guard according 
to decision of the Colonel commanding March Column North. 

c) Flank guard with the British and if necessary with the Bel- 
gians as well (see above §1) ... 

2. At the Canal 

a) Long distance reconnaissance and protection . . . 

b) 1st Squadron with the 2nd M.L.Div. by means of miscella- 
neous posts . . . 

With the British troops in the region north of TUBIZE by 
means of a liaison detachment of the northern protective flank 
positions . . . 

1 Suspension dots indicate omission. See facsimile, pp. A21 ff. 
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If necessary, with the Belgian troops in the same sector and 
under the same conditions if they maintain their positions on 
the Canal. 

3. East of the Canal . . . 

III. Report to Divisional Headquarters 

1. Advance up to the Canal 

— By the Reconnaissance Detachment: 

On crossing the Canal 

On establishing connection with the Belgian troops. 

If coming in contact with the enemy. 

— By the 1st Squadron: 

On arrival of the head of the column at the MONS-BINCHE road 

On arrival at the Canal 

And in the event of contact with the enemy. 

— By the northern flank guard: 

On establishing contact with the nearest troops 
Or with the enemy. 

— By the 2nd Squadron: 

On arrival of the head of the column at the MONS-BINCHE road 
and on arrival at the Canal position 

2. At the canal and eastwards . . . 

IV. Fighting strength table . . . l 

General Picard 
Acting Commander of the 
1. Motorized Light Division 
Signed: PICARD 


DOCUMENT NO. 14 

MAP OF MILITARY ROADS IN BELGIUM TO BE USED BY THE 
BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE, APRIL, 1940 

[Sec facsimile in last section of this book, p. A24.] 

1 Sec facsimile, p. A23 and p. A24 
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DOCUMENT NO. 15 

FRENCH ORDER CONCERNING LIAISON WITH BRITISH AND 

BELGIAN COMMANDS 


4th Motorized Rifle Regt. 
No. 37/OP— 


[Translation] 

Secret 


SPECIAL ORDER FOR LIAISON 

(Extracts) 

(Attached to General Operation Order No. 23) 


I. HEADQUARTERS 


Authority 

Desig- 

nation 


End of 1st Phase 

Approx- 

imate 

Date 

Line of March 

1 

2 


4 

5 

6 


A. Superior or Parallel Authorities 


1st Light 
Motorized 
Division 



HQ. 

Carquois 

Fruges 

Advanced 

H.Q. 

H.Q. in 
rear 

Zephirin- 

Marcel 

Zepbirin- 

Raoul 

II 

II 

3rd Brit. 

Div. 

Fene • 

Lesquin 

15/19 

Hussars 


Caraprin 


Hyp. Dyle 
Tielem (10 km) 
south of Turnhout) 
or Duffel 8 km north 
of M alines 
Hyp. Breda 
Oostmalle (IS km 
west of Turnhout) 
with the reconnaissance 

with the base 


not fixed 


not fixed 


about 
H + 12 


H + 10 
H + 12 


H + 14 


H + 8b. 
30 


1 4 


' Lannoy — Roubaix 
Wattreloss 
Espierres — Aude- 
narde 
Alost 
Droehout 
Vilvorde— Perck 
Louvain 


( Scclin 

Roubaix — Wattre- 
loos — Espierres 
— Audenarde — 
Alost — Droehout 
— Vilvorde — 
Perck— LouvaiD 
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B. Subordinate Authorities 


1st section 

Etienne 

L’Abeele 

Hyp. Dyle 



Group. 

Col. Cau- 

Francois 


Kasterlee or Heerzel 

H + 12 

l 4 

sans 



Hyp. Breda 

H + 13 





Oud-Turnhout 




II. COMMAND LIAISON 


a) Advance with the Belgian and Dutch Forces 


H. Q. 

Location 

Personnel 

Means of Liaison 

Provided by 

Belgian 

Haacht 1 

1 Officer of the 2nd 

2 motorcyclists, one of 

4th Mot. Rif. Regt. Lt. 

G.H.Q. 

Turnhout 

Lt. Mot. Div. 

which with sidecar 

dc Lafforest (13th 
Squadron) 

Belgian 

Div. 


1 Officer of the 2nd 
Lt. Mot. Div. 

1 transmitter 27, 2 side- 
cars with drivers 

transmission 4th Mot. 
Rif. Regt. 2nd Lt. 
Mellet (8th Squadron) 


1 On the Dyle between Maiines and Aarschot. 


These officers will proceed with the reconnaissance detachments on the 
routes passing nearest to the places mentioned. They will receive special 
instructions from H.Q. of this 4th Mot. Rif. Regt . . . l 


LIAISON PROVIDED BY THE 3RD BRIT. INF. DIV. 


Sections 

Personnel 

Means of 
Liaison 

Remarks 

Between H.Q. of 15/ 19th Hussars 

1 officer (1) 

1 car 

(1) if required 

and the Commander of Group 

1 interpreter 



No. 2 

2 contact-men 

2 motorcycles 



III. TACTICAL LIAISON 

Provided for all sections from left to right 1st section — between the 
groups and sub-groups on arrival at the transverse lines: 


TERNEUZEN— GHENT— 
AUDENARDE 
ANTWERP— HEMIKSEM 
— BOOM— MALINES 
TILBURG— TURNHOUT 


One officer of the 7th squadron and 
if required one section of motor- 
cycles. 

.One section armored reconnaissance 
cars for reconnaissance of : 
LANDIN— VVALSCH— 
LESEINDE— 


1 Suspension dots indicate omission. See facsimile, pp. A26 ff. 
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By Group No. 2 
— Between GAVERE & 
ASPER 

—North of VILVORDE 
—At ARRSCHOTT 1 



To be provided by the Commander 
of the 3rd Bat. 

1 officer and if required 1 platoon 
rifleman. — 


IV. REPORTS TO THE H.Q. LT. MOT. DIV. 

Air observation: see special order for anti-aircraft action. 

1st section: On arrival of heads of columns at the following tran verse 
lines: 


TERNEUZEN— GHENT- 
AUDENARDE 
ANTWERP— MALINES 
PUTTE— MERKSEN— 
ALBERT Canal 
ROSENDAEL— OOST 
MALLE-HERENTHALS 
TILBURG— TURNHOUT 
—MOL 


To be provided by the staff of the 
4th Mot. Rif. Regt. — 


V. OPERATION OF TRANSMISSION SYSTEMS: 

a) Transmission by wire: 

During the course of the advance use will be made of the Belgian 
telephone system and if necessary of the Dutch. At the end of the 
advance the existing organization will be seized, only allowing 
the minimum for local requirements (to be arranged with the 
local administration) 

• • • 

b) Transmission by radio: 

It is absolutely forbidden to employ radio at the starting points. 
Permission for the use of transmitters: 

1. Immediately on departure for the aircraft observation and in 
the event of meeting the enemy. 

2. From the transverse line: TERNEUZEN— GHENT— 
AUDENARDE, onwards, for general use. 

c) . . . 

VI. ... 

1 Misspelled in facsimile. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 16 

OPERATION ORDERS CONCERNING THE OCCUPATION OF THE 
ISLANDS IN THE DUTCH PROVINCE OF ZEELAND, ISSUED BY 
THE COMMANDER OF A SPECIAL FRENCH DETACHMENT 

[Translation] 


OPERATION ORDER NO. 1 

I. Disposal of group — 

3 sub-groups: 

D’ASTAFORT, D’ARODES, VONDERHEYDEN, 

1 reserve-group directly under command of the Commander Michel 
de TOUCHET. 

1 battery of 25 mm anti-aircraft guns, directly under the leader 
of the group. 

II. Orders to the Group — 

WALCHEREN and SOUTH BEVERLAND to be occupied before 
arrival of the enemy. 

If necessary to dislodge him and to hold the place under all circum- 
stances until the arrival of infantry. 

Main Object: 

The island of WALCHEREN; with the following important points: 
FLUSHING, docks and aerodrome, 

Seaplane base at VEERE, 

Villages WESTKAPELLE, DOM BURG, VROUWEPOLDER and 
ARNEMUIDEN. 

Protection from the east: 

Canal SOUTH BEVERLAND, 

Straits and aerodrome of WOENSDRECHT. 

III. Plans of the Commander of the Group — 

To get in touch with the enemy as soon as possible by marching on 
without delay and without considering the flank connection up to 
the South bank of the SCHELDT Canal. (Reaching the canal at 
the most in 4 hours after crossing the Belgian frontier.) 
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At the same time using all means for crossing (ferries, boats and 
the Isthmus of WOENSDRECHT). 

Positioning the main body of the troops (7 squadrons) on WAL- 
CHEREN. With the remainder (2 squadrons) plus groups of 
machine-guns and accompanying arms) under all circumstances to 
hold the Canal of SOUTH BEVERLAND. Covering troops have 
orders to prevent armored cars from making use of the Isthmus of 
WOENSDRECHT and to prevent, if possible, the use of the aero- 
drome. 

Under no circumstances should troops be split up. 

For each sub-group: 

a) Guarding of the shore. 

b) Mobile detachments to be in readiness against landings and 
parachute troops. 

c) Hold ferries and ration dumps: BRESKENS — TERNEUZEN 
WALSOORDEN. 

IV. Execution — 

1. Sub-Group D’ASTAFORT (West): 

Order: Crossing of the SCHELDT Canal near BRESKENS. Docks 
and aerodromes of FLUSHING to be occupied and consolidated. 
Reconnaissance over WESTKAPELLE and DOMBURG... 
Additional Commands: 

1st Motorcycle Rifle Squadron (Squadron de PEYERIMHOFF 
of the 2 nd Corps Reconn. Detachment under the command of Col. 
d’ASTAFORT at the northern exit of FURNES (NIEUPORT 
Road). 

2. Sub-Group D’ARODES (Centre): 

Orders: Crossing of the estuary of the SCHELDT at TER 
NEUZEN. 

Disembarking at BORSELLEN (if necessary at FLUSHING). 
Advance across the Isthmus of ARNEMUIDEN. 

Occupy VEERE (seaplane base) — ARNEMUIDEN — reconnais- 
sance over VROUWEPOLDER. 

Retain connection with Sub-Group D’ASTAFORT at MIDDLE- 
BURG. 

Additional Commands: None. 
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3. Sub-group VONDERHEYDEN (East): 

Orders: Crossing of the SCHELDT Canal at WAALSOORDEN. 
Disembarking at HANSVEHRT. 

The SOUTH BEVERLAND Canal to be held at all costs. 

Push arms across the WOENSDRECHT Isthmus in order to 
support the covering troops crossing ANTWERP. 

On the arrival of these troops utilize them in order to prevent 
armored cars from crossing the Isthmus and as far as possible, 
to prevent the enemy from using the aerodromes at WOENS- 
DRECHT. 

Additional Commands: 

1 Motorcycle Rifle Squadron (Squadron PICARD of the 2nd 
Corps Reconnaissance Detachment). 

1 Group 25 mm anti-tank guns (Group CHARVERIAT of the 
2nd Corps Reconnaissance Detachment). 

1 M.G. Section (mot.) (Group CARON of the 2nd Corps Recon- 
naissance Detachment). 

All units under the orders of VONDERHEYDEN at the southern 
exit of DIXMUDE at the BOEZING road. 

In addition, Commandant VONDERHEYDEN, together with 
Commandant LEMOINE is to regulate the march of the covering 
troops as far as ST. NIKLAS and on their arrival at WOENS- 
DRECHT, to be responsible for their disposal. 

4. Reserves: 

a) At the disposal of Commandant Michel de TOUCHET: 

1 Squadron of Motorcycle Riflemen (Squadron JOUSLIN). 

1 Section 25 mm anti-tank guns (Group MONTIGNY). 

1 M. G. Section (Sect. LELEU). 

b) 1 battery of anti-aircraft guns (25 mm). 

Reserves will follow via road No. 2 as far as IJZENDIJKE, 
where they will receive fresh orders. 

V. Roads of Advance: 

Road No. i: Sub-section d’ASTAFORT: 

FURNES — OSTEND — BRUGES NORTH — OOSTBURG — 
BRESKENS. 

Road No. 2: Sub-section d’ARODES: 

LOO — DIXMUDE NORTH— TORHOUT— BRUGES SOUTH— 
EKLOO— IJZENDIJKE— PHILIPPINE— TOR NEUZEN. 
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Road No. 3: Sub-section VONDERHEYDEN: 

POPERINGHE — BOEZINGE — EESEN (excluding DIXMUDE) 
— LICHTEERVELDE — TIELT — DEINZE — GHENT — ST. 
NIKLAAS— KEMZEKE— HULST— WALSOORDEN. 

Covering troops will use road No. 3 as far as ST. NIKLAAS, they 
will then branch off in order to pass the SCHELDT Tunnel in 
ANTWERP. 

They will rejoin via the WOENDSRECHT Isthmus. 

VI. Marching-off position: 

The Belgian frontier, Zero at H o’clock (will be notified later). 

VII. Connections: 

In the event of alarm, one officer per Sub-Group, also one officer 
from the covering troops, will proceed by a motorized signal-service 
vehicle to HONDSCHOOTE. 

VIII. Intercommunication: see Special Orders. 

Command of LESTOQUOI Group. 

—Beginning: HONDSCHOOTE. 

— En-route: BRESKENS. 

—End: FLUSHING (Docks). 

Roads of Advance: 

Road No. 2, as far as IJZENDIJKE, then SCHOONDIJKE— 

BRESKENS. 

IX. Anti-Aircraft: 

The anti-aircraft battery commander himself will march with 
Colonel LESTOQUOI whom he will meet at HONDSCHOOTE. 

He will hold himself in readiness to place a battery in position 
when crossing the BRESKENS Canal. 

Later tactical employment: defense of FLUSHING harbor. 

X. Naval Aircraft: 

Defend crossing of canal and the disembarkation according to 
direct orders of the G.O.C. 

XI. Ration Dumps and Maintenance: 

First place of assembly for various units (workshops, tank- 
wagons, regimental transport): general line: SLUIS — EKLOO — 
GHENT (southern exit). 

XII. Medical Service: 

Wounded to be evacuated via DUNKERQUE. 
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XIII. Miscellaneous: 

2 companies of infantry must be landed in the ordinary course 
of events at FLUSHING (by naval and air forces) before the arrival 
of the LESTOQUOI Group. 

Should they not arrive this should not influence the LESTOQUOI 
Group’s task. Dutch and Belgian units (latter from ANTWERP) 
will work in unison with the LESTOQUOI Group: Avoid mistakes. 

The relations with civilians must be friendly but firm. 

On their arrival the Sub-Group leaders will summon a representa- 
tive from the local burgomasters and retain him. All requests in 
connection with care of troops will be made to him. Generally, 
payments will be made in cash in Dutch currency. 

If necessary, requisition orders. 

Beware of spies. 

Lt.-Col. LESTOQUOI 
Group Commander 
(signed) LESTOQUOI. 


DOCUMENT NO. 17 

ORDER COVERING THE ADVANCE ON THE DUTCH TOWN OF 
BRESKENS, ISSUED BY A SUB-COMMANDER OF THE SPECIAL 
FRENCH DETACHMENT, NOVEMBER 15, 1939 


Sub-Group D’Astafort 


[Translation] 

Command Bray-Dunes, 15.11.39. 


Operation Order 1 



General Situation ' 
Order 


f see Operation Order No. 1 of Group. 


etc. . . 


II. Intentions of Lieutenant-Colonel d’Astafort, Commander of the 
Western Group. 

1) To throw out a strong vanguard when crossing the frontier, 
the task of which would be to reach BRESKENS with all possible 
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speed and immediately to embark and cross the mouth of the 
SCHELDT under the protection of the air force and thus be in a 
position to occupy the aerodrome of FLUSHING. 

2) To have the divisional reconnaissance detachment follow up 
in a sufficiently deep formation and to have it embark as soon as 
the vanguard has achieved a successful crossing. 

3) To occupy the aerodrome of FLUSHING as soon as the first 
detachments have disembarked. To send out reconnaissance detach- 
ments toward DOMBURG, WESTKAFFELLE in the same meas- 
ure as further troops arrive after their disembarkation and to take 
up liaison at MIDDELBOURG with the detachment from ARNE- 
MUIDEN. 

4) To ensure the protection of the south bank at BRESKENS. 


III. Formation 

a) Vanguard 2nd Squadron 
(mech.) 

1 Machine-Gun section 
1 Group 25 mm anti-tank 

Attached to 2nd Squadron: 


Comm: Capt. des VILLETTES 


1 Supply lorry . . . 

1 Ammunition lorry . . . 
Petrol lorry . . . 
Workshop lorry . . . 


1 


1 


Comm: Capt. MANGOU 


b) Main Body: 

1st Squadron (mech.) 

1 Machine-Gun section 

1 Group 25 mm anti-tank 

The same vehicles to be attached to the 1st Squadron as to 
the 2nd Squadron, and also the machine-gun and accompany- 
ing arms groups. 

The machine-gun and accompanying arms groups will have the 
same vehicles attached to them; they will march at the rear of 
the main body of the divisional reconnaissance detachment ex- 
cepting, however, the ammunition vehicles which latter may be 
positioned in the interval between the vanguard and the main 
body. 

The Squadron of the Corps Reconnaissance Detachment to be 
positioned at the rear of the main body at the northern exit of 
FURNES. . . 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



36 


ALLIED INTRIGUE IN THE LOW COUNTRIES 


c) The Lieutenant-Colonel and the Staff Sections will march be- 
tween the vanguard and the main body. 

d) Intervals 

Between vanguard and main body: 20 km 1 

Between main body (Div.-Rec.-Detachm.) and the Squadron of 

the Corps — Reconnaissance Detachm.: 5 km. 

e) Formation at the end of the march: 

Vanguard in BRESKENS, where it will commence to embark. 

Units of the Div.Rec.-Detachm.: KRUISDIJK 2 
Main Body Squadron of the Corps-Reconn.-Detachm.: in 

SCHOONDIJKE. 

IV. Advance Route: 

FURNES — NIEUPORT — OSTEND — BRUGES Nord— OOST- 
BURG — BRESKENS. 

V. Starting point: 

Franco-Belgian frontier, on the road to Furnes 
Starting time: 

Vanguard: H o’clock 

Main Body: H o’clock + 45 min. 

Baggage: H o’clock -f 1 hour 15 min. 

VI. Embarkation: 

By ferry. Vanguard to embark immediately after arrival at 
BRESKENS. As soon as the vanguard has reached FLUSHING, 
the main body, which will in the meantime have reached BRES- 
KENS, will itself embark. 

Protective measures for embarkation: 

By M.G. sections of vanguard and of main body as well as by 
one section of the Squadron of the Corps Reconnaissance Detach- 
ment which after its arrival in SCHOONDIJKE is immediately 
thrown forward toward BRESKENS. 

Once the entire Divisional Reconnaissance Detachment has ef- 
fected the crossing, the protection of BRESKENS is to be entrusted 
to the aforementioned section. 

VII. Anti-Aircraft Defenses: 

On the march: |1 Group at the head 

With each marching column J 1 Group in the rear 

While crossing: M.G. on the ferries 
1 Crossed out in the original. 2 Crossed out in the original. 
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VIII. Orders for the Divisional Reconnaissance Detachment after its dis- 
embarkation at FLUSHING: 

The vanguard is immediately to take possession of the aerodrome 
and there to take up a defensive position. 

The vanguard will station one section and a party of naval engi- 
neers in the port of Flushing. These will protect the disembarkation 
of the main body. 

The main body will also occupy the aerodrome and detach: 

1 section of the Squadron of the Corps Reconnaissance Detachment 
at DOMBURG. 

1 section of the Squadron of the Corps Reconnaissance Detachment 
at WESTKAFFELE. 

1 section of the Squadron of the Corps Reconnaissance Detachment 
at MIDDELBURG. 

The main body is to take up liaison with the Detachment from 
ARNEMUIDEN. 

IX. Liaison: 

As soon as the alarm has been given, 2nd Lieutenant KIFFER will 
proceed to HONDSCHOOTE by car, one motorcycle, and one 
motorcycle with sidecar in order to take up liaison with the LESTO- 
QUOI group. 

X. H.Q. of Lieutenant-Colonel in command of the Sub-Group: 

Initial H.Q.: BRESKENS. 

Subsequently (after disembarkation): North exit of FLUSHING. 

XI. Liaison: 

With H.Q. of Colonel 

XII. Main Baggage Column: 

Not to proceed beyond SLUIS. 

Drawn up in deep echelon, camouflaged. 

XIII. Medical Service: 

To march with the Colonel’s Staff. 


Signed : 

Lieutenant-Colonel d’Astafort, 
Commander of the Western Sub-Group. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 18 

ORDER CONCERNING THE ADVANCE ON THE DUTCH TOWN 
OF BREDA, ISSUED BY THE COMMANDER OF A FRENCH 
RECONNAISSANCE DETACHMENT, APRIL 17, 1940 


[Translation] 


Reconnaissance Detachment of 2nd Inf. Div. 
Detachment for Long-Distance Reconnaissance. 
No. 2/0 
Secret 


Commanding Officer, April 17, 1940. 
Advance Order No. 2 

to replace and cancel Order No. 1, dated April 12th. 

III. Tasks for Reconnaissance Detachment: 

A Reconnaissance Detachment of the 6th Cuirassiers as vanguard. 

1. To advance in the general direction of BRUGES — ANTWERP 
— BREDA, as far as the crossroads: 

I. BRUGES— OOSTK AMP 
II. ANTWERP— MALINES 

To Advance beyond each of these crossroads only after receipt 
of special orders from the Lieutenant-Colonel commanding the 
Long-Distance Reconnaissance Detachment. 

2. In the event of coming in contact with the enemy, attack. 

IV. Routes of March see °/809. 

Reconnaissance Detachment, dated April 15th. 

To halt automatically for 15 minutes each full even hour (refuel 
motorcycles) 

V. Formation. . . l 
1 See facsimile, p. A36, for V. 
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VI. Duties of Advance Guard: 

A. To advance as far as the crossroads mentioned under III, in 
order to reconnoiter 

1. The crossings (especially across the BELGIAN positions on 
the Albert Canal) 

2. Beyond (Liaison on the advance route with the Reconnais- 
sance Detachment of the 6th Cuirassiers) 

To clear the road 

To cover the main body while same is going into position 
during the various stages of its advance. 

B. If enemy is contacted to advise the Colonel commanding the 
Reconnaissance Detachment and to attack. 

Under all circumstances to cover the main body once the latter 
has reached and is taking up its positions. 

VII. Execution of Movements. . . x 


IX. A special order will be issued concerning liaison and transmission. 
Important observation. All parts of the Reconnaissance Detachment 
of the 2nd Infantry Division must have passed by to the south of 
National Road No. 40 by H + 1.45 hours. 


X. Rations: . . . a 


Distribution: 


Captain commanding Armored Reconnaissance Cars for' 
Long-Distance Reconnaissance. 

Captain commanding 2nd Squadron. 

Captain commanding Machine-Gun and accompanying 
Arms Groups 

Corps Commander, as report 

Captain commanding Main Body, for cognizance. 


For execution 


The Squadron Commander 
Commander of Reconnaissance Group 
(signed) Signature 

1 Sec facsimile, p. A37, for VII. VIII is omitted in the facsimile. 

2 See facsimile, p. A38, for X. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 19 


MEMORANDUM CONCERNING COOPERATIVE ACTION TO BE 
TAKEN BY THE DUTCH, BELGIAN, BRITISH AND FRENCH 
ARMIES, SENT BY THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE DUTCH 

LAND AND SEA FORCES 


[Translation] 


1 Enclosure 


Memorandum 

For the Extraordinary Minister Plenipotentiary of Her Majesty in Brussels. 

Your Excellency is requested after taking cognizance of this memoran- 
dum to communicate immediately with the Belgian Government in order 
to inform it of the contents of this memorandum. 

While awaiting the arrival of the plenipotentiary of the Commander in 
Chief of the Dutch Naval and Military Forces, Your Excellency can inform 
the Belgian Government that the Dutch Army is charged with the duty of 
delaying as far as possible the advance of the invader from the moment 
that he crosses the frontier. 

The Command of the Dutch Army is seriously considering offering active 
opposition in the Peel Raam area lying in North Brabant (from Weert to 
Niederweert — Meyel — Helenaveen — Griendtsveen and Mill to Grave) by 
the troops stationed there, and has had considerable fortifications con- 
structed in order to equip this position for such resistance. The Command 
must admit on the other hand that preparations to oppose German invasion 
into Holland have only been made on Dutch territory and that the impor- 
tance of the position established in this region does not depend solely on its 
defensive power and the preparations already made, but is dominated to 
a large extent by the possibility of being outflanked on the south, that is 
near Weert and west of that city. 

In view of the fact that the Command of the Belgian Army has stationed 
the main body of its troops on the Albert Canal, while according to the 
information at the disposal of the Command of the Dutch Army, only weak 
troops intended to hold up the enemy are stationed along the Meuse and 
the Zuid-Willemsvaart, the Dutch Commander in Chief considers the pos- 
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sibility that German troops will press forward on the other side of the Weert, 
i.e. toward Bois le Due, to be so great that he feels himself forced to his 
extreme regret to withdraw the majority of his troops stationed in North 
Brabant while leaving rear guards north of the Meuse and Waal. 

The Dutch Commander in Chief requests Your Excellency emphatically 
to draw the attention of the Belgian Government to the fact that everything 
has been done by Holland so to fortify the above-mentioned position Weert- 
Grave and to establish it in such a way that, in the opinion of the Dutch 
Commander in Chief, the Command of the Belgian Army may have com- 
plete confidence in the support offered it by this position. 

The Command of the Dutch Army consequently hopes that the Belgian 
main line of resistance will lie along the Meuse and the Zuid-Willemsvaart, 
i.e. in the general direction of Eben-Emael to Bocholt. 

The fact that the Command of the Belgian Army obviously did not desire 
this connection, forces the Dutch Commander in Chief to adopt a measure 
which he regrets extremely. The Dutch Army will offer stubborn resistance 
on the Grebbe Line (from Ijsselmeer above Amersfoort and Rhenen as far 
as the Waal near Ochten). This line will be protected on the south flank 
by a line from Ochten to the North Sea: from Ochten to Tiel behind the 
Waal, from Tiel to the flooded area of Vesting Holland behind the Linge, 
and thence in the Merwede group and to the south of Vesting Holland. 
Moreover, Zeeland will be defended to the uttermost. The extent to which 
the Dutch Army can hold its own on the above-mentioned lines and in 
Zeeland will depend amongst other things on the strength of the invading 
German troops and on the help afforded it by the French and the British. 

The plans of the Command of the Dutch Army will be explained by the 
plenipotentiary of the Dutch Commander in Chief. 

I request Your Excellency to inform the Belgian Government forthwith 
that the above-mentioned lines as well as the positions in Zeeland are so 
organized and manned that if the French and British troops coming to their 
assistance can rapidly reach their positions, they would be able to offer 
the most desperate resistance. If this help is delayed, then, considering the 
length of the above-mentioned lines and the necessity of relieving the troops 
in consequence of the long duration of the war, the possibility will have to 
be envisaged of the Dutch troops being withdrawn into Vesting Holland. 
The Commander in Chief of the Dutch Army has expressly informed the 
French and British Governments that he would deeply regret such a meas- 
ure from the standpoint of Holland itself, as well as from an international 
point of view. He draws their attention to the fact that the defense of the 
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Grebbe Line leaves open the possibility of advancing from this line at any 
given moment in order to proceed to an attack, whereas the encirclement of 
troops on the Grebbe Line would require more hostile forces than the en- 
circlement of Vesting Holland. It is not necessary to enlarge upon the im- 
portance of holding the frontier of Zeeland. France is requested to keep an 
Army Corps of 4 divisions in readiness as a reserve to defend the interior 
of the country. 

The British Government is requested to place at our disposal: 

a) a division supported by air force squadrons and anti-aircraft 
units to defend Zeeland. 

b) air force squadrons and anti-aircraft units for defending the 
interior of the country. 

Both Governments are further asked whether they are prepared to em- 
ploy bombing squadrons, if so requested, against the bridges which the 
Germans will throw over the Meuse and the Yssel. 

Finally I would request you to inform the Belgian Government that if 
the Commander of the Allied Armies could decide to place considerable 
numbers of troops in North Brabant, the Commander of the Dutch Army 
for his part would be able to consider the possibility — according to the way 
the situation might develop north of the Meuse — of bringing into action a 
portion of his army side by side with the Belgian, or the British and French 
forces in these provinces. 

Until such time as the plenipotentiary of the Dutch Commander in Chief 
of the Army and the Air Force has reported to you, the Assistant Military 
Attache in Brussels will execute this duty. To regularize his position I am 
attaching hereto a sealed envelope which you will kindly hand to him per- 
sonally and which will provide the Attache in question with authority to act 
as plenipotentiary. 

The Hague, March 23, 1940. 


The General Commander in Chief of Land 

and Sea Forces 
H. G. Winkelman. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 20 

BRITISH ORDER CONCERNING PREPARATIONS FOR THE 
OCCUPATION OF THE NORTHERN SWEDISH ORE FIELDS 
WITH NARVIK AS BASE, APRIL 6, 1940 


Issued with Avonforce O.O. No. 1. 
Role of Avonforce whilst in Norway 


Secret 
Appendix A 


Role. 

1. The task of AVONFORCE is in [ i ] tially to secure the port of NARVIK 
and the railway to the SWEDISH frontier. While the force remains in 
NORWAY, its role is to provide for the security of the port, and of the 
railway against attack by German forces from SWEDEN, and sabotage or 
any other action by local hostile elements. 

If opportunity offers, the Commander intends to advance into SWEDEN 
and occupy the GALLIVARE ore fields and important centres in that area. 
On no account will armed forces advance across the frontier without express 
orders from Force H.Q. 

Considerations affecting the defensive measures necessary in NORWAY 
are dealt with below. 

Possible enemy action. 

2. Under the most favourable circumstances, (to Germany), the con- 
centration of two German divisions in the GALLIVARE area early in May 
is possible, followed about a month later by two or three more divisions. 

3. The distance from GALLIVARE to the NORWEGIAN frontier is 62 
miles. Communications consist of a single electric line and a motor road as 
far as KIRUNA. 

There is no road from the NORWEGIAN frontier to NARVIK. Under 
existing conditions, it is possible for a lightly-equipped force to operate be- 
tween GALLIVARE and the frontier, but the main German advance must 
be astride the railway unless and until other communications are developed. 

Under favourable circumstances, German forces might be expected to 
make contact with AVONFORCE on the frontier towards the end of May, 
after which pressure might increase progressively. 

While local reconnaissance is essential before reaching definite conclu- 
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sions, it is believed that the difficult nature of the country about the frontier 
and in NORWAY itself may make military operations on any scale difficult 
for the enemy. Effective defensive action should not be difficult, subject to 
the improvement of communications. 

4. No action by the Russian Air Force is envisaged, although some use 
of Russian aerodromes by Germany (e.g. OHTUA or KANDALAKSKA) 
cannot be excluded. Air action from Germany, except on a very limited 
scale, is not possible owing to the distances involved. A light scale of attack 
is possible from the end of April by squadrons using SWEDISH aerodromes. 

Should, however, a German force be established at the head of the GULF 
OF BOTHNIA, aircraft could be operated from aerodromes in that area. 

Effective air action is unlikely before early June. From then on, an 
ever-increasing scale of attack is possible. While the scale of attack on the 
NARVIK area is unlikely to approach that to be anticipated on the Western 
Front, active defence, dispersion, and proper P.A.D. measures are impor- 
tant. 

Norwegian Army. 

5. NARVIK is the Headquarters of the 15th Infantry Regiment consist- 
ing of three battalions. Troops in NARVIK itself are believed to number 
about 1500. 

Most of the available accommodation and M/T at NARVIK are reported 
to have been commandeered by the Army. 

6. In peace, the following are located at HARSTAD, 35 miles NAV. of 
NARVIK:— 

Headquarters, 6th Division. 

One Artillery Battalion. 

One Engineer Battalion. 

Troops can always be moved to NARVIK by coastal boats from HAR- 
STAD at short notice. 

7. An infantry regiment is normally located at TROMSO, 95 miles 
north of NARVIK, where there is also a seaplane station. 

8. Although it may be assumed that no opposition will be met with from 
NORWEGIAN armed forces, as a normal measure of military security, the 
possibility of hostile action cannot be disregarded. Plans must therefore be 
made on this basis. If the active and effective co-operation of the NOR- 
WEGIAN forces can be secured, it should be possible to reduce consider- 
ably the number of AVONFORCE troops who would otherwise be required 
for internal security, coast-watching, and other duties. 
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The defence of NORWEGIAN naval and military establishments should 
normally be left to their own garrisons, unless our assistance is necessary 
and acceptable. 

Civil Population. 

9. Whether or not the reception of AVONFORCE is friendly, certain 
hostile elements will have to be reckoned with. There is a German popula- 
tion in NARVIK, and a Communist element. Either may attempt, by 
sabotage or otherwise, to hinder operations. Provision must therefore be 
made for the protection of vulnerable points on the railway and in NARVIK 
itself. 

NARVIK. 

10. Three or four small calibre guns (3- or 4-inch) are reported to be 
located on the high ground above the ORE QUAY. 

There is a high wireless mast in the same area. 

A number of A. A. guns have been reported. 

There also appears to be a small fortified post on the rock behind the 
RAILWAY QUAY. 

11. The most important points which will require protection in NAR- 
VIK against sabotage are: — 

(a) The quays. 

(b) Railway and rolling stock. 

(c) The power stations at: — 

NYGAARDS —8 miles E.N.E. 

HAADVIDAL— 3 miles S. 

NARVIK — British Company’s reserve Diesel Plant. 

12. In addition to the above, the following may also require protection: — 

(a) The naval and military W/T stations communicating with the 
United Kingdom. These may be located on the high ground 
north of the ORE QUAY. 

(b) Military base stocks of supplies, petrol and ammunition. 
Railway. 

13. The length of railway between NARVIK and the frontier is 23 
miles. It is said to be prepared for demolition at several points, but there 
is no precise information about this. Owing to the fact that the railway 
clings to the side of precipices, and has numerous tunnels and frequent 
spots where large masses of rock overhang it, the possibility of damaging 
the line seriously is unlimited. 
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14. Tunnels and bridges are said to be guarded by NORWEGIAN 
troops, but it is probable that this is not being actively carried out. 

15. The protection of the railway to the maximum extent possible is 
vital for the future operations of the force. It will therefore probably be 
necessary to locate detachments at four or five points along the line to 
provide guards and patrols. Strengths and locations must depend on re- 
connaissance and the extent of co-operation by NORWEGIAN troops in 
protecting the line. 

16. Although the railway, generally speaking, is vulnerable throughout, 
certain demolitions might take months to repair, while others might be 
cleared in perhaps a week or so. In the first instance, technical reconnais- 
sance and a sense of proportion will be of the first importance. 

Demolitions. 

The export of ore from NARVIK must be continued as long as possible. 
The execution of demolitions will therefore be guided by this consideration. 

Troops available. 

17. The force available at various stages to carry out the defensive role 
given in para. 1 will be: — 

(a) If the 1st Convoy is limited to one personnel ship — one infantry 
battalion (1st Scots Guards). 

(b) If the 1st Convoy consists of two personnel ships — two infantry bat- 
talions (1st Scots Guards and 2nd South Wales Borderers) and 3 
Lt. A.A. Bty. battery. 

(c) After arrival of 2nd Convoy — 24 Inf. Bde. and 3 Lt. A.A. Btys. bat- 
teries. 

Responsibility for Defence. 

18. Until further troops are available, 24 Inf. Bde. must be responsible 
for: — 

(a) Reconnaissance and defence of the frontier against enemy ground 
attack from SWEDEN. 

(b) The security of NARVIK and the railway to the frontier. 

The first task will be reconnaissance of the railway and frontier and the 
security of NARVIK for the landing of troops and stores. 

19. 3 Lt. A.A. Battery will be sited to protect NARVIK and the har- 
bour in conjunction with N.O. i/c. 

War Office. 

6th April, 1940. 
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Ebcb. A.il. K 42 D.P: 


1/42 D.P. 


1 1 1/42 D.P. 


:X + 05* 






PART£W A H-aDE L2UR CANTO ffNEHENT 


15' 


E. SOLES- 


J£_nult 


:X +Oh.}0:X + I h. : 


11/42 D.P. 


: 

: 


: 

■ a 
: 
i 

"s" 


:X 40b. JO : X + I h. 


P.QJL .A ..rZ 


111/-. 


Voir plAce N? V - § II - definition dee heures H & X. 

ndralres II - I-~ 



- .Iorli. .)uoqu'A lo frontlAre, 
o oTUieTe de To lot on , Gredda 


f “" La re conn i 

dolt avlTir SVi raTte t r tooa lei __ 

orlenteurs, dApanneure. Chefe de Group ea de T. C. etc. .en TDT"»ot par tooa 
lee Off ioierff TBflfoBffkbluu 4m lu UJinrtTTA d'one UttltA dldmentalre ou r** 
lee Oradde oyant A clrculor leoldnent (DSpenneurs, orlanteure, aorre-fUeo) 

1 L'Atude dee ltindralrea au ddlA de la Frontiore devra fttro effective 

aur certo. Lea croqule d' ltlndralres ci-jolrte dlffuoda Juaqu'A 1‘Echolon 
• Eaoadron, oont A reprodulro eur Calquo par lea Unitde subordonndie mention- 
n6ee au § cl-deeaue. 

s.. Ce travail devra 0tre termini pour le 8 FAvrler .- 
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DOCUMENT NO. 7 

STATEMENT OF A LUXEMBURG SUBJECT ON THE PRESENCE 
OF FRENCH TROOPS IN BELGIUM BEFORE MAY 10, 1940 

| No ftciimilt available.] 


DOCUMENT NO. 8 

STATEMENT OF A FRENCH PRISONER OF WAR ON THE PRES- 
ENCE OF FRENCH TROOPS IN BELGIUM BEFORE MAY 10, 1040 

(No facsimile available.] 
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/z 


DOCUMENT NO. 9 


I&a loT&r di£ gtHU-MA/jv kMJlMuUu, 




C<K»' 


♦ -■ 




S.O.. la *^3 at-ra 1940 


NOTE 

aur It Muiioe uvi'e jelge a l'TIct de It :.euae 


Lu monoe*jvre beige pr6vue i l'.-.et de 1». iJEUCE 
(Njte n* G.tt/2 S du 10 n.xa} t.ppelle lea reatr'iiea ci- 
aprfca : 

I - /.CTiO.« TRIC E 

1) Repll dea Clu-JBCurs Ardenntie 

- :6ne et ..tu Chasseurs ; Manoeuvre poaaible sous 
reserve qua lea destructions ment pi rfcltccent 
Joud dwn* It son# du «J4oo Cbtone ira Aidenntls. 

- ler Chaaaeura : Repll poeulble sur f.&YCH TE U et 
LIBRA^OUT ou existent c fleet l venent dea org ni ac- 
tions. 

Le repll ult»-rleur aur HLY (70 Itlne h vol 
d'oiaeuu et perpend loultlrenent h It direction de 
murohe de l’ennenl et u le direotlon no mile de 
repll dea popul tlona oivllea) pardt plus qua 
problGnu tluue. 

II eat vr leenbl.ble que lea 6i orients en 
retr; lte i*u ler Chasseurs aoiont t„en<c a ae 
repller en direction de la SSiOY. 

2) Repll dee dllr.enta d> t cr.-a du :.4:ie Lanclere de 

lu region de KLOiC:r;iLLE. 

- L .§:,0 reo:*rque que ol -deasua. 
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3) Difenae da la TUt da Pont da HUY". 

La lire D.C. (renforcie da 2 BatulUona de Chnaaeura 
Ardenncla) n k aofandre un front da 30 a 40 kllomit res. 

Cette a*l eaae pourrr a'appuyer s 
. dona an partle Sat, aur la ooupure da l'OUKTHE. 

- dena aa partla Gantrele, aur un fosai crttl- ohara . 

- aon a aa pert la Oueat, aur lc cd upura du HOYOUX. 

Kn rclaon da l'itendua du front la defense na permit 
paa aevoir exoider una durda da une JournAa aoua reaerve 
qua lo lisne dea .no l ana forte da LILliE n' clt poa 6t6 
prenJhblement anfonoea. 

4) P.C. d\i Crcwipenent K 

Trie avbtco k ut.HUuKKT, cure 60 kina a pr.rcourlr 
par pandloulol renont k la direction da merohe da l'ennaml 
pour attalndra la kXLSE . 

8a trouTeru pax pdtucllcment an uouvenent et di*na 1' 
lnpoaalblllti da oacuaunder . 




1) Poaltlon f ortlf lie da LIE Cl 


Dlapoaltlf numirlqua&ent foible i 2 D.I. re nrorceea 
d* iltaienta ligera aur un front da 40 kina environ. 

Ca dlapoaltlf malgri 1* op pul da la Difenae dea Ou- 
vregea na pa met da prilever auouna riser ve. 

2) Saoteur da la lira Division aa Chuaeeura Ardennnie 

Beotaur norai.l aa 8 kina utlllaunt la foaa6 da la 
ICSUSE, oLia It Division rlaqua da ue poo pouvolr y 6tra 
regroupie. Kn toua oaa on na paut pea o asp ter aur une 
rial a ton oe airieuse da lb part d'ilimenta qnl nuront 
■ant una ootlon returictrloe longue at dlfflolla, molgri 
la protection qua laur aure aaeuri 4 pe.rtir da l'OURZHK 
la lira D.L* diployie aur la "Tite da Pont da HUT". 
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3) Spoteur dc la Ike J.C. 

L* Ihrt J.C. dolt ten lr un front do 7 kins are o dn 
noyens riduits 4 4 Rteinsnts. 

Co front no prrr.tt pas exu^drd on r«Uon do lc vi lour 
do l'obsti ole , nets 11 eat peu vri isombluble que outto 
Division puisso so rdtabl ir uur li. MEUSE si sUs l tsnu 
quelqus t^mps sur Is "T6te d* Pont d* HUY". 

Son st^lol on rdserve *)t dtd lndiqut. 

4) Oootour do Is 24 ng >i vie ion do Chssr.eurs M-dsn n e^s 

Cot to Division install do d*» v< noo sur is oaupure do 

is MEUSE pout offrir one rdoistuioo sdriouoo our son 

• 

front do 1 b klras 
0) Position Tortifido do MAMt'P 

Oetto pool tion prrnlt mleux ddfenAie quo Is position 
do LriCEi 

1 Division itppuydo sur lo Jdfcnse dos Ouvrugos pour 
un front aotlf d'une qulnzuino do Kins sir rive droits 
do lu iHUdS. 

6) HSUft.m.. 3H.d.dj.^Vh 
- Hon ddfondjo . 



Si l'on oxoopto la pertio n n ddf endue on rnont do IAMJR, 
lo point foible do lc. Defense Beige do lu JELSE pc.rr.lt ttro 
lo Sec tour oonprls ontro HUY ct 1 I^sltton fbrtifldo do LIT>E 
du felt quo lsr troupes ohargoee do dufondro oe sooteur soront 
dos troupes fatlfaideo et lnstaidos ou dernier none at. 

En outre, uucune reserve sdriouoo no pi.rolt cvolr 6 td 
prdmo on arrldre do lo P.R. do LIBCE 4 HJIIUR. 
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2A*e.k6glaeat do Orenxdlere . 
Btot-Mojor. 

S B C r X T 

S 2463/ 36? 


ta oaB)XigDe, 1* 13 «*rll 19*0. ^ 

U '-n^dat du 2 < jt . 


Aux Cota, ie ?on. (3 ex.) 

A- d.' It Cio.E.H.Kt. 
a- -‘jcc_n chef cv S.S./2 Or. 

A 1* ff icier ?.S. 

A i CI.’iour !o r"neci?ncaent8 
Aj Tr.ei d-. «• c., Ecl- irours. 


:R!T?r P.U 2 l; 0 R£ c: Ra7TC' z : 'O^^ismir »v t 

:** .EFEI.SZ rs rO:TT 4 .;* ml c/sras - ?*yri 

(ConDlAacct A zon ordr c # 2453/555 du 12/4/43) 


I.- Bepaelgneaeata sur lea fcr up^s anise . 

lea forcer roles -ccucent uno ligne sAnAr.-le dai^nnAe 
par TO’JFNAI - A?ITC:TO - )• cacul dc *)NS A CJN.ffi - St. GHISIAIN 
3 IN CHE. 


II - j ^ssly: de 1ft 7 D ^ 

>.na 1* c**dr du 71 C.A., la 7 3.1. . ajant la 2 D.X. A 
sa gauche , a jour r ro prAporer l'areucatl*. a da 1 / position 
IflNCVB - OASTfcE - HAL. 


Notes : 1. 


Lc garde des pqlnic de p&as&g- sur la TZKIHE entre 
OCEGBI (exclo; et ALC8? (tonrls) a Ate alee 4 I'Atuda 
Far l'lao.ty./7 3.1. 

2*- .Vocoupatl»»n (lea atria st la aloe ea pinoo dee C.47 eat 


.V occupation dea 
rAollsAo dcpula 


le 11 .irril. 



du fVSecteur t voir cro;uis Jr.iat A l*ordre c* 243J/565 
entre lee .Bo:* . ; idea. 


I?.- Xspopjtlf .. 

4.- Lee troix Bone. re cole*., Cats V 
*. Ill, II. 

Hen? -rts i Jus^u’A r.ouvei • rdro. 
du 17 sera offootuAv couce rul~ 
lJe-Cio. (- 1 Pen.) nu I 
1 Poc.A3j.C1s. ru 111 


140 .Cls 


cJ*7 


•*u 1 

cv ir 


m 


•rJre <du hard au 3ud) ; 

l/i repartition des renforta 
i 



I5« 


(“« Fon. ca I 

■“'AiUm 

<’ Lc_ Cdtj__j a cVe, T* . 


1. Orpt. d-aopul du ? Sr. : 11/12 A. (Sud de 3TBIJTHM) 


7.- Directives peur les travnux. 

a) Lor treraux d'-'rg^nle -tiOR du ter*-*'!'-. riiront rA cl is As di 
ordre d'unw 
- dOgcgeoenJ 


. ^ ~ ^ 

d'urgence ci-oprAs 

»aeai lu cheap dc tir si r vscuflu.^; 


trariux d'o-.stbcloa; 


%- 

0 - eap.oceuects ds tlr pn tegAs. 
J Sc ce iui concernc ies divers 
possible co quI eat rvrllaA. 


<n utilise re 
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b) Rectificatio ns Ave r.tu lies de Is pos itive e xlstanta. 

II o et.* c-nutdtd »ue pur suite de 1 j construction de 
l'ofcstaoj* anti -chars, ulttrieortMaent 6 I ; * rgar.leatlon de la 
position. Certains ecpl*ce»ent8 de ia lisifare extdriedre no 
impendent nlu-s aux conditions d9 dintar.ee (2 a ?O0 bo*. res de 
l'n^Stadej at de f ianqueocmt 

Par ai Hours certains AlAienta dc trcnchAca, etoblla 
•land Itrt tormina baa, aor.t liierutfe et inutl llsahles . Lea tra- 
▼r.ujc qui djivnrt -trt -ff»ct'i4a aer^ot done orAcddAa de recon- 
nalncxv detail -.end nt ft rectifier lea partlos du trocA 

.qul Ik repen *ei.t plur *ux conoi tiara actucllea. 

c) 

1. Is^ uAPg - r.t du cn arap de tlr. 

V- j.'F.tgeaeiit du cl* -nap de tlr fcera reduit i ra amlwu c 
lndisr**n < V.e p“ ..r *Lt. nlr une tanne actio:, dca arr.ea, coxpTo 
ter.'j r- o v.' ufi ige. 

Me pna p< rtlfe da rue quo le caaouflnge nature! ea*. ? 
aelllevr en t?nlr C*mpte pour lcs.travoux a Itabllr sous tail 
11a nr>t*ics}ent. 

2. - ?» v.mux. 1‘o bctnc lea. 

EtH'pllr OJ cwpUter on tenant coopte den rdseaux 
cxlatuur ur. r-.ceaj r.crooi da a c.JC de lfcr/eur d^rant toute 
la jr ultim o. 

L*3 *url*» i ts qul ae trcienr.t ircl>*M ou va sell- 

lont devant ia ooaition (lir.lere emHi nr ) aer^nt ontourda d* 
no rlec.tu Jc u a. 3". 

3. Enpla eaer.t e 1. tjr ?:• t egla . 

Lee eapl'crnenta oraatontn aeront rerun »n «%at s' 11a 
oonvleme.-.t . Aacr.-.ger tn Ie*s.urflfr. • lea on*->ettea; lcs tme- 
•h.’ca dc t.ir rt Us tr.-^caae.> h V’fc ila-fler. t oxeoutdec 

qu’aprer leu; ac^-T-xent 

Lea tra-chedts e:rvfit rc^etuc* «n utlllarnt en •'rditj prlr 
clpol c* xjre n. tdrioux de rc*'.Ux«n* x 

- lea gnt. na, 

- lea slay, .-wages cur placet 

- le tralil Is «4talUque . 

On velliem apAciolener.t lcs la crcntl'-o des tnl*in do 
trrac*Ae ?t dta revooenenta \ don n«r uno nor.tc auff*oanU q-.l ac 
aera pro 9up*rieurc u 8/i pc-ur lea ehajonnng^o ct 6/1 peur lea 
*Q"OM . 

k. Abrla ldgora. 

Lea tbrla 14gcre ne acront pat c'-natrults A 1‘heure ac- 
tuclle, sauf A utlllaer ceux qul »xlatent. Tcutefola, leuxn eD- 
plocec-r.cc '^nt pre-.us dans la r*allnttlon das terraaaonenta. 

5 • t/ j: jivancd s 

C*rt:ilr.ea portion do l' .tutacle «ntJ -chars at troueent 
neeald.a u ran inoi.s cu A d. a couv-rta qul en fac ill tent 1 ' 
cppr-che; c'.'ubre p-.rt c-.rt.uns poiatt areacrvnt -it. inportanoe 
qul icui* Bvrv-iil24r.cc Jin n «Se ' ui . trut ou co_na do 

nuit. II '.onviendr de pJacor a |.v-,xi«lt* dt ces points <ks poe- 
tes nvarvls, f - r ■ r.-» ^ ■ r -.. -l rff i r^fj ) lt» eBplucenent? 

devror.’ -tre p report ; on- instruction p: rt leu litre rAgltm fn- 
cesaa*-> r.t cette qut.it ion. 

d) Execu tion dca tra vjux, 

Lee trovaux d ! cr,’anls»tlon de lo oosltion do leant c.r- 
nencer )e lj uvril, eu r_o u n . Lo 2 «ir. vu eon anivdu tnrdiec 
r. T oyertiteru que leo tiavaux rtjeonnus et pr6p#irc-B d..no In jcur- 
n-ie du 12. Juste 1 * uouvtl ordre. He seront effcctucs tv.ua lea 
jourr., y coapris le diraanche. Les Cits, d ‘unites pxr.dront dea 
nesuros peur poroettre aux boaaos do reapllr lcurs devclra re- 
llgleirx . 

Un coBpte rendu dec travaux effectuAs me aers transala 
le 13 avrll A 14 beurea (ltaq>loyer le aodAle ci-Jolnt). 
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j) Rarl tall lament en nat6rlnux. 

- voir 1-ordre a* £** 5^566 p<ur lee Ravltaillenente et lea 
Evacuations A partir du 12 avril 19*0. 

VI.- Surveillance . 

a) En caa d'alerte, lee Poaa. d'Ecl. rdglKentairee detacheront un 
poste de surveillance avec miaalon d* Inf ortatlon aux points ci- 
rprAa * 

- lo 2 Gr. 1 vera STEENHA'JLT (B.9 route dc HINOVE A EXGKIEN) \ 
aurveillcnce de la region d • ENGKTsE.N . 

- lc 2 C. : vera HAOTB-CPCIX ; surveillance de lc vAgicu d'ENGHIEIf 

b) kf in de ae fanliiariaer art/r son terrain d'acticn Eventual ( 
le Pen. d'Ecl. /2 Gr. •ffecturf/Sournellement den o'.trculllee aux 
abor<*6 du point de atationnenent fixe ci-deaaus : 11 etudlere laa 
itlndrolree de renli. 


Le C>olonel B.E.M. HERBUT 
commandant le 2 Gr., 

(64) UERBIET. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 11 




yglV U32/1/G 4l ; 
19 Apr <0. 


A/Q (letter only). 

1. Contact ulth Bolivian civil authorities, 

(a) The first contact in any Biigi an "village sbcald bo with the 
Burgonooter, the eooond with the looal B riga de da Oscdaraerl e 
the headquarters of vhloh mil be found 'Tnt he o>ier-iteu of" 
the oanton. 

The Gendarmerie, ae in France, are in possession of inform- 
ation on all Inhabitants or the o ant on oonoorned. 

Their duties and organisation correspond Tilth those of the 
French Gondaroorie; they are responelole for all nattors re- 
garding the reomitnont of personnel into tho Amy, and for 
all questions of Debilitation affeotlng tho civil population. 
In oo-oper .tion with the oivil polios, reprooented In oountry 
districts by the Gardes Chan pet res, under the Burgonpator, 
they are also rosponslole for the naintenanco of law and ardor 

(b) At the earliest opportunity, arrangenonts mil bo nado for 
ra nge a ontat Ives of the Buret e Publique (the oontral Pollco 
Intel ligonoe Oifiuu) tg r> 5^attached to Q.B.C U and Corps li.'l. 
The offioials to be attanhod will bs nosbero of tin Stato 
Pollco (Polios Generals de 1'Stat) who deal nlth internal 
security, subversive propaganda, and ourvolllanoe of forc<gn- 
ero entering the country. 

(o) Purthor details oi* Belgiar Polico and Oordarnerio orgftilu- 
ation are given m Chapter XV of "Notes or. the Colglt.n 'my 
1937" . 


4 Inf Bde 

(1 

5 inf Bde 

(1 

6 Inf Bde 

(1 

4/7 D.O. 

(1 

R.A. 

(1 

H»E. 

u 

R.A.S.O. 

(l 

Pro 

(i 

P.S.P. 

ii 

(i 


2. Pigeon Lo fts. 

The doors of” all pigeon lofts will bo opened sr.d opr.i. 

Pigeon roc*Jig le a national sport in Belglun and P. Q .P- »;J3T. en- 
sure thac v.~ is instruction is' carried out ovor w:do an c.ror. 
as poosiolo* irrespective of r»: othor the Bolgian nutfcoritio.e 
hare issued an order to the sa*.o offoot or not. 

o. Be lg-ia n Id^ ntlf loatlon par , or j. 

3psoxcwns ox Bolgian identity oards are onolesed (dictrifcu- 
ciun as above)* Tho cards enclosed are only approximate repre- 
disDtione of the originals both c.s to oolour and print. At tho 
earl lost o v >ortunlty aft or oroooing tho frontior, inferaation 
should le obtained fron Belgian sourcos on the following polnto: 
v a) '.luac other pomits, if any, are in current use. 

(b) The scope of the spocinone enclosed. 


Su e poet oaro and po^so rp - 

(a) A lint euepoci cars giving the orm er'a n?.^a ftivl iJ' 
rninoer of the oar Is given in Appx A. 

(b) A list of persons whoa tho authorities should bo 
re<vj9sied to placo under rrroet in given l.*i Appx B. 


p 

L 



Lt .Col . , 
3 0i\~ . 


W. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 13 


1* DIVISION LBS EKE tfECUnqUS 
ETaT - f*JOH - 3* Bureau 



DAccnbre 1935 


ORDRE PaRTICLUQJ POUR U LUIS <11 


(Annexe A l'Ordre GAnAral d'OpAra lion a n* 17 Bis 


1- LI A I CCII DE ccmxvEXDn 

a )En. jvodL aycc Its Forccx BeUcx 

- par la DAcouverte avec lee C.M. dee Troupes de Catpagne opArant dene la 
zone d f action de la 1* D.L.M. , 

• par le Chef du 2" Bureau du C.C. A l'E.IL GAnAral Telge A BR 
aCcovpagnA A partir dc SOI GOT CS ( Mairle) gar une reconnale 
(1 peloton A.V.D.- 1 peloton ootos) du 6 s Culmeelere (1) • 

- Rensolgnenents traneeila au P.C. avanci de la Dlvlelon ( accolA an P.C. 
du Coamndant da la DAcouverte ) par dee agmte de trone-iifiolong t par 
radio et el poesible par t* 14 phone . 

blSur lea Fbnt» 


- par 1 officier de liaison de la 1* D.L.M- i Lieutenant HUET au P.C. 
da la 2° D.L.M. 


-ivrt ka Farcca Eriunal 


(C* Division Crl tannlquc oo 
(Croupc-cnt Hotblack - 4/7 Dragons 


Guards et 12* MgU de Unciere • dans lee conditions prAvuee par la 
Hotc de Service n* A**/#./. Ai 


:c If A fflTSCA 
re -garde , 


opirant au S. oo A 1*0. dc 


par as 

■iivcc I'.irrlfcra 

-avec le C.C. i offlclcr de liaison du C.C. 

Toua rcnacignoae nte transits au P.C. avancA de la Division 
(accolA au P.C. du Conwandant de la DAcouverte ) par a Rgnf de trane- 
niealona , par rudlo , 

Utilisation Avontuelle du rAseau civil avec l’erriArc • 

..../mm 


(1) Cette reconnaissance sera dipoeAe au paeeeg 
SOlCiUES pjr le Colonel Cdu le 6 # Culraeei- 
le Chef du 2* fureau du £ C. • 


e devant U Malrle de 

ere . Clle y attendra 
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c) Uaiaqafl laiirleurefi 

- 1 offlcier de liaison par brlrade plus 1 officicr do liaison de la 
colonne Sud ( 1 ) au P.C. avance de la Division . 

2 ®-Sur le canal 

Liaisons via intenues on place auprAs des diffArents P-C. 

11 ) LIAISONS TACTIQUES 


-AesurAes A lous les 6c ha Ion a de la drolte A la piucbe . 

jusau'aj Canul 

o -avec les Bn tanr.lques eur le canal 

•entre le D. D. et les roconnal seances sur , et I3 A 
l'initUtive cu Colonel Cdt. le 6° Cuirassiers . 

- -T /* 

t) l°Ecr.clc r. - 'ntre le6 colonnes A hauteur de la transversale de MCNS} 
-entre la colonne N. et la Kianc-garde A l'ifcltiatlve du 
Colonel Cdt. 1-* «d lonnc Nard . 


c)* -u.rJa -Avcc les Brltannlques et Aventuellement lea Beiges 

(voir cl-de?aus paragraphe 1 ) 


PAXMLl 

a) PAcqu** .O.<LU0l£g_E avec la 2° D. L.M. rAclon de SDTOTE 

(1 axe d* D.S Rord <ie la 2 ° D. L.M. passe A SENEFFE ) . 

b) L°_ESll<ll.qil_- avec la 2 * D. L. W. par un poste mixte sous le comandement 
d’un officier de la 2° D.L.r. et conprenant un peloton motos oe cette- 
Division sur l'oxe FaHILLEUREUX - SENEFFE et 1 C.C. moto de la 

1 ° D. L.M. A dirigor sur cet oxc par le Coonnandant du a/secteur Sud , 

- entre les s/6cc tours A la charge du Colonel Cdt. le 
s/sec teur Sud aux environs du confluent du rui6sesu Matbieu , 

- avec les Forces Eritanniqoes dans la rAglon N. de TUSIZE 

? ir un dAtachewent de liaison de la flanc-gorde Nord , aux ordres du 
olonol Cdt. le s/cectcur No rd , 

- Avcntuelle-nent avec les Forces Beiges dans la ocn*e re- 
gion et dans les monies conditions si elles tenaient le canal . 


2®- a 1'Lzl du caiul 


-E ven tup 1 

son axe ( par le6 616rrnts 
la route BRUXELLES - LES 4 
D. D. 1 . 


.se repllant sur 

chars poussAs en avant . n hauteur de 
aux abords lmmAdlaln de l'axe du 


/ 


(1) l'offlcier de liaison de la colonne Sud rejolnt le P.C./D.L.M. 
A CaUDRY dfca le dAclanchement de l'alerte . 
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111) COMPTES RDfDUS ,.U P.C. /D.L.M. 


- fljLia JXCQUYfirti.- au pass**- du car*l , pula 4 1' arrive 

das F orces Ealae a , 4ventueIl*aBf!l a 
centre avjc l’ennenl , — — 


c ontac t 

e rei 


- dU 1 fcChllflB 1 au P«aaag»* dea litas da colonnea aur la transverse 

MON5-BIICKB . 4 l'«rrlv4e aur la canal at an caa da 
or laa da -con t act *vac 1 'anneal , 

-da 1 a Flanc-r.«r,i«t Mpr* lauaaltflt entree an liaison avec lea 414aanta 

vclalna ou *u collect da l'ennawl , 

-2°4chelon t au passage das tltas da colonnes aur la traraveraele i 
MONS-BnCME el 4 l'arrlvaa aur 1* position canal • 


2°-Sur la canal at 4 l'Eat t 

- da 1* else an place du dlapoaitlf 

- d’urgence da tout contact avec 1' anneal 

- da l'haura du ffenchlseemcst du canal- par Is D!<ouvartc 

psr lea d lisente da char* 

- pArlodlquenent i pour 7 h auras C.fi. do la oult 

pour 16 haurca C.R. da la joornle 


IV) P.C. 
• • ■* 

Unit* 


P.C. au d4part 

st-Quomii 


-a-a -a -a -a 

Aiee iP.C. ai*r la canal Obaarvatlcma 


C.C. 

1*D. L. M. 

1°B.L.M. 


2*B. L. M. 
Col. a/ sec - 
Uur Word 


4*R. D.P. 
Col. a/ sac- 
taur &jd 

6«Cuir. 


cauthy 


CfcL’LLDlY 


vnrcsLY 


H*fTS 


St-RIUIRT 


( A 132) 


LE QUESROY 
CRIES 


iSt-SYI^MORIW i 
i (3 fcao.E.de MC*f) 


SOIGKIES (1) :P.C.a*anc4 



BPAI 


WE-LR-C WTE 


( 1 ) 


(sciGin es-bra 



(90LE3SS-LK 4 B* HOOCH* 1 *(1) J ' 

(goranoY-aiVAr * 

(MOMS-ROEULX ! * 


IvaLWCIEJWES- : 

(HORS- SOIGKIES- s 
(SRA!ME-LE-CC*rn 


(1) 


..../ 

(1) T414pbone 4 la tfalrle . 
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DOCUMENT NO. 15 


*• R. D. P. 

?7/9* - 



- ORDRZ PARTICULIER FOUR LA LIAISON - j 

(- EXTRA IT 5 -) 2 A T ry^ln 

(Annexe A l'Ordre General d 'Operations N" 23) 


I POSTES DE CO^tANDEkENT - 


mrrjTunmrjidijnmn 

Autorite 

I 

:Appellatici 
s ? 

is Depart 

: 3 

_ a 

: ? ;n : Date : 

xJ*Fii£fia- x Approximative: 

* npjijrn pnnnnu^u’u* 

Axes de 

De pig cement 


s : x : : 

: A— ACT® HI TEG SVPIRIP-T-SC OUrVOISIWES t 


1° D. L. 

P.C.. 

i 

l 

i 

jCARC/DIS 

: 

: 

• 

a 

: 

t 

• 

a 

s 

t 

s 

: PRUGES 

• 

• 

s 

: 

a 

• 

f 

a a a 

a a a 

sHva.DYLE x vers i x 

sTrSuEITTlC: s 

skins G de : H - I? : 

xTURNH OUT): : 

: ou x x 

: DUFFER (6 s H ♦ 10 : 

ikmaN. de x x 

: VALINES} x : 

l 4 


• 

: 

X 

• 

i 

A 

• 

• 

a 

: 

i 

a 

a 

A 

t : * : x 

OogTOTTT x H ♦ 12 x 

[:(I5k*s 0. x x 

'sdeTUhMHOUTs) 

a a a 


P.C. AVANCE 

sZEPHIRlW- 

sMARUEL 

• 

* -d°- 

: 

a 

Z a S 

xavec la De«ouverto x 

XX X 

a a f 

I 4 

P.C. ARHIERE 

xZEPHIRIN 
* RAOUL 

a 

i -d°- 

: 

a 

a a a 

xavec la Rasa x 

i : x 

fa v 

I< 

3° DIVISION 
BRITAN NIQUE 

o 

j PEIfE 

t 

: 

i 

i 

i 

a 

: 

sLEGQUin 

l 

: 

• 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

X 

a Z Z 

snon fixd : H ♦ 14 i 

: x x 

: x x 

X X 1 

X X X 

X X 1 

1 1 x 

: x i 

: : x 

’LAOTOY-ROUBAlX 

WATTRELOSS- 

ESPIERRES- 

AUDENARDE 

ALOST 

DROEHODT 
VILVORDE-PEPCX 
LOUVAIN 
[ » c — 

15/19 H 0U- 

i 

sCAMJfclN 

: 

a 

a 

a 

a 

s 

X 

X 

1 

• 

a 

x non fixe : H ♦ Bh.30 x 


SARDS 

x 

t 

i 

i 

i 

i 

: 

a 

• 

I 1 X 

II X 

: t x 

• x i 

x x : 

1 1 X 

: i t 

• ■■■/•*•■ x 

ROUBAIX - WAT- 
TRELOOS-ES PIER- 
RES - AUDENARDB- 
ALOST-DROEHOUT- 
V IL VO RDE-PERCK- 
LOUVAIN 
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»<■ • • 2/ • • • • • 

B.- AUTOSITES SUBORDONHEES 


I® Echelon 
iGROUPEtaENT 
Cl. CAUSAJ6 


: ETIENNE 
: FRANCOIS 
l 


L'ABEELE 


l 

H yp.DYLE : 
JOSTOJLIE : H ♦ 12 
ouHEERZEL : 

Hyp. BREDA : 
CTnCTUTT^r . 
s HOUT 1 


iz : muut 1 H ♦ IJ 

II.- LIAISONS DE COLI ANDEMENT 

a-) ^ Rvan t nvec lea Forces Beiges et Hollandalaea 


P.C. 


1 Emplacement a : Personnel 1 .toy ena de liaisor. : Pourni par 1 


1 — 


C.Q.G. BELGI HA.1CHT (I) 
x 

• I 

DIVISION il'JRNHOUT 
BELGE I 

I 


1 


: I ofi'lcier de:? Agents de transmls * 4° R.D.P. 

ila 2° 1.1 !!• xon noto dont ISide:Lt.de LAFF0R2ST 
1 : ; (13° Esc?) 

t 1 1 

:I oi*f*.cisr dot I Poste E.R. 27 xTransninaionr 
:1 r 2° b.L.K. 1 ? Sides avec conduc-i 4° R.D.P. 

: : -.t:ur8 .- iS/lit MEL LET 

i : 1 (8® Esc) 


(I) Sur la DYLE entro MALI ITS * AARSCHOT .- 

Ces Officiers feront mouvonufnt «vec'les dctacnements de Ddcou- 
verte sur lee itlndral r ‘p. as prfcn dee local ltdo indiqudes.- 

Ils recevront oes instructions particullfcres * prendre au P.C. 
du 4® R.D.P. - 

ELEMENTS DE LIAISON FOuRNIS PAR LA 1® D.L.K. - 
Echelonn 1 Personnel 


Entre le P.C.de la xS/Lieuter.art 
I°D.L.M.et le P.C. iBECUIN BILLKCOC* I Voiture T.O. 
de la 3° D.I.B. (W)i du 4® R.D.P. 

P.C.InAtiRlLESQUIH 1 (I3°Esc.) 

« tLANUOY-ROUBAlX :B.C. BOURGEOIS 
TRELOOS-ESPIER- x(ddtachd D.L.O 
RES-AUDENARDE- xChiffrcur 

ALOST-DROEHOUT :3 Amenta a* 

VILVORDE-PERK- xtraAsmiaaior, 

LOUVAIN : 

Entre le Cdt. 11 
du Groupoment 2 et xLt .PAPXEUTIER 
le P.C. du tdu 4® R.D.P. 

15/19 H ouaarda : (4° Esc.) 

P.S. Initial* il Interpret* 

CAMERIN » I® Btn.- 

Axe sLABASSEE-LILLE-l 
ECTTBAIX-WATTRELCOS-:? Agento de 
ESP1ERRES-AUDENARDE : transmission 
ALOST-DROEHOUT- : 

VILVORDE-PERX-LOU4 x 
VAIN - 


1 

s f 


Mcyena de liaison xFourr.is xObacrvotion® 

x par x 

— 1 x — 

x x(I)dventuel 

* Q.O. xleoer.t 

X X 

: x 

I Side X 4® D.P.I3 0 3tn 

t x 

2 Postea E.R. 27 (I) tCieRadioxdont I au 

1 xP.C./DLK 

3 Motos aolos xI6° Dra-x 

x gone.- * 

1 x 

1 Side x 4® D .Pi 


I Side 


2 Motos solos 






:4® D.P. « 
s I® Btn s 

x 1 

x : 

1 t 

1 1 
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Lea dtftachewents cl-deesua ae prdeenteront au P.C. de la Division 
k PRUGES dfee reception de l’ordre dalerte ou de l'ordre de nouvement 
dans le caa ou le m^canisre d'alerte ne Jouerait pa9 .- 


ELEMENTS DE LIAISONPOURNIS PAR LA 21 D.I.B. - 


Echelons i 

Personnel 

: Moyer.s de llaiaor. 

: Obaervationa 

s 

Entre le P.C. »1 

Officier (I) 

i 

:I Voiture T.O. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

i ( 1 ) uventuollener.t .• 

i 

du 15/19 Hou- : 
Bards et le :1 

Intorprfcte 

t 

1 

Cdt du Groupe-r 
aent N e 2 i? 

: 

Agents de liai-:2 Kotoa 

: 

: 

i 

sot 

i 

: 


Liaisons tnt^rieurea : 

Ur. Off icier de liaiacn par gr;up*r.«M d* -Marche rer.au au P.C. de li 
Division deo l'alerte N* 2 - (Aapirnrt VAir>FRMARK - 7 f Escadron) 

III — LIAISONS TACTIQUES - 

AssurJee k toua lea echelons de la gauche h la droi tc .- 

l c Echexon - Entre lea Groupemente et Sous -GroupeF.cr.ta 

-A l'arrlvde our lea tranaveraelea : 

-TERKEUZEN - GEE) - AUDENARIB - (Un Gfficier du 7° Esc. el *verv- 

ANVERS - HEMIKSEM - 500M - M/J.I NFS • 'tueller.ent I Felolon Mctoa 
T1LPOUHG - TURNHOUT (2 Pelotor. A.M.R. k i 

(LANDIS- WALSCH - LESF.INDE - 


Avec ifl 21 

Par le Groupemont N° ? ) a la charge du Commandant du 3° Botai lion. 

- Entre CAVERE * AS PER ) I Officier 

- Au Nord de V1LV0RDE ) et dventuellenent un Peloton 

- A ARR3CH0TT ) Puailiere .- 

La liaison d AAHSCriOTl cera ciaintenue Juaqu'k nouvel ordre et auaurde 
par un Peloton de fusiliers- 3° Bataillon 

IV.- C OMPT E- RE ND ' JS AU P.C./D.L.M. - 

-du Gu6t Adrien s voir ordre partloulier pour la D.c.a.- 

-du IJL Echelon : k l'arrivde dea t$tc9 de colonnea sur lea tra navar- 

bkIgo euivantea: 


-TKRMEUZEN - Oa - AUDEN ARDE i 

-ANVERS - KALI NES - \ h la charge de l’E.M. 

-P’ITTE - MERK-'iEN - Canal ALBEK7 ( 

-ROSENDAEL - 00S1 MALLE - HEREOTHALS i 4° R. D. P.- 
-TILBOUHG - TURNOUT - MOL ( 


Er. outre et lridepenoanntrt due 
lea orarea de recherchee. un campte 
partir de G2 mar lr.. aur : 


renauignementb aur 1' anneal 
rendu succinct aer.i aoreaad 

••../• ... 


S r^rua p.vr 
la Di visiot 
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-lee ^vrtnemerta de la nuit pour 5 Keurea ^ 
-les dveneaents de la mAtinde pour I0H.30 
-lea dvenements de la Journde pour I8H.30 

et faiaant connaitre: 

-la situation tactique des Unitdc 
-le9 demardea et leo ertec 


Lea Unitds nubordonrfea 
font parvenir cea rensei- 
gnemente h l'E.M. 4° R.D.P. 
pour 4 H. - 9 H, - 17 H. - 


V/- MI3E EM OELTVKE DEG TRANSMISSIONS 
a-) ftdseau Fll 

Au eours du mouvenent ll aera fait usage du rrfseau l^l^phoruque 
civil beige et rfverituelleevent hollanoals 


En fir. de nouvement on mettra la main our 1 'organiser ion cxistaot# 
er. ne laisaar.t que le aimoun pour lea beoolns l«caux (entente k real lser 
avec 1 ' Adnimstrat ion locale' .- 


II ne aera derould de fil qutaprts etablliaation et avec la plus 
atricte rfconomc 


Extlolntion i F'Mir aar.urer le secret 11 aora fait otnploi pour la deman- 
ds dAs communicat ions lAldphcr.iques dee indicatifa prdvua dane l'ordre pcur 
les Transmissions 

r-) Heacaujc radio * 

Interdiction aoaolue d'utlliaer la T.S.F. aur les emplacement* 

de depart - 

Autorlsation d'daettre t 

I°-d^3 le depart pour le guet adnen et en cas de rencontre avec l'enneni, 
?°-A partlr de la transversal e i TERNEUZEK - GAUD - AUDBNARDE pour tout le 

monde .- 


c-) ContrSle - 

Lea Aniceions di tous leo postes radio belgoo et nollandais ee- 
ront interd i tea pour Aviter toute indiscretion ou broulllxge.- 

Tout tr.lli tairo surprenant unc communication auapecte (fil ou ra- 
dio) devra on rendro compte immediatement h sen Cbafa qul prdviendront sans 
ddlal le 2° Bureau de la Division 

VI/- MISE EN OEUVRE DES LIAISONS 

Los renselgncments de oaa* age c ou d'attaque dep formations adrien 
non adveraes oeront recjcillic et tranamls conformant aux instructions de 

1 ordre particular pour la D.C.A. * 

Ils aeront tranamia en prion td D.C.A. 

Priority d 'Operations 

11 eat rappeld que la ” Friontd d'Opdrationo n'ust accor»dAe 
qu'au GAndral Commandant la 1° D L.M. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 16 

OADftS D’OPIttATXOIfi ■*!.- 



Trols boua-G roup agents i 

- d * ABTaFOB?/ 

- d'lacow. 

- TOJDEiUlRDa • 

- 3nt hfaarve sux ordra* da Coaasndaat nicbal do TOUCH ET. 

- Jna Bill®. 1* da SB de O.C.A. tux ordras directs du Coeuandan 
d« Groupr-ant. 


IX. 



- Occupar BiLCHEhEl st HUD-SZVcLJulD i*ut l*Arrtvea ds l’ennaal* 

- Eventual. eaent I 'so ddleier. 

— • Tanlr sur place st colte qus colte, an attendant l*errlv4e da 
l'infanterle. 


Qbiaatlf principal i lie da *Ai£HlAiai ease, coxae points esseutlalai 

TTn^riGUir port at atfrodrono. 

- Plen d’eau da TSajvB* 

Village* da VI3TUJ»EL1I - DOKBUIO - TK30WJU3O at AhNEAUllD 


C oavcr tore 


face A l»kat « Caoal da aUMFTILABD. 

Xstbae at terrain ddariati 

foiart. 


da VOMS- 



- Oim.r l'eontnl da viteaae an sa portant d*un saul bond at safes 
souci d'aliensaant jusqu'fc Is rive 6ud jo l*ESCAUT-«AJUTX«S(qul sara 
attaint# au aaxinna an 4 hear os 4 pertlr dm fr enable sonant da la 
rrontitre Balia). 

- Utilises sinultanr^ant taua las da p*aiage(bess - ba t a w 

st Istftaa da tOkMLUUCaT. 

- Appllquer Is naxlnua da foraaa (7 aaoadroaa) 4 VALOUBIB, 

- Avac la rests, 8 sscadrons (♦ B.M.fc.) taair sons 1*4# da reall la 
Canal j# bUD-OBVElABC; la Q.l. da bleouverte 4 tent share* d* in tar dir. 
sux «n<in blind 4 > l’istfcae da vok.'U.iniCHT, at, si passible, lhaasga 
du terrain deviation* 

- Bvitar d'una fa?an absolue l*c>arplllenaat das f areas* 

- Can? cnaque Boua-Groupeasnt a 

a} curvail.or la littoral. 

b) .r ?arer das * laments aooiles d * in t arrant ion contra lUbarquenafet 
st /arachutlstes. 

c) Tenir las bees at las bases da r a rite ill ea eat da I BBXSUJB - TO 

NfcU2Eil - VA1S0CRDEX. 


HKVTXW 

!•) Sona-Orouatnant d’eSIATOiT (Jua .tl _ « 


ilSElOH i» rraoailr l'S.CVJT-. ihirial 1 BAE5KEJI0. 

- Jccupar :oildesent la port at 1’adroport da FX.E551I00B 

- u techa-.ents c« surveillance 4 WESOUFFiXl at 4 
DOUlVJnO* 

/ 
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Da ascadron da FusLllara Mot# (Eacadrom’ 
.C.A.) a u* ordras da Co Ion at d * a6TaFOFT 
4 lc aortla H. da FURBfcB. (route da BIEUPOKI). 

t*) S Q^-Cfgupcaam d»AP.Q21fl tCtnUtj i 

W 1SS1QM :-?rancftlr l'ESCAUT-kAKl TIME 4 TEB BEU7tB. 

- Dtbarquar i 50H55LLU (ou IvantualiQaant 4 riESSlAGUl} 

- t • portar >ur l'latfaaa Bat d'AJUiTJlDi*. 

- Occupar ffcaftj (^lan d'aau)- AhMaUlDM - at detacha- 
■ant o# lur v*ilianca 4 FhOU«E?OLDOI. 

- isaurar la lubon av«c la 6>>u»-£roupaatnt d *ASTaKOBY 
a MIDLBLBUBO. 

19/tDJ IttMlgMntillfl « leant. 

»*) Som-CrauMAHt TenemaiPB (gal) . 

Hi56ica i- Fran QUIT l»t5CAUT-«AhlTIa£ ft 1ALBOOHLEJ. 

- Dabarquer 4 MAlkTZEBT. 

- Tanlr a ana aaprlt da raeul la Canal da SOIV-fclYBLAlD. 

- Pousaar da* aoyanr de fau sur l'lstnaa da tOKXBDBECJIY 
af in d'aaaurar la paa>as« du G.I. da Decouvarta, fete- 
llitni arrlv.ot pax APTWS. 

- Ms i 'arrive# da ca O.B. de BAcouvarta, l'utlllaar 
pour lnlerdlra l'lstnxa aui ecglna blind# a at pour a*» 
plcnar, »i poaalbla. 1 'utlilsa Cion par l'annaml da 
tarrain deviation da »0£JFtHECHT. 

■or fin iuprlynWU« .» 

- Un ateadron da Fualllaxa Bota (Bscadraa P1CABD dm 
t* G.M.C.A.). 

- Un Group# da canons da 44 (Broupa QUBTKJIIaT, du 
2* O.P.C.4.). 

- Un peloton da Kltraillaura Mo to (Palo too CJJIOB dm 

£• G.h.C.A. ). 

Too# aaa aloaanta «ua ordras Ju Cona.ndant FDBBBMfTrU, 4 la 
aortla 4ud da DllXUl/f au. la routa da BOiullBOX. 

In out ra. la Ccaaaaiant VOBD&j&EYDKI r.glara d'accord a vac la 
Cooaindaat LAMOINI la aarcna du O.B. da Li cauvarte )usqu* 4 tJT- 
BXKLaaB, at eon utUlastlon 4 l'arrlvaa ft BOFJsDhfCHT. 

«•) AiUQIl.1 

a) Axi ardraa du Coana*Jant Bicnal da TOOChIT. 

- Un aacadrom da Ftalllara «oto (*scadron J9U8LXB). 

- On Oraupa da Canona i* *•, (Oroapa BOBTIGHY). 

- Un palotoa da •ltralllaurs koto (Paloton LXLPU) • 

b) On battarla D.C.A. ( Canona oa SB). 

L«a AlAsants rtaarvAs aulvront 1'ltlnAralra I* 1 Jusqu'l 

UZIXD1J1X, al 11a racavront da nouvaaux ordraa. 




- IVlUBf 1UI I* 1 » teui-frrjupraent ■Va£1aFQ«T i 
rUHSKC - OSltBDE - MOCdS Hord - 003TBUKG - UPtSltBO. 


- ls^«rtir« V.U 



LOC - DIXUUDI lord - T04BOUT - 2KUCXS Bud - IXLOO - IJilMOUU - 
.ftlllrlPFIJE - TAB I XU ZB* 

/ 
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fOPIMUGS - B0EZ1KGK - li&LM (on eritant DXJUlJBt)- XICHTERRVELDE 
TIELT - DE1WZI - GlAD - 6T. AUCLAAS - K£MZ£K£ - HUL8T - *AL80CRDH 


La G.K. Cm Wcouvarta utlllsora l’Xtlnrralre 3 Ju»qu*a ST.fclL- 
i-AAS, puls deboltara pour passer l'ESCAUT (Tunnel) a ANVEJIS (Itlne- 
rolra 3 bis). II r»jol:xlr» pur 1'lstAa# dt «OLASDKZCRT. 



La frontier# Beige, ura trmnchlm k l'naura U qul nri ruta 
ultariaureaonl. 


TII. - LIAISQHS 1 

D6a l'ordre*d*elerte 9 La OWlclar da cLAqua Souj-Croupaaent (at 
an outre Urn Offleler da 0.1. de D«eoueerte) ran dua k HObD&CHOOTI, 
STAC ao ran* da Transolaalana lotos. 



fair or dr a par t leal 1 at. 


P.C. da Croupaaent LMTO^OOI. 

- XnltUlaoant i hOICJChOOn. 

- Inter Aid lair a i J1UIU1. 

- P.C. final i FlX'bUMI (port). 


aaa do auaka i ltlairalre t j«aqu*4 UIMMD1IU, palfi tCldOI- 

Dim - kLuu. 



La Coaeandant do 1 a Batterle da D.C.A. oar elver a da aa paraoonA 
avaa la Colonol LESTK/OOl, qu»U rejolndra 4 MOBDEQlOOT*. 

XI ba tlandra pr»t 4 da player aba bottarla am p;lat da passage 0 
da BKIttUS. 

Otlllaatlon ultcrlaura i D^fanaa da port da FLBSIMOB* 


z.- Main - ZBMIfl AttlUfift » 

Protection da rrancbls«eoont at da daberquoaaat aa aorta d*aar4a 
laa ordres donnda dlractaaent par la Oanfrol CaapaAdABt 1* AAA LX. 


XI?- JxmmLfflB - MfiiAHW I 

Point da 14ra destination das different* tfleoaata (ataliara - ol- 
tarnaa - T.A.) llgna general* i SL01S - UXLOO - QAAD (Sortl# Rod). 


XII. -_5 




Evacuations sur LUAKFAQUl. 
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• D«jz Coxpexr.les d 'infer, terio dolvent nor»ale»*nt *tro d^bercuees 
k FLESEISG'JE ( :*r Is ICwine et l'Avletlon) event lUrriftl du 
Group'-xont lESTXw-I. 

Lear etxeace #ventuel*e ne aodifie en rien le elation du Broupe- 
cent LESTOJ-JOI. 

- Ces aieeento Hoi land* is el beiges (ees dernier* errlvent per 
inTKRz ) *ora '.ueccptibie* cooperer dree !• Oroupeeent L1ST0QU0I • 
eviier ita ■ prises* 

- L'sttltude ovec a* population civile dolt lire enleele eels ferae 

Aprds Intel. cttan # les Coeeendents de # oae-Graeper.ent leront 

vcnir «upres d'eux et conscrveront ->n p«.reen*nce un reprlsentent 
quallfl* dee Bourgaestres le^ alu* volsins. C'eet 4 ce represe&Uat 
qu'lis rlcl«oeront tvutes les prcatati oi.s nlccssilres poor le Bevi- 
teil.ezent et le vie deo ircupes. ?*yeeent, en prlnclpe, eu coepla 
tent et en Florins. 

Even tael lenent, boas requisition. 

- Se e'fier de l'esploncpge. 


Le -lenteaxnt-Colonel IIST0W1 
Cossenlent le Group ex eat 
4>igB* » LCLTOCOrl. 
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6OUB-O10UPUIEIT d'lSrAjCPT. P.C. BAAY-ifVES la It Havaub ra 1939 


ORDfll D'0PEJiATI0*6 I. / 



Z - Situation gAr.irala 
Mission 

•to... 


Voir Ordia d'Opvratlons *• 1 
du Oroupacant. 


II 



k/AalfcfgEl £g»8iM*/it -il fcf.gdLfgf nt 


I*)- Fortar «n avant, dfcs ia paasaga d« la frontier* una forta 
•▼ant garda, qul sa portsra la plus vita posalbla »ur aflU*EJ»S, da 
aaaiara 4 pouvoir s'aabarqusr sli.s dalal at pasiar 1 'acbouchura da 
l'Eseault sous la protectljn Ua 1 'aviation at occupar l'adropcrt da 
PLt6SlHQU E. 

8*)- Falxa aulvra la qros du C.B.U1. an un dlsposltlf large*. r.t 
articuli an prSfondaur at I'ar'uArquar aas qua 1'upAratlon du passag* 
da 1* A.C. aura rcussl. 

8*)* Oocupar das la paaalar daoarouaaant l'adroport da PLESSIWCUE. 

A aaaura da l'arrlvtfa das aouvaau M palotons daoarqurfs, poussar das 
4laaan ta da aurvalilancd m» SC* Kune, * AtfTKAF F11L1 at prar.dra liai- 
son 4 M1L&ELB0UM0 avac la deiacaaacat d* aRAEJfUlLTN. 

4*)- Assuror la couvarturo do la rlva 6u* 4 bhRSKFUb 


111 - DldPQSltlF - 


( *• Esaadron Moto ( A us ordras 

• )- Aval Garda ) I Paloton da MltrAlllauaas ) du Capitalaa 

( 1 Croupa da t b ( das VILLtTTU, 


La *• Iscadron wikart i X Caalonnatta 4 vlvras - 

1 Caalonnatta 4 mon^tl^na r/ A , 
I Caalonnatta 4 a* Cane a - '/Us a.^> 
I Caalonnatta da ddpannaga. 

( 1* Iscadron Moto ( Aua ordras 

oJ- Qifll ) X paloton da Mltralllausaa ) du Capltalna 

( Z Croupa da 28 \ da MaAGOU. 


La X* Escadron aac-nara las ctaas volturas qua la,8*Sscadroiu 

4 S*"/» ^* 4 / f E M E 

L* t. 9. A. asa 4nar« las also volturas. qul aarer.aront an quaua 
du fcroa du C.M.L.X., sau/ pour laa munitions qul pourront ftra ra- 
partlas artra 1* 4.0. at la gr at. 

( l’ltcadran du C.R.C.A. qul prandra la quaua du grds 4 
) la sortia Word da FURMI*. 
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c)- La Ua-tenant-Colonal at la Palo ton da C— ^anrtaaant narcha- 
ront antra 1» A.Q. at la gros. 



Er.tra 1* A.O. at la eras i IjvrAUaaiKnaa. 


Entra la gr os (o.fi.D.I. at l’Sscadroa du Q.R.C.A. i 6 klloa&tra 


.)- c istamma .ntt 

L'Avant gar da A &KI&UB8 ob alia conn an car a son 

(« I LCdQQ)i£ 2h» 


aa bar qua* ant. 


la gros ( Sllsanta du G.R.D.I. (i * 
( ascadron du G.A.C.A. 


IV -uumiuu,^ 

PURAfcS - BfiPGLC .ord - O ' ST BORG - LRtimS . 


▼ - AMI UHIIAH - 

Frontier# Pranco-Balga. f+*c*S* cu fu*n* 

Hum ALtimn-aiLlii* . 

A. G. I uaura H 
Oras l Maura H ♦ If* 

T. A. I Uaura H ♦ l m i* 


U - OlBAhGUmillT - 

Aura 11 au aur das baas. 

A sen arrlarfa I MBUM , l'A.G. aabarquara aosaltfit. 

Lori qua 1* A.O. aura attaint FLRSSIHGUE, la gras qul sa sara 
port! sur B|m aubarquara A son tour. 



Par las palatons da lltralllausas da 1* A.O. at du gros. at par 
Z palotun da l*Eacadr«n du G.A.C.A. qul das son arrlvla A bCHOOH- 
DUKM sara poussd dlractanant sur BRESRDI5. 


Ca paloton sara, aprA'a la passaga da tout la G.A.D.I., chargd 
da la garda da BhlfiKEXE . 


Til - D. C. A. 

An cours da la narena I 

( I Oroupa an tfta 
Cans cnacua ddtaanaaant ) 

( I Group# an guana. 

Pandant la pa stag# I Las Ml tralllauaas an bat tar la aur la 

bae. 

vill - / 
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[•fra 


fl 


1' A.G. se portera auaaltfit A 1'eAroport et e*y inetellera ddfer 
llTMMt* 

XI ltlisiri un peloton it an G.M. eu port de PLIflSIHGHE pour 
protdger le d A barques ent du gros. 

le gro* ee porters Agaleeent k 1’aAroport, et dAtacnera l 

I Peloton de l'Escedron du G.h.C.A. k DOUBUItO. 

I Peloton de l'Escedron du G.H.C.A. A VibTKAPKELLE. 

I Peloton de l'tscedMU da G.h.C.A. k H1CDKLD0RG. 

et prendre lie lean eree le dAteeheeent d* AAIEV'JIDII. 


IX - LIAI601 - 


Le Joub-Lleu tenant KIPP® dene une tourlete eeee I side et 1 
solo, front 9 dAs le dAfc£*i»o»ant de l'elerte. envoy* • k WJlUiCaOOTX 
en liaison euprAe du Qroupeaent LX6YQQU0I. 


X - 


im pm 


P.C. Initial l 


P.C. (eprAs le dAberg 


t) Cor tie Aord de FLE6 1*0*1. 


XX - 


Aree le P.C. du CeiotM. 


XII - 


le dlpeasera pee 11016 . 
S'Achaloanere en prgf ondeur. 


cenouflent sea volturee. 


XIII - 


Kerehere aeee le P.C. da Colonel. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 18 

P.C. la 17 Al'RIL 10 iO 


m :i k- tV^iC i _ 

at qjj.Ala 1*0/X*X Ju 12/4 


I* ritu^tloc r ^n^ralp | ( r.a •/cCjZ/CH <Ju IV* 

II* Situation Pariicjlltr# ) 


III* LI .Ite 

rr4o4d4 d'un ftf in 

1' Sa per tar on 'Uraetl * G4n4rala d 
auccaarlva ar.t a it laa trqi.avaraalea i 

I* &vJg\s -oa tiaup 

II* A?VS S- (.Ai-Ifc -S. 

A alucuna (3# cct lTai»fiPi»lM DC rapcrtlr qua aur ordra 
<3-. Lt.Cl.Cdi. la C.H. 

II* 2n cm .*• Pcj.contrA «v <c l*<^ir.«al 9 l*att*quar 

iv* l riMiiAi^LS d.d. vcosyc.R. au iv* 

Hal to-. * J a 15 k-lnatM faltaa au too* liquor ant 4 l'baura 
plalr.a at pair* (ravlt jllla^aot aaaaaca aotoa) 


D.D.GAca C'jlr. 
o-rx ^/LW^xS-O.t^OA 


V* 


niv^.inr 

I* AV/>r-CA OS laux 0/ du Cl.01* a ,v >c*Jro»a 

C.H lq ?tc>jrarta 9 *i artlculla com/ a ault i 


a) LCA/aiPit-Ja.UiA 
a’JK 0 / Ju Cap. Cat 

l»Cac./.«. 0 . 


L-.t AVAtfl ULUa 


X Fan A.u. D. 

Z Fan ucro ( 24 m fiat. 
Oroupa Olti Cap| A .«#• J. 

1 Pan a.k.d. 

I Pan HUTO (Jua Caa. 

P.C. Kobila Ceaf d'Eaa 0 ®* 
I C.3.26Tap aur A.V.D. 



on 


I Ton ultrall lauaaa 
1 Croupa 1‘CTTO (JaloDuaura 

(Tar Isa. 


CQiaa -1. -*tq% DaJor 9 Tyar.ac4aalara du C.A.D.I. 

Carrie a da Ja£t4| 


3* fiiiUl aus 0/ 4u Capita lna daa VS Hat too at aanpra* 
nnat i 

2 Piano A.P.D. T.C.l.A.u.Tj, 

•24no BM.UaW-^Pana 

Iar ^aa.uato-1 Groupo T.C. I.*otaa 

t.n.E # «X Fan T.C.I.K.M.C. Sea SaM4 

T.C.t at 7.°. a'is 0/ du Cap. '.ubari dorpitro 

0.R.0.I.X2. 


vi* 


kl?-lvfl AVAST f . r _ _ _ 

A) Sa portar aur laa Irena vara* laa ^antlonn4aa «u J III 
pour racha-char paraal^r.ca.anta 

I* Bur la* polnta da paaaafa ( ar partlcullar a travon 
l«c poaltiooa a£LLCes du Conal Al^rt) , 
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S* «o ttU (tifflft MT I'm «• imM mm 3.D.4* Cniv 
Pour 0<bl«jr«r !• rout# 

Pour •outrir DmuIUUh d» Qrm 4 m rrtu «jx dim* 
r«ata ooocte« 

B) Flcudi rmmtw «• l»IDl4|iMilpir 1« Cl Cdt O.S. 

•t atuqtitr, 

Cn vovit 4 t«t do uuM,«ouvrlr l'UaU^latloo da Qtm «ur 
1 m CblHUfa aiulaU* 


VII* 



t) vitoau d< carta# ( 

d) hcraiie 


!• do Jour i 


•/SOB/G.R. dll 1V4. 



Honadchoot* 2.16 


rrootioro 

P.I. 26 S* 15 B* 40 
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• Vlr*M a fur l'boaaa at T.C.l daa 
I Jo;-r 1/3 vlvrta du J’/jr 
a .lour* tUraa da rtsarvaa 
I Jour rlrraa aupplfasctalra 
1 Jour da Tima du t.r. 


*»lt>a a 


2* laaarcai 


Capita ilia C ;t A*t.% l ( 

Capltalna C :t ?4a.a Cat* ) 

Capitals* Cdt C.t.C. (p ur nkuUaa 
Cbaf da Corps 4 tltra C.s* 

Caplt •Ism Cdt la Croa pr Ij forvatloa 


Cbaf d'Eacad 
Oacoj* 


a Cdt la Uroupa da 
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1 Anau>. ■IHIIl . 

Pour l'Bavoyt BxtraArdlnalre it uiniatre PlAnipotentialre 
de 3a UaJsstA A Bruxelles. 


▼otre Sxoellenoe eat prlAe, aprAa avoir prla oonnelaaan- 
oe de oe aAsnlre , da ae aettre l»Mlatiaint an rapport avao la 
Oouvarnaaant beige, a fin da portar A la eonnaiaaanoe da oelul- 
oi, la contenu de oa MAaolre. 

In attendant 1'arrlvAe du PlAnipotentialre du Coaun- 
dant an Chef dea foroea da tarre et de Mar daa Psys-Bas, Totra 
Kxoellenoe paut annonoar au Oouverneaent beige , qua 1'inta nAer- 
landalaa a al salon da retarder la aarche an avant de l'envahla- 
aaur autant qua poaalbla at dAa la frontlAre. 

La/dlreotion da l'arnAe nAerlandalae a pria an aArleuae 
oonaldAratlcn da faira prAeenter uni Anarglque rAalatanoe d ana 
la partle a oh 4a Peel-taata telling daaa la More -Brabant (da Weert 
but ledervaert-Meyel-Belenaveen-OrlendtBvee* at Kill vara Orave) 
par /lea troupe* qul aont aur plaoa, at a fait Adifler d'iapor- 
tanta travaux pour aettre oatta position an nature da rApondre 
A pare Ilia exigenoe. lUe doit oapandant raoonnaltra la fait 
qua alia n'a pu faira daa prAperatlfe contra une invasion alle- 
aande aaulanant aur la tarritoira nAerlandale at qua 1' laportan- 
oe de la poaltion organiaAa A oet enJroit dApend nan aeulenant 
du pouvoir dAfanalf at tea prAparatifa aaia auaal eat conaandAe 
dana une large nasura par la poaelollltA d'etre tournA par la 
3ud, done A Veert at par l'ouest da cette villa. 

Btant donnA qua le cuaiijvi»sint da 1'arnAe a placA la 
groia de aea troupes au Canal Albert, tandis qua d'apr6a oe quo 
la coiimdenent de 1'armAa liollaj.dalao croit aavolr, 11 n'y a 
qua de trAs falblea troupea avac une -d salon de ret«rdeaent qul 
aa trouvant A la Mauaa at au 2uid-»llleu»vaart, le Co.»andant 
an Chef nAerlandaia eatlae qua la poealbillA d'un paaaaga dea 
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foroes allomandes au delA d« Weert e.e. vers Bole le Due eat 
el grande qu'il s'est vu oblig* k son pro fond regret de raaener 
le groa des troupes Install* dens le Mord-Brabant tout en laia- 
aant des arrlAres-gardes, au lord de In Meuse et du Waal. 

L* Commandant en Chef n*.rlandaic prle Yotre Izoellenoe 
de voulolr blen attlrer 1 ' attention du Oouverneisent beige avee 
Insistence aur le fait que tout a ft* fait du ofit* nAerlandals 
pour fortifier de telle aaniAre la position Wee rt -Crave d*jA 
noma*e et pour 1' organiser de telle f..qon que le Coaaandeaunt 
de l'lmi* beige d'aprAs 1* opinion du Cosoadant en ohef nAcrlan- 
dale peut avoir tout# oonflanee dans l'appul que oette position 
quand A elle peut offrlr, 

L* Co*sandenent de l'arm*t nl erlondalae oare&salt done 
1' espolr que la rAalatanoe prlnolpale de lo Belgique aeralt offei 
te aur la Meuse et le Zuld-Wlllemsvaare, dono la dlreotlon gfnA- 
rale d'Kben-Hmael A Bocholt. 

Le fait quo le canaandeaent de 1'armAe beige n*a pew 
aouhaltA manlfestement oette Jonotlon foroe le ooMandant en 
ohef nf erlandalr de proofder A une me sure qu' il dAplore extr#me- 
ment, L'armAo nAerlandalae offrlra une atrleuse rAalatanoe aur 
In llgne de Orebbe (de 1' Ijsselmeer au deaema d*Amerafoort et 
Khenen jusqu*au Waal prAs Oohten), oette llgne sera protAgAe 
au flan and par une llgne de Ooohten A la Mar du lordi de Oohtm 
A Tlel derrlAre le waal 9 

de Tlel auz lnoodatlona du Yeatlng Holland derrlAre la Lingo 
et ensulte done le groups Hervede et dr.ns le aud du Westing 
Holland, 

aohamement. 

tn outre, la Z*lande aera dAfendue aveo mirt—n l. 

Le me sure dan a laquelle 1'armAe nAerlondalse pourra ae 
aalntenlr dans les llgnea auanoasAea et en ZAlande dApend entre 
autre de la foroe des troupes alleaandes d' Invasion, et de 1 ' ai- 
de qui sera offerpe du cot* franqals et anglais. 

Les plans de ocasaand ament de l'arrfe nAerlandalae ae- 
ront ezposAs par le fond* de pouvoira, du Ccaaandant co ohef 
nAerlandals. 
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je prle Votre Excellence de vouloir die A 

prAeent falre part au Couvemenent beige avec Insistence, de oe 

que lee lignea suenoonAee et lee poeltlone en ZAlande eont or- 

gvl eiee et occupies de faqon telle que-al lee troupes franoo- 
ang lalsee Tenant au oecoure pouTalent Itre eur place rtf> ldementf 
que une rAslatance acharnAe pourralt ft re offerte A cet en&rolt. 

SI cette aide devant tarder la poselbllltA 
devre alore itre enviaaeAe - Atant donnA la longueur dee llgnea 
dA;A nonnAee et la nAcesaltA d'opArer la relATe par aulte de 
la longue durAe de la guerre de r verier lea troupes nAerlandal- 
eee dar.e le Vesting Hollaid; Le ooceaideit de 1'araAe nAerlan- 
dalae a lndlquA avec inaletar.ee aux Gouveme cents franqale et 
anglais qu'll regre tteralt vivenent cela tant du pur point de 
me nA or lan dale que du point de me mtematlonal.il a attlrA 
1' attention aur le fait que la dAfenae de la Crebbellnle laleae 
ouverte la posalbllltA de sortlr A un cocent donnA de oette 
llgne pour prooAder A une attaque tend la que l’laoleoent dea 
troupes dana lee Grebbellnles exlge plua de forces de la part 
de l'udversaire que 1* is ole cent du Vesting Holland. 

n n'est pee nAceesaire d'lnalater plue longue- 
cent aur lttfrit du oalntlen de la frontlAre de ZAlande.n eat 
denandA A la Prvce de tenir A la disposition un corpa d'arnAe 
de ♦ divisions cornu* reserve pour la dAfenae du ooeur Ai pays. 

Au Gou vemeoent anglais 11 eat denandA de mettr> 
A la d laposltion : 

a) une division eautenue par des forces de coabat aArlennsi 
et des moyena de protection aArlanne pour la dAfenae de la 
ZAlande. 

b) des Ibrces de ooabat aArlemes et des aoyens de proteo- 
tior aArlenne pour la dAfenae du ooeur Ai p«r* . 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



A42 ALLIED INTRIGUE IN THE LOW COUNTRIES 



De plus II deamdd mix deux Gouverne cent* a ' lla 
aont d la pood a - aur deunda* da aettra an aotlon daa eaoadraa 
de bonbardao®t contra laa poata qua laa Aliened a Jetteront 
aur la Heuae at l'Taaal. 

En£ln je »oua prla da f tfl re aaeolr au Gouver- 
neoent beige qua al la conaandenant da l'arade all 14a pouvalt 
ddclder da plaoar daa troupaa lx^ortanteo dana la Roard-brabant, 
la Oo—andaaant da l'ande nderlandalae da aon oOtd pourralt 
an via agar la poaolbllltd - d 'aprda la dd Yeloppenent de la altua- 
tlon m nard de la Meuae - da falxe lntervenlr una partla da 
aon erode oftta d c®ta aeec laa fcroea balnea, -c.q angle la a a - 
at franqalaea dara caa prorlncee. 

Auaal lcngtaapa qua la fondd da pouvolr du 
Coouidant an oho f daa aradaa do tarTa at do l'alr ndarlaodalaaa 
na a 'eat paa rendu prda da ▼oua.c'eat 1 'attach* ndlltalre adjoint 
d Bruxelleo qul reap lit oa x«le. 

Pour aa ad cur ltd Toulila a reoerolr ol- Joint 
una anvaloppa aoallda qua eoua pourea lul raaattra on aalna pro- 
proa at par la qua 11 a l'attaohd nllltalre an quoatlon reoarra la 
maalon d'ltra fondd da poueolx • 

'a Grerenhague 23 Maort 1940 
Da General, 

Opperberolhebber Land -an Zeenaoht 
H.O.Vlnkolaan. 
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asan- 

APPBlDIX .ft 


ROLB OF AVCffFPBCI WHILST IH V QBWAI. 

Solo - 

1. The task of AVOW FORCE U inti ally to secure the port 
of. NARVIK and the railway to the SWEDISH frontier. While the 
foroe remain* In NORWAY , lte role le to provide for the seourlty 
of the port, end of the railway against attack by Oeman force* 
frctu 8WSDD« ( and sabotage or other aotlon by looal hostile 
elements. 

If opportunity offers, the Comaander Intends to advanos 
Into SWEDEN and oocupy the OALLIVaRB ore fields and Important 
oentres In that area. On nc account sill armed forces advance 
aerosa the frontier without express order* from Force H.Q. 

Cons lderat Ions affecting the dofenslve measures 
neoeseary In WOHWAY are dealt with below. 

2. Under the moat favourable e Ire vane tancee, (to Oermsny), 
the concentration of two Oerman divisions In ths 0 ALL IV ARB area 
early in May Is possible, followed about a month later by two or 
three more divisions. 

3. The distance from 0 ALL IV ARK to the HOKWH3IAW frontier 
Is 62 miles. Communications consist of s single electrle line 
and a motor road as far as KIRUHA. 

There is no road from the HOKWKGIAH frontier to NARVIK. 
Under existing conditions, It is possible for a lightly-equipped 
forde to operate between OALLIVARK and the frontier, but the 
main Oeman advance must be astride the railway unless and until 
other ocasaunlcatlons are developed. /Under 
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Under favourable c 1 rcume tuncee , Oerman forces might be 
expected to melee contoot with AVONTORCK on the frontier towards 
the end of May. after which preecure might inoreeee progressively. 

Chile local rcconm loecr.co Is eseontlal before reaching 
dofinltr conclusions, it is believed that the difficult nature of 
the country about the frontier and in NORW/.Y Itself may make 
military operations on M\y scale difficult for the enemy. 

Effective defensive action should not be difficult, subject to 
the Improvement of eorvtun lest lone 

4- So action by the Russian Air r orce is envisaged, 

although some use of Russian aerodromes by Ocrmany (c.g. OtfTtlA or 
KANDALAKSHA) cannot be excluded Air action from Ocrmany . except 
on a very limited scale. is not possible owing to the distances 
involved. A light scale of fetlock is possible from the end of 
April by squadrons using SWEDISH aerodromes . 

Should, however, a Oenaan force be established at the 
head of the GULF OF BOTHNIA. aircraft could be operated rrcra 
aerodromes in that arcs 

Effective sir action is unlikely before early June. 

From then on. an over- in ere os in® scale of attack la possible 
Chile the scale of ottack on tho NARVIK areo is unlikely to 
approach that to bo anticipated on tho Ccstorn Pront, active 
defence, dispersion, end proper P.A.D. /measures are important. 



5. NARVIK is the Headquarters of the ijth Infantry Regiment 

eons la ting of three battalions. Troope in NARVIK Itself are 
believed to mxnbsr shout ISX). 

Most of the available scccroodstion and M/T at NARVIK 
arc reported to have been coroundecred by the Army. 

/6. 
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6. In peace, the following are located nt HAK3TAD, 35 
miles W.W. of NARVIK:- 

He ad quarto ra , 6th Division. 

One Artillery Battalion. 

One Engineer Battalion. 

Troops can always be moved to NARVIK by coostal boats 
from HAR3TAD at short notice. 

7. An Infantry regiment la normally located at TR0K30, 

95 miles north of NARVIK, where there la also a seaplane station. 

6. Although It may be assumed that no opposition will be 

met with from NORWEGIAN armed forces, aa a norrnul measure of 
military seourlty, the possibility of hostile oction cannot bs 
disregarded. Plans must therefore be mode on this basis. If 
the sctlve and effective co-operation of the NORWEGIAN forces 
can be secured. It should bo possible to reduco considerably the 
number of AVONPORCE troops who would otherwise be required for 
internal seourlty, eoaat-watchlng, and othor duties. 

The defence of NORWEGIAN naval and military 
establishments should normally be left to their own ^orrlsono, 
unless our saslstsnce Is nocessary and acceptable. 

S1YU fl- 

9. Whether or not the roecptlon of AVONPORCE Is friendly, 

certain hostile elements will nave to be reckoned with. There 
la a German population in NARVIK, and a Ccewunlet element. 

Either may attempt, by sabot ago or otherwise, Xc nlndcr operations. 
Provision must therefore be mode f t>r the protection of 
vulnerable points on the railway and In NARVIK itself. 

/ BARVlft 




Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



A46 ALLIED INTRIGUE IN THE LOW COUNTRIES 



10. Three or four smell calibre guns (3- or 4- Inch) are 
reported to be located on the high ground obove the ORE QUAY. 

There le a high wireless mast In the same area. 

A number of A. A. guns have bean reported. 

There al6o appears to be a small fortified post on 
the rock behind the RAILWAY QUAY. 

11. The most important points which will Acquire 
protection In NARVIK against sabotage erc:- 

(o) The quays. 

(b) Railway and rolling stock. 

(c) The power atatlomat:- 

HY0AARD3 - 8 miles E.N . I. 

HAADVIKD/d. - 3 miles 3. 

NARVIK - British Company's reserve 

Diesel Plant. 

12 . In addition to the above, the following may also 
require protection:- 

(a) The naval and military W/T stations conmun lea ting 
with the United Kingdom. These may be located on the 
high ground north of the 0R2 QUAY. 

(b) Military baae stocks of supplies, petr61, ond 
ammunition. 

Hallway . 

13. The length of railway between NARVIK and the frontier 
is 23 miles. It is said to be prepared for demolition at 
several points, but there is no precise information about this. 
Owing to the fact that the railway clings to the side of 
precipices, and has numerous tunnels and frequent spots where 

/large 
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large masses of rock ororhhng It, the possibility of damaging 
the line eerloualy le unlimited. 

1U- Tunnel* and bridges ore eatd to be guarded by NORWEGIAN 

troops. but it in probable that thla la not being actively carried 
out. 

15. The protection of the railway to the maximum extent 
possible la vital for the future operations of the force. It 
will therefore probably be neoeaaary to locate detachments at 
four or five points along the line to provide guarde and patrols. 
Strengths and locations must depend on reconnaissance and the 
extent of co-operation by NORWCOIA.N troops in protecting the line. 

16. Although the railway, generally apeaklng, la vulnerable 
throughout, oertaln demolitions might take months to repair, while 
othcre might be cleared in perhaps a week or ao. In the first 
lnatunco. tcohnlcal reconnaissance and a sense of proportion will 
be of the first importance. 

M&llAgDft 

The export of ore from NARVIK must be continued oa long 
oa possible. The execution of demolitions will therefore be 
guided by thla consideration. 

17. The force available at various stages to carry out tho 
defensive role given in para. 1 will be:- 

(a) If the 1st Convoy Is limited to one personnel ship - 

one infantry battalion (1st Scots Guards ). 

(b) If the 1st Convoy consists of two personnel ships - 

two infantry battollona (1st Scots Ouords and 
2nd South Males Borderers) and 5 Lt. A. A. 

Bty% battery /(c) 
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(c) After arrival of 2nd Conroy - 2U Inf. Bde. and 

I A A Biya. bet tones. 

16. Until further troopa are available , 21* Inf. Bdc. must 

be rcsponaible for 

(a) Reconnaissance and deienca of the frontier against 
enemy ground attack from 3VSDBJ. 

(b) The eeourlty of NARVIK and the railway to the frontier. 
The first task will be ban onnale ounce of the railway 

and frontier and the eeourlty of N*£VIX for the landing of 
troope and stores. 

19. 3 Lt. A .A. Battery will be sited to protect NARVIK and 

the harbour In conjunction with N.Q» 1 /c. 


War Office. 

6th April, 19tf>. 
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